
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Please work with your classmates to produce subclaims, supporting textual evidence, and 
collaboratively compose support paragraphs. Each student should offer a subclaim about this 
week’s reading and label it with his or her name. Together, collect textual evidence that 
supports each subclaim. Finally, help each other compose a support paragraph that makes the 
subclaim, presents the textual evidence, and ends with concluding transition statement. Use the 
comment feature to discuss subclaims, evidence, and the composition. I’ve added a few 
templates to get you started. Please copy and paste the template to make your own instance.  
 
EXAMPLE 
Author:  

Tim Welsh 
Subclaim:  

The final line of “The Snow Man” reconfigures our understanding of the poem.  
Evidence:  

- “Nothing that isn’t there, and the nothing that is.” 
Support Paragraph:  

The last line of the poem shifts our perspective, raising a question as to what perspective 
it endorses. After presenting a series of wintery nature scenes, the speaker calls all of it 
“nothing” (15). The final line of the poem, “Nothing that is not there and the nothing that is,” 
reflects back on all the scenes we’ve been given to this point. The snow man perceives “nothing 
that is not there,” such as the “sound of misery” that we humans ascribe to the blowing wind (8). 
As a result, without emotional projections, the snow man receives these scene as bare nature, 
or, in other words, as “nothing” (15). The seemingly contradictory line “the nothing that is” refers, 
then, to these natural elements, which are actually there but without human significance. Thus, 
instead of lamenting the snow man’s coldness toward nature, the poem ends up lauding his 
ability to access unfiltered reality. We, then, the readers are put in the position of reconsidering 
our poetic relationship to these images, as our associations with them obscure our engagement 
with the world as it really is.  
 
TEMPLATE -- COPY AND PASTE AT THE BOTTOM TO MAKE YOUR OWN. 
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