
Fall 2013 Honors Courses 
 
FIRST YEAR REQUIREMENTS (First-year students only): 
 
ENGL-H121-F33 “Ancient Epic” 
T. Cotton 
MWF 10:30am-11:20am 
This course examines a number of classical epics, including the Iliad, Odyssey, and Æneid, and one other 
work. 
 
ENGL-H121-F34 “Literature and Environment” 
C. Shaberg 
TR 11:00am-12:15pm 
This course explores the intersections of culture, ecology, and literary discourse.  In an effort to 
determine how particular narratives reflect, influence, and often define senses of place, space and 
region, this course considers representations of "environment" both in and as literary texts.  Works may 
include those from St. Augustine, Thomas Hariot, Charlotte Smith, Rachel Carson, Don Delillo, Edward 
Abbey, Anne Proulx, Ursula LeGuin, and Mike Tidwell. 
 
HIST-H121-F01 "Rebellion and Revolution in China” 
R. Thum 
TR 3:30pm-4:45pm 
Or 
HIST-H121-F33 "Rebellion and Revolution in China” 
TR 6:20pm-7:35pm 
China is often mistakenly portrayed as a place of conformity and respect for authority.  This course 
shatters that myth by exploring cultures of rebellion and revolution, starting with the China’s latest 
uprisings and protests and tracing traditions of disobedience backward in time through music, visual art, 
literature, artifacts, and historical writing.  Much of the course will focus on the modern period, but we 
will also examine the roots of China’s cultures of rebellion, which reach back over three millennia.  Since 
China represents one quarter of the world’s population, no understanding of the meaning of revolution 
can be complete without a study of China’s revolutionary thought and art.  By drawing comparisons with 
revolutionary traditions from other parts of the world, the course invites students to reexamine their 
own notions of rebellion and revolution in light of this often overlooked but globally significant tradition. 
 
LAS-H121-F01 "Forming the Self: In the Steps of Ignatius Loyola” 
S. Tan 
MWF 2:30pm-3:20pm 
In this course, students will explore the Jesuit, Catholic approach to “forming the whole person,” by 
engaging with thinkers from the liberal arts tradition whose work can help us to understand better how 
some of Ignatius’ key insights may be applied in the present day.  Activities both inside the classroom 
and out are designed to help students engage with the world around them and reflect on their 
experience so that they may be empowered to take an active role in their own formation.  
 
HONS-H194-001 Ignatian Colloquium 
N. Yavneh 
W 4:55pm-6:20pm 



HONORS: 
 
HONS-H394-033 Community Engagement Portfolio 
N. Yavneh 
TBA 
 
HONS-H491-033 Honors Thesis 
N. Yavneh 
TBA 
 
 
CLASSICAL HUMANITIES: 
 
GREK-H295-001 “Beginning Greek” 
K. Rosenbecker 
TR 11:00am-12:15pm 
Language tells us many things about a culture, not only in what people have to say but how they say it. 
This course introduces students to the world of the ancient Greeks through a study of their language. 
Satisfies Literature Honors requirement. 
 
CLHU-H295-051 “Alexander the Great” 
L. Ranner 
TBA 
Satisfies History Honors requirement. 
 
 
ENGLISH: 
 
ENGL-H295-033 “Ancient Epic” 
T. Cotton 
MWF 10:30am-11:20am 
 
 
FINE ARTS: 
 
MUGN-H440-051 “Production of Recorded Music” 
J. Snyder 
WF 4:55pm-6:10pm 
 
 
HISTORY: 
 
HIST-H240-001 “History of New Orleans” 
J. Nystrom 
MWF 2:30pm-3:20pm 
 
 
 



MATHEMATICS: 
 
MATH-H295-033 “The Golden Age of Mathematics” 
R. Tucci  
MWF 9:30am-10:20am 
This course presents important mathematical developments from a cultural, historical, and scientific 
perspective. The course material is taken from important topics such as number theory, logic, analysis, 
probability theory, and other topics of the instructor's choice.  
 
MATH-H295-034 “Calculus I for Honors”  
M. Calzada and P. Corbin 
MWF 8:30am-9:20am with W 12:30pm lab 
 
 
NATURAL SCIENCE: 
 
BIOL-H295-001 “Sociobiology” 
J. Gauthier 
MWF 1:30pm-2:20pm 
The focus of this course is an examination of the evolutionary basis of human social behavior. We will 
begin the course by reviewing the fundamentals of evolutionary theory, including the origin of the first 
replicating molecule  and how this unit eventually encoded proteins that facilitated propagation of the 
former, ultimately leading to what we call a living, “purposeful” organism. We will then examine the 
genetic basis of animal behavior and begin our exploration into the evolution of human social behavior. 
Although there are superficial cultural differences, the human species is unified by genetically based 
adaptive traits that have evolved through natural selection. Scientific approaches to distinguish cultural 
vs. genetic based traits, including comparison of modern and traditional human societies with 
prehistoric humans, other hominids and our close relatives the chimpanzees, will be discussed.  We will 
examine the major evolutionary controversies regarding individual 
(selfish) vs. group (altruistic) selection and how multilevel selection may explain the duality of our 
nature. Students are encouraged to think critically as we draw on information from multiple disciplines 
in this sociobiological investigation of what we are and where we are going. 
 
CHEM-A105/ CHEM-H107-023 “General Chemistry w/ Honors Lab” 
Any professor for lecture, Lab w/ L. Koplitz  
Any section for lecture, Lab W 1:30pm-4:30pm 
 
PSYC-H295-033 “Psychobiology of Gender: Developmental Bases of Sexual Orientation” 
L. Lewis 
MW 3:30pm-4:45pm 
What causes a child to grow up gay or straight? This course is an intensive study of sexuality as the result 
of interactions between genes, sex hormones, and the cells of the developing body and brain. The main 
objectives of this course are (1) to familiarize students with the content and methods of 
psychobiological research on sexual orientation, (2) to encourage thinking about what these methods 
reveal about sexual attraction and its underlying processes, and (3) to provide tools to become more 
informed consumers of psychological research and its application to contemporary issues such as same-
sex marriage, adoption by gay couples, and societal views on sexual attraction. Satisfies Social Science 
and Natural Science Honors requirement. 



PHILOSOPHY: 
 
PHIL-H295-033 “Imaginary Voyages” 
J. Clark 
W 6:20pm-9:00pm 
This course will investigate certain ways in which philosophy and film address the dialectic of fantasy 
and reality. We will examine very brief texts by thinkers such as Hegel, Marx, Freud, and Lacan on 
themes such as fantasy, dream, ideology, fetishism, the imaginary, the symbolic, and the real.  We will 
also read the contemporary philosopher and social critic Slavoj Zizek, who addresses explicitly the 
cinematic expression of such themes. Finally, we will view five enigmatic films of David Lynch (Blue 
Velvet, Wild at Heart, Lost Highway, Mulholland Drive and Inland Empire), analyzing them as revelations 
of the truths of fantasy and reality. In this investigation, we will follow Lynch's own interpretive 
suggestions: that his films have meaning; that we already know their meaning; that we often have 
difficulty recognizing or expressing in words what we already know; that people are intelligent; and that 
they love puzzles.   
 
 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES: 
 
RELS-H295-033 “International Human Rights: An Ethical Perspective” 
K. Keulman 
TR 11:00am-12:15pm 
The course analyzes the way in which the human rights perspective clarifies relations between 
individuals and state authority and defines standards of behavior that societies strive to attain. Derived 
from a number of political and philosophical traditions, the human rights perspective was codified by 
the United Nations in the years following World War II. It has subsequently been verified and developed 
in legal documents that reflect arduous advances in conscience. The course examines international 
human rights and their ethical implications – their philosophical foundation, their development and legal 
acknowledgment in the post-World War II world, and their implementation by unilateral, multilateral, 
domestic and non-governmental means. The course will analyze case studies of crucial controversies 
and decisions in the developing understanding and commitment to international human rights. 
 
LAS –H295-051 “Liberation Theology” 
A. Alcazar 
MW 4:55pm-6:10pm 
Satisfies Religious Studies Honors requirement. 
 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCE: 
 
CMMN-H295-034 “Theories of Media Play” 
D. Myers 
MWF 1:30pm-2:20pm 
This course examines the aesthetics of media use, with special emphasis given to interactive experiences 
with digital media. Students examine classic and contemporary theories of media, cognition, and social 
behavior to better understand play and entertainment within a mass-mediated society. Satisfies English 
Honors requirement. 
 



LING-H295-033 “The Role of Language” 
R. Dewell 
MWF 12:30pm-1:20pm 
This course provides a basic introduction to the field of linguistics. It is designed to make you more 
aware of how language works, how communication happens, what "meaning" means. We will focus 
especially on how language affects your thinking, your judgments, and your social relations. Satisfies 
Social Science, English, History, or Philosophy Honors requirement. 
 
POLS-H295-033 "Social Justice Leadership” 
G. Lopez 
TR 2:00pm-3:15pm 

A life of engagement in social transformation is often built on a foundation of political, social, 
spiritual, religious, and other deeply-held commitments. Using case studies of nationally and 
internationally renowned leaders, this course will examine the underpinnings of social justice 
leadership and the values that drive leaders to a life committed to social change. The class will 
address these topics through films, texts, and personal reflection. The class will consider many 
aspects of leadership, including the social contexts that shaped these individuals, the historical and 
political realities of their time, and the significant individuals, traditions, and ideas that influenced 
them. Satisfies Social Science or Religious Studies Honors requirement. 
 
POLS-H295-034 "Politics and Violence” 
C. Wiseman 
TR 4:55pm-6:10pm 
 


