
University Courses and Curriculum Committee 
Minutes of Meeting 
September 29, 2016 

 
Members: Marc Manganaro, Chair  Tony DeCuir  Patricia Pearce   

Brad Petitfils   Laurie Phillips  Mike Rachal   
Lydia Voigt    
         

Guests:  Angie Hoffer     
 
The University Courses & Curriculum Committee met on Thursday, September 29, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. in 
Monroe Library, Seminar Room 4.  

New Business 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Course Proposals 
The course proposals of CRIM A290, Criminology, Justice and Katrina, as well as CRIM A295, Crime and 
Disaster, were postponed at the request of the dean.  They will be presented at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting. 
 
College of Music and Fine Arts 
Course Proposal 
Dr. DeCuir presented the new course MUIN M322, Craft Business of Songwriting, for approval.  This 
course was previously offered as a special topics course and is now being proposed as a permanent 
course.  The committee shared concerns of under prepared students enrolling in the course.  Since there 
are no prerequisites or co-requisites it was requested that the course require instructor permission for 
students to enroll.  With this request in mind the committee approved this course.   
 
Common Curriculum Proposals 
Religious Studies  
Dr. Voigt presented the Religious Studies study abroad course In the Footsteps of Ignatius for approval.  
Committee members expressed hope that this course could also be taught online.  It was stated that 
since the course instructor is outside of Academic Affairs, a statement of qualification should be 
provided to the Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness to demonstrate compliance with SACS.  
It was mentioned that research needs should be coordinated with the Monroe Library so that students 
electronically access materials recommended by the instructor while studying abroad.  The request was 
made for the study abroad safety procedures to be added to the syllabus.  The committee approved this 
course. 
 
Dr. Voigt presented the Religious Studies course Victim/Victor Martyrs & Change for approval.  
Committee members expressed significant concern regarding the policy on electronic devices in the 
classroom and the references to students with disabilities. It was requested that these statements be 
removed from the syllabus and that the instructor work with the Office of Disability Services to discuss 
accommodation policies and how these should be communicated in the syllabus. The committee 
approved this course, but this concern must be addressed before it can be officially added to the course 
listing. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 


