
Facilities Planning Committee 
Minutes of Meeting 

Friday, December 2, 2016 
 
 
Present:    
Marc Manganaro, Chair; Laura Kurzu; John Sebastian; Chris Wiseman; Bret Jacobs; Robbie Reed; Kurt Bindewald; 
Laurie Leiva; Jim Hobbs; Tommy Raymond; Michael Rachel; Roger Pinac; Hoc Ngo; Justin Callais   
 
The Facilities Planning Committee (FPC) met on Friday, December 2, 2016, at 3:00 p.m. in Monroe Library, 
Seminar Room 4.  The minutes of October 28, 2016 were approved as submitted. 
 
Facilities Planning Committee Protocol 
The Facilities Planning Committee (FPC) protocol was updated at the October 28th FPC meeting to eliminate the 
Director of Facilities Operations from the voting membership and to add the oversight of the Memorial and 
Commemorative Tributes policy under the scope of work.  The Faculty Handbook Revision Committee (FHRC) 
accepted these revisions and recommended the following language: “The Committee will review memorial or 
commemorative tribute requests on a case by case basis for recommendation to the President’s Cabinet for final 
determination”.  There was consensus to accept the recommendation of the FHRC.  The FPC protocol will go 
before the Faculty Senate for approval at their December meeting.   
 
Two-Way Traffic Behind Biever Hall 
At the last FPC meeting there was discussion regarding the removal of 12 to 15 parking spots along the fence 
behind Biever Hall for safety reasons.  The lanes were thought to be too narrow to accommodate two-way 
traffic, pedestrian traffic, and parking. The Staff Senate brought the same safety concern to the Parking 
Committee for discussion at their November 29th meeting. The Parking Committee conditionally approved 
removal of the parking spots with a favorable recommendation from LUPD.  Captain Pinac stated that it was his 
observation that two-way traffic and parking along the fence serve as a calming device to slow down traffic.  At 
night, when that area is clear, cars exceed the speed limit.  There is very little foot traffic; most pedestrian traffic 
turns at North Road by the Sports Complex to walk in front of Biever Hall.  His last concern was possibly 
eliminating viable parking space that might be needed in the future as more parking permits are sold to Tulane.  
The Freret lot is at 90% capacity.  There was further discussion about making West Road one-way.  The 
recommendations and concerns of the LUPD will go back to the Parking Committee for consideration at their 
meeting in January.   
 
Faith in the Future Campaign/Benson Jesuit Center           
Dr. Wiseman gave a brief update on fundraising for the Benson Jesuit Center project.  The announced goal was 
an eight year campaign to raise 16 million and so far between 10 and 11 million has been committed. The 
project has attracted three seven figure donors, so it resonates well with our donors.  The design calls for three 
floors with the option to add an additional floor in the future with spaces available for community engagement 
use.  The symbolic design puts the Jesuit Center and our mission at the heart of the campus.   Based on 
conversations with Fr. Wildes, the current plan is to begin construction at the end of this academic year.  Fr. 
Wildes remains committed to building the Center on the site as planned. However, planning is a process.  The 
conceptual and construction plans were created when Loyola was in a different place in terms of number of 
students, faculty and staff.  The architects may now look at the space and redesign to take advantage of the 
green space.  However, there will be a significant cost and it could take up to six months to redesign the 
building. Construction is estimated at two years.  Mr. Raymond reported that there have been conversations to 
explore putting the Center at Stallings Hall.   Stallings Hall contains 55 faculty offices which would need to be 



relocated.  Bobet Hall cannot accommodate those offices once the Student Success Center is relocated.  Mr. 
Rachel added that Stallings Hall was not ADA compliant. Dr. Sebastian expressed concern about breaking ground 
before all of the funding was in place.  There was further discussion on leaving the green space open and the 
wish of the donors regarding location.  Dr. Wiseman surmised that the Bensons were probably more concerned 
about the delay in fundraising for the project than the location of the center.  There was further discussion 
around fundraising processes, sharing our vision with potential donors, and including donor feedback and input 
in the creative process.  Dr. Manganaro stated that this committee will not determine the location of the Center, 
but this is the logical place to have a discussion to hear all concerns.  Mr. Jacobs reminded the committee that it 
would be helpful for everyone to envision the new Center along with the extensive landscaping plan for the 
Center, Monroe Hall, and Palm Court.  After discussion of the IACAC Conference that Loyola and Tulane are 
jointly hosting the week of July 7, 2018, there was a question as to whether Loyola was contractually obligated 
to leave the green space open for a dinner Loyola committed to host for 1,200 IACAC attendees.  There was 
consensus to check on all details of the IACAC conference award with Roberta Kaskel.                                        
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.  
 
 


