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WAL: Aspects of Love 
 
Appendix A.  Syllabus 
 

INSTRUCTOR Dr. Mosier.  Office:  344A Bobet Hall.  Phone: 865-2296.  Secretarial 
offices are in Bobet 318.  Work or messages handed in there will be put in my mailbox.  I 
encourage students to e-mail me with questions about their work or the material read.  
My e-mail address is jmosier@loyno.edu. 

OFFICE HOURS Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 7:30-8:30; 9:30-10:30; 11:30-
12:30 
 DESCRIPTION. The subject of this course is romantic love in various manifestations and 
developments as explored by some of the world’s greatest writers. We’ll cover everything 
from childhood infatuation to courtship, disillusionment, happiness, and the loss of 
innocence. And passion. How some people run away from relationships and other 
people rush into them, both for all the wrong reasons. Over the years, writers have said a 
great deal about all these topics.  They’ve analyzed the first stirrings of attraction, 
explained how we fall in love sometimes at first sight, how our hopes are sometimes 
dashed and our fears realized, and, above all, how impossible it is for us to shut our 
feelings. 

The people who’ve written about this complicated and fascinating aspect of being 
human are a varied group, everyone from renowned writers of fiction like Tolstoy, 
Lawrence, and Chekhov to equally accomplished ones that many Americans have never 
read, from Machado de Assis, one of the world’s greatest writers of African descent, to 
the Countess Pardo Bazan, Spain’s greatest woman writer. 

If you’re a psychology major—or just interested in the subject—you’ll find a lot to 
chew on. Some of the important writers studied in this course were medical doctors at a 
time when the psychiatric professions, formally speaking, didn’t exist: Brenner, 
Chekhov, and Schnitzler. Brenner and Schnitzler were both contemporaries of Freud, 
and Brenner was on the staff of a mental institution. Lawrence and Joyce were early 
converts to Freud’s theories. 

As the description indicates, as a result of completing this course you’ll become 
thoroughly acquainted with the general goals of the university’s core curriculum 
required of all undergraduate students: develop critical reading, thinking, and writing 
skills (1); experience how different disciplines focus on the same types of problem (2); 
see how their field of study relates to a larger educational context (3); think critically 
about their world and act justly in it (4); understand and participate in a values-oriented 
education (5). The precise way in which these goals are met is indicated in the “Course 
Outcomes” table below, with the Arabic numerals in parentheses linking the pedagogical 
tool used with the assessment. 

TEXTS There are no books to buy for this course.  The three short volumes of 
reading materials will be delivered to your *.loyno.edu address as electronic texts.   

Course outcomes and how they will be measured are listed below. Each category 
is explained on the following pages. 

Outcome (Objective) Assessment Grade 
Demonstrating an understanding of texts and 

lectures (1, 3) 
30 – 35 Daily 

exercises 
25% 

Explaining significant points in brief essays  30-35 journal entries 20% 
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(4, 5) 
Writing on focused analytical topics (1, 2) Writing analytical essays 30% 
Putting it all together (3, 4) Final examination 15% 

My evaluation of your involvement in this 
course 

Discussion, attention, etc. 10% 

 
Three important stipulations. 
1. Course material (notices, and so forth) is sent to your LOYNO email account. 
2. Although this syllabus is a reliable road map for this course, I reserve the right to 

make modifications both to the schedule and the standards. 
3.  In order to pass this course, a student must turn in all the assigned work and 

meet the attendance standard.  Both are described below. 
Attendance counts. Absences above three will affect your grade, no matter how 

valid the excuse is in your mind, your mother’s mind, your coach’s mind, or the mind of 
some other department or instructor.  Translation: there are no “excused” absences.  
Every absence counts.  Above three and they start to affect your course grade. 

Anyone missing more than seven classes is liable to fail the course, regardless of the 
grades on work submitted. This is not a correspondence course. The primary method of 
checking attendance is the Daily Exercise described below.   

Lateness means the student is not seated and ready to write when the exercises are 
being handed out (completing the daily exercise is proof of your attendance), and 
absence means the student is not there for the full 50 minutes of class. I suggest that 
those of you who are accustomed to wandering in and out of the classroom take 
particular note of this. I do.   

 
ACADEMIC REGULATIONS (INCLUDING UNIVERSITY POLICY ON 

PLAGIARISM):  Students should review the university’s academic regulations: 
http://2016bulletin.loyno.edu/academic-regulations. 

 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: If you have a disability and wish to receive 

accommodations, please contact the Director of Disability Services at 504-865-2990. If 
you wish to receive test accommodations (e.g., extended test time), you will need to give 
the course instructor an official Accommodation Form from Disability Services.  The 
Office of Disability Services is located in Marquette Hall 112. 

 
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: In case there are lost class days because of a 

hurricane evacuation, you should keep up with this class work by accessing this class on 
BLACKBOARD. Go to HOMEWORK and follow the instructions. In the unlikely event of 
a prolonged evacuation, you can continue and even complete this course on-line by 
completing and emailing the assignments to me. If classes are suspended for more than 
two consecutive days, I will immediately send you a two-week study guide that will 
enable you to continue your coursework, even if we find ourselves temporarily without 
electricity. Here is further information on university policy regarding course 
interruptions: 

 

http://2016bulletin.loyno.edu/academic-regulations
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o In the event that there is an interruption to our course due to the cancellation 

of classes by the university as a result of an emergency, we will continue our 

course on Blackboard within 48 hours after cancellation.  

o All students are required to sign on to Blackboard and to keep up with course 
assignments within 48 hours of evacuation and routinely check for 
announcements and course materials associated with each class. Class 
handouts will be posted under “course materials.” 

o Students should be familiar with their responsibilities during emergencies, 
including pre-evacuation and post-evacuation for hurricanes.  This 
information is available on the Academic Affairs web site: 
http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/students-emergency-responsibilities 

o Additional emergency-planning information is also available: 
http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/emergency-planning 

  
Laptops, Ebooks, and Mobile Phones: As some of you may have noticed, 

increasingly instructors are going ballistic about the use of these devices in class.  
Research increasingly seems to show that students making legitimate use of laptops, 
e.g., for taking notes, do not do as well as students taking notes by hand. I have mixed 
feelings about their utility. In a small class like this one, it’s pretty obvious if you’re 
paying attention, just as it’s obvious if you’re using the device as a reader or updating 
your Facebook page—obvious as in ways to shoot yourself in the foot. 

Explanation of Grade Categories 

Grading Scales: For each item immediately above, letter grades A through F are 
assigned the numerical values 11 through 0, and then weighted by their percentage 
value.  Those grades are then converted to a percentage, with 110 being the highest 
theoretical score.  Course grades are computed in five point increments (95 to 100 is an 
A, 90-95 an A-) with points added or subtracted for attendance. 

1.  DAILY EXERCISE: 25%. With occasional exceptions, each class will begin with a 
brief writing assignment that relates to materials you should have read or seen, and 
concepts covered in class. The aim of these daily exercises is to make sure you 
understand the material.  Only five minutes of class time is allotted to this, and there are 
no makeups.   

If you miss, you miss (and you’re absent).  If you’re not in class ready to write when 
I hand out the exercises, you’re absent.  Period.  That is how I keep a record of your 
attendance.  There will be about 35 exercises.   

2. DAILY JOURNAL: 20%.   Towards the end of every class period, I’ll give you a 
topic relating to modern fiction in general, a specific story or group of stories, etc. Write 
a full page on it (about 250 words).   

No: pencils, loose-leaf sheets, or computer-generated text. No other work besides 
the journal entries. You’ll do about 35 journal entries. Late journals won’t be accepted.  
Grades are assigned on the basis of how many essays have been written. If the notebook 
should have 10 essays in it and it only has 6, that’s an F.  7 is get it from someone else in 
class. I will supply the notebooks. 

Please pay particular attention to the following. 
This is an easy way to earn an A.  But as the pedagogical purpose is to get you to 

write regularly on topics related to the class, I don’t mind the bonus.  However, since 

http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/students-emergency-responsibilities
http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/emergency-planning
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this is basically a free grade, I absolutely will not accept work that does not conform 
precisely to the specifications given above as to format and timeliness.  Precisely means 
all entries in an 8 ½ by 11 spiral notebook containing nothing else, at least a full page for 
each entry (single spaced), entries hand written in blue or black ink or ballpoint.   

Since this is in theory a free grade, I tend to get cranky about journals that don’t 
follow the above instructions.  Also: in order to pass this course, you must have handed 
in your journal on the prescribed dates. 

LATE REGISTRATIONS, ABSENCES, ILLNESS:  Students are responsible for getting 
the journal topics for the classes they missed and completing them.  In other words, 
assuming we stick to the schedule on the Course Calendar, your journal grade will be 
based on completing 36 entries—36 pages. 

3. PAPERS: 30%.  There are two of these.  The basics: 1,2000 words. I’ll give you a 
style sheet, together with several very detailed paper guides. I will not read papers that 
do not conform to my instructions. 

Provided you follow certain reasonable stipulations, you’re free to develop your own 
topics for the papers.  As the course progresses, I’ll make suggestions, and if you’re 
drawing a blank, I’ll suggest some topics. Once you submit the paper—on time—I’ll read 
it and give it back to you with suggestions for revision.  Our mutual aim is an A-level 
paper.  Expect 2 or even 3 revisions.  There’s no grade penalty for successive revisions.  
This part of the course is like the journal: follow the instructions and you can earn an A.  
In both cases there’s a catch: you have to follow instructions and meet deadlines.  
Heartless, isn’t it?   
The penalty for missing a deadline: within 96 hours of the due date, an automatic C and 
no chance to revise.  After 96 hours, the grade is an F.  Do I make exceptions?  Sure, but 
you have to negotiate them. 

4. Final Exam 15%.  Yeah, it’s cumulative.  3-4 essays.  This is your chance to assure 
me you’ve learned something. 

 

 

PREREQUISITE:  English 122  

 
THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER.  
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Appendix B:  Texts used in this course. 

 

I  CHILDREN 
 
CHILDREN AT THE BEACH 

José Martinez Ruiz (Spain, 1873-1967) 
A CHRISTMAS TREE AND A WEDDING 

Fyodor Mikhailovitch Dostoevsky (Russia, 1821-1881) 
LA COMENDADORA 

Pedro Antonio de Alarcón (Spain, 1833-1891) 
THREE SELECTED TALES BY GÉZA CSÁTH 

Joszef Brenner (Hungary, 1887-1919) 
 
II ADOLESCENCE—WHATEVER THAT IS 
 
FIRST LOVE 

Emilia Pardo Bazán (Spain, 1852-1921) 
THE MORALIST 

Dinah Silveira de Quieroz (Brazil, 1911-1997) 
QUIET CRISIS 

Margit Kaffka (Hungary, 1880-1918) 
MIDNIGHT MASS 

Joaquim Maria Machado de Assis (Brazil, 1839-1908) 
PRAKOVSKY, THE DEAF BLACKSMITH 

Kálmán Mikszáth (Hungary, 1848-1910) 
 
III FINISHED BEFORE YOU GOT STARTED  
 
THE FOX 

D. H. Lawrence (Great Britain, 1885-1930) 
SINGULARITIES OF A BLONDE 

Joaquim Maria Eça de Quieroz (Portugal, 1845-1900) 
A PAINFUL CASE 

      James Joyce (Ireland, 1882-1941) 
THE “LOVE” TRILOGY  

Anton Pavlovich Chekhov (Russia, 1860-1904) 
 

IV MARRIAGE AND OTHER TEMPTATIONS 
 
LA LUPA 

Giovanni Verga (Italy, 1840-1922.) 
LADY MACBETH OF THE MTSENSK DISTRICT 

Nikolai Semyonovich Leskov (Russia, 1831-1895) 
THE DEVIL 

Leo Nikolayevitch Tolstoy (Russia, 1828-1910) 
LADY WITH THE LITTLE DOG  
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Anton Pavlovich Chekhov (Russia, 1860-1904) 
VERONIKA 

      Theodor Storm (Germany, 1817-1888) 
 
 

V  WORKING IT OUT; OR IS THAT JUST GIVING UP? 
 
THE LITERATURE MASTER  

Anton Pavlovich Chekhov (Russia, 1860-1904) 
THE CAT 

Sidonie-Gabrielle Colette (France, 1873-1954) 
THE HAPPIEST MARRIAGE IN THE WORLD 

Marilia São Paulo Penna e Costa  (Brazil, 1930-1989) 
THE CAPTAIN’S DOLL 

D. H. Lawrence (Great Britain, 1885-1930) 
THREE YEARS 

Anton Pavlovich Chekhov (Russia, 1860-1904) 
 
VI  I DO NOT THINK THAT MEANS WHAT YOU THINK IT MEANS 
 
A SHOCKING ACCIDENT 

Graham Greene (Great Britain, 1904-1991) 
THE TERROR 

Anton Pavlovich Chekhov (Russia, 1860-1904) 
TRISTANA 

Benito Pérez Galdós (Spain, 1843-1920) 
ANA AROUND YOUR NECK  

Anton Pavlovich Chekhov (Russia, 1860-1904) 
LIVING, DYING, LOVING 

Larissa Rákóczy Kovaleno (Ukraine, ??-1929?) 
 
_____________________________________________   

 “Professor Freud would like in the first place to correct a historical error.  Plato is 
not a successor of Aristotle; he was the older man, and a student of Socrates. . . .  
Personally, he has particular difficulty grasping such abstract ideas as were presented in 
the lecture.”  Sigmund Freud, commenting on a talk given by a member of the Vienna 

Psychoanalytic Society. 

 

"Anyone who examines a whole social group patiently and systematically—not in the 
absence of theoretical conceptions, but without trying to protect such theories from the 
real facts and evidence—discovers an astonishing and contradictory history, a history 
made up of contrasts: of impudence and morality, cynicism and tenderness, cruelty and 
generosity; a history, in short, amazingly like real life.” Françoise Barret-Ducrocq, Love 
in the Time of Victoria. 

 
“He displeased them by expounding their own opinions better than they could 
themselves.”  Stendahl, The Red and the Black. 


