
The Prospectus 

Helpful Hints from Dr. Yavneh 

 

What is a prospectus? 

For many students, the prospect of writing a prospectus may seems as daunting as writing 

the thesis itself.  You may wonder, just what is a prospectus, anyway? 

 

Basically, the prospectus should be a 3-5 page document describing what you are going 

to do and how you are going to do it.  There may be variations, based on discipline, but it 

is helpful to think about the prospectus as a series of questions:  

 

What question am I trying to answer? 

What is the background behind this question? 

Why is this question important? 

How have others attempted to answer this question? 

How will I attempt to answer this question? 

What is my timeline for answering this question and writing the thesis? 

What is my hypothesis? 

What are the larger implications of this question and potential answers? 

 

Writing the prospectus, then, is responding to these questions. 

 

 What question am I trying to answer? 

Generally, you choose a thesis topic in order to answer a question: What is the effect 

of resveratrol on cancer cells?  Why was the coming of Cortez so devastating to the 

Aztecs?  Do toilet seat covers really protect you from germs?  Begin with a brief 

statement of the problem you are going to explore. 

 What is the background behind this question? 

Place the question in a slightly larger context.  Where does this question fit in the 

context of our knowledge of resveratrol or the Aztecs or toilet seats? Why is this an 

important question to ask? 

 How have others attempted to answer this question? 

Once you have chosen a topic, your mentor has probably asked you to do a literature 

search and review.  (I certainly hope so!)  You don’t need to provide a full literature 

review in the prospectus, but you should demonstrate an understanding of the state of  

research in this area and how your piece fits in.  The last page of your prospectus 

should be a bibliography, and you may reference some of those works here. 

 How will I attempt to answer this question? 

Here, you have a subset of other questions: 

o What methodology will I use? 

o Specific sources or procedures? 

 What is my hypothesis? 

You probably don’t have the answer to your question yet, but you should have some 

sense of where you are heading. 

 What are the larger implications of this question and potential answers? 

Again, give some sense of why this is an important question to explore. 



 What is my timeline for answering this question and writing the thesis? 

Be sure to leave time for writing, revisions and submitting drafts to your mentor with 

enough time for comments. 

 

When is the prospectus due? 

The prospectus is due by October 14
th

, at 3 p.m.  It will need to be signed by your mentor 

and physically turned into Honors.  Dr Y will either read your prospectus and sign it, or 

return it to you with questions for revision. 

 

 


