
Spring 2013 Honors Course Descriptions 
 
HUMANITIES SEMINAR:  
 
HIST-H295-033 “Rebellion and Revolution in China” 
R. Thum 
MW 4:55pm-6:10pm 
Or 
HIST-H295-034 “Rebellion and Revolution in China” 
R. Thum 
MW 6:20pm-7:35pm 
China is often mistakenly portrayed as a place of conformity and respect for authority.  This course 
shatters that myth by exploring cultures of rebellion and revolution, starting with the China’s latest 
uprisings and protests and tracing traditions of disobedience backward in time through music, visual art, 
literature, artifacts, and historical writing.  Much of the course will focus on the modern period, but we 
will also examine the roots of China’s cultures of rebellion, which reach back over three millennia.  Since 
China represents one quarter of the world’s population, no understanding of the meaning of revolution 
can be complete without a study of China’s revolutionary thought and art.  By drawing comparisons with 
revolutionary traditions from other parts of the world, the course invites students to reexamine their 
own notions of rebellion and revolution in light of this often overlooked but globally significant tradition. 
 
ENGLISH: 
 
ENGL-H234-001 “Russian Masters: Love and Death on the Eve of the Revolution” 
J. Mosier 
MWF 8:30am-9:20am 
Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, and Chekhov are universally acknowledged as some of the world’s greatest writers 
of fiction, but undergraduate students rarely have the chance to study them.  This seminar allows 
students to explore the major themes adumbrated by these three masters of fiction, who provide 
penetrating studies of the relationships between men and women, parents and children, and human 
beings in a society on the verge of a cataclysmic social change.  Texts include Tolstoy’s  War and Peace, 
Dostovevsky’s The Devils (The Posssessed), and many works by Chekhov, including, “My Life”, “Three 
Years”, “Peasants”, “In the Ravine”, “A Woman’s Kingdom”. Note: there are no texts to buy.  I will 
distribute free electronic versions of the works required, and explain how you can download them 
yourself. 
 
ENGL-H295-033 “Postcolonial Literature: From Orientalism to Cosmopolitanism” 
L. Murphy 
TR 3:30pm-4:45pm 
In 1978, Edward Said wrote the revolutionary work of literary criticism entitled Orientalism, inaugurating 
a new phase of literary critique which we now know as Postcolonial Studies, a field largely dedicated to 
reading the literature produced by African, Indian, and Latin American writers.  Said’s dissection of 
canonical European literature and music revealed the racist and primitivizing tendencies of the West’s 
most treasured works of art.  But long before Said articulated this theory, writers from all over the world 
had been challenging the European canon and critiquing the narrow view Europeans held of colonized 
subjects.  As the “empire writes back,” postcolonial writers depict the effects of colonization and 
develop their own counter-narratives of history, memory, time, and identity through their novels.  Their 



writing inspired revolutions in politics and in ways of thinking.  In recent years, young writers who never 
experienced colonialism are revising our notions of postcolonialism as well, striking out as literary 
cosmopolitans, less concerned with the empire than with more contemporary processes of 
globalization, multilingualism, and consumerism.  This course will read novels that trace this historical 
and literary trajectory.  Readings might include: Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, 
Aime Cesaire’s Notebook of a Return of a Native Son, Carlos Fuentes’ The Campaign, Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez’s Of Love and Other Demons, Jamaica Kincaid’s A Small Place, Salman Rushdie’s Shame, 
Pepetela’s Return of the Water Spirit, Chris Abani’s Graceland, Uwem Akpan’s Say You’re One of Them, 
Jumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake, Junor Diaz’s This is How You Lose Her, Amitav Ghosh’s Sea of Poppies, 
Aravind Adiga’s White Tiger. 
 
 
HISTORY: 
 
HIST-H294-033 “State-Making and Political Imaginations” 
S. Rupakheti 
R 6:20pm-9:00pm 
This course takes on an interdisciplinary inquiry of the various theoretical works that continue to inform 
different understandings and practices of the modern state. We will begin our study of the state by 
probing both its intellectual and historical lineages. Along the way we will read some of the key 
foundational theoretical texts on state and governance to tease out different political imaginations and 
problematics as confronted by people in times and places different than ours. We will then devote the 
second half of the course to complement, complicate and critique various theoretical frameworks with 
select inter-disciplinary case studies covering different regions of the world. 
 
LAS-H295-033 “¡Revolution!  Social Unrest in Guatemala and Iran in Literature and Film”  
N. Henne 
TR 9:30am-10:45am 
In the second half of the 20th century leaders in the United States repeatedly misread the dynamics of 
various revolutions around the world because they often approached these expressions of social unrest 
as though they mirrored each other.  This was especially true of the Latin American, Marxist revolutions 
and the revolutions in Western Asia.  While some root causes may have been comparable, these 
struggles must be understood at a level below the mass behavior of fully-developed revolutions.  To try 
to understand the dynamics of nascent revolutions before they become foreign policy nightmares, we 
will use literature and film of Guatemala and Iran to gain insight into the important differences among 
the many individuals who join together to create the volatile currency of these movements, significantly 
changing the way we see the dynamics of the political organizations these revolutionaries end up 
forging.  In this class, we’ll build a foundation with historical texts and then use literary texts and films to 
provide a window into the nuanced positions of various non-leader individuals in these movements 
before they aligned their positions with large revolutionary groups in order to achieve political currency. 
 
 
MATHEMATICS: 
 
MATH-H295-033 “Introduction to Linear Algebra” 
A. Randall 
MWF 9:30am-10:20am 
 



NATURAL SCIENCE: 
 
BIOL-H295-033 “Human Ecological Science”  
D. White 
TR 9:30am-10:45am 
 Global Climate Change; Natural Selection; State of the World; Population Thinking; Ecological Footprint; 
Coastal Wetlands; Canoeing!  Want to learn about each of these topics from the advanced perspective?  
This exciting course stimulates thought about the human impact on the biosphere through lecture, 
critical writing, carefully directed experiences in the field, and outside class assignment.   We will focus 
on two sub- disciplines of the Biological Sciences – Evolution & Ecology. There are scheduled 3 class field 
experiences (trips) in the course that are very important learning opportunities. 
 
PSYC-H295-051 “Psychobiology of Gender: Developmental Bases of Sexual Orientation” 
L. Lewis 
MW 4:55pm-6:10pm 
What causes a child to grow up gay or straight? This course is an intensive study of sexuality as the result 
of interactions between genes, sex hormones, and the cells of the developing body and brain. The main 
objectives of this course are (1) to familiarize students with the content and methods of 
psychobiological research on sexual orientation, (2) to encourage thinking about what these methods 
reveal about sexual attraction and its underlying processes, and (3) to provide tools to become more 
informed consumers of psychological research and its application to contemporary issues such as same-
sex marriage, adoption by gay couples, and societal views on sexual attraction. 
 
PHILOSOPHY: 
 
PHIL-H295-033 “Nietzsche & Evolutionary Ethics” 
P. Leland 
MWF 1:30pm-2:20pm 
Of the most important moral philosophers in the history of Western thought, Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-
1900) was the first among those to write in the wake of Darwin’s theory of natural selection.  Nietzsche 
was particularly impressed by the implications of the new theory for two related questions.  First, what 
does it mean to be a human being?  Second, if morality is an evolved phenomenon, how should we 
understand human moral psychology and practices?  In important respects, Nietzsche was a forerunner 
to the now burgeoning field of evolutionary ethics.  Arguably the central question in evolutionary ethics 
is this: What role, if any, should biology play in our understanding of morality?  Answers are frequently 
sought via two lines of inquiry.First, how is it that evolution by natural selection has produced creatures 
which possess moral beliefs and feelings?  Creatures which not only cooperate but, in the words of 
Darwin, are sometimes “impelled simply by the deep feeling of right or duty”? Second, what do 
biological explanations of human moral psychology and action imply about the nature of morality?  Can 
our evolutionary past justify moral attitudes and practices?  Does a correct biological description of 
human moral psychology threaten the objective character morality is sometimes thought to possess?  
This course examines these and related questions.  It does so by introducing students to, first, 
Nietzsche’s writings on morality and, second, central concepts and issues in contemporary evolutionary 
ethics. 
 
 
 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES: 



 
RELS-H295-033 “International Human Rights: An Ethical Perspective” 
K. Keulman 
TR 11:00am-12:15pm 
The course analyzes the way in which the human rights perspective clarifies relations between 
individuals and state authority and defines standards of behavior that societies strive to attain. Derived 
from a number of political and philosophical traditions, the human rights perspective was codified by 
the United Nations in the years following World War II. It has subsequently been verified and developed 
in legal documents that reflect arduous advances in conscience. The course examines international 
human rights and their ethical implications – their philosophical foundation, their development and legal 
acknowledgment in the post-World War II world, and their implementation by unilateral, multilateral, 
domestic and non-governmental means. The course will analyze case studies of crucial controversies 
and decisions in the developing understanding and commitment to international human rights. 
 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCE: 
 
ECON-H295-001 “The Contemporary Culture of Capitalism: A Cost Benefit Analysis” 
D. D’Amico  
MWF 2:30pm-3:20pm 
Students will read from a variety of literatures critical, analytical and supportive of global economic 
systems as they exist today. The course presents a critical question to its student audience: what 
institutional arrangements be they economic, cultural, political, social or ideological contribute to which 
facets of our contemporary social world for better or for worse? Lastly students will be presented with 
the ability to recognize and apply theories from comparative political economy, new institutional 
economics and basic economics to analyze, appreciate and critique cultural trends from Glee, to 
Battlestar Galactica, to Jersey Shore, and many more. 
 
HONS-H234-001 “Diversity and the Law” 
M. Pabón López 
M 6:20pm-9:00pm 
This course will examine topics pertaining to how the law affects the lives of minorities and 
underrepresented groups in the United States.  Specific topics to be addressed include law enforcement 
interaction, affirmative action, immigrant integration, children in foster care, etc. Class participation and 
a final paper will be required. 
 
LAS-H295-033 “¡Revolution!  Social Unrest in Guatemala and Iran in Literature and Film”  
N. Henne 
TR 9:30am-10:45am 
In the second half of the 20th century leaders in the United States repeatedly misread the dynamics of 
various revolutions around the world because they often approached these expressions of social unrest 
as though they mirrored each other.  This was especially true of the Latin American, Marxist revolutions 
and the revolutions in Western Asia.  While some root causes may have been comparable, these 
struggles must be understood at a level below the mass behavior of fully-developed revolutions.  To try 
to understand the dynamics of nascent revolutions before they become foreign policy nightmares, we 
will use literature and film of Guatemala and Iran to gain insight into the important differences among 
the many individuals who join together to create the volatile currency of these movements, significantly 
changing the way we see the dynamics of the political organizations these revolutionaries end up 



forging.  In this class, we’ll build a foundation with historical texts and then use literary texts and films to 
provide a window into the nuanced positions of various non-leader individuals in these movements 
before they aligned their positions with large revolutionary groups in order to achieve political currency. 
 
POLS-H295-033 “Social Justice Leadership” 
G. Lopez 
MWF 10:30am-11:20am 

A life of engagement in social transformation is often built on a foundation of political, social, 
spiritual, religious, and other deeply-held commitments. Using case studies of nationally and 
internationally renowned leaders, this course will examine the underpinnings of social justice 
leadership and the values that drive leaders to a life committed to social change. The class will 
address these topics through films, texts, and personal reflection. The class will consider many 
aspects of leadership, including the social contexts that shaped these individuals, the historical and 
political realities of their time, and the significant individuals, traditions, and ideas that influenced 
them. Satisfies Social Science or Religious Studies. 
  
PSYC-H295-051 “Psychobiology of Gender: Developmental Bases of Sexual Orientation” 
L. Lewis 
MW 4:55pm-6:10pm 
What causes a child to grow up gay or straight? This course is an intensive study of sexuality as the result 
of interactions between genes, sex hormones, and the cells of the developing body and brain. The main 
objectives of this course are (1) to familiarize students with the content and methods of 
psychobiological research on sexual orientation, (2) to encourage thinking about what these methods 
reveal about sexual attraction and its underlying processes, and (3) to provide tools to become more 
informed consumers of psychological research and its application to contemporary issues such as same-
sex marriage, adoption by gay couples, and societal views on sexual attraction. 
 
 
WMST-H234-001 “Bodies, Power, and Cultural Production” 
K. Reichard 
TR 11:00am-12:15pm 
Using a feminist theories lens, this course explores the ways power plays itself out in the relationship 
between cultural discourse and the materiality of the body.   Our focus will be on women’s bodies which 
historically have been weighted down by moral, social, and political regulations.  We will consider the 
ways these constraints on women’s bodies are complicated by the binary of representation and matter -
- where representation or cultural production is inscribed as masculine and valued over materiality 
which is inscribed as feminine. We will explore ways women’s cultural production exerts itself in and 
through the in-between spaces of this binary. This course will engage with a variety of women’s literary, 
artistic, and musical cultural expressions and will begin with eighteenth-century proto-feminist 
discourses and continue through to 21st century feminist theory.  


