
Writing About Literature:  Common Curriculum Workgroup 
 
Mary McCay (coordinator, English), Karen Rosenbecker (Languages and Cultures), Brian Sullivan (Library) 
 
Course Description for Bulletin:  Writing About Literature Advanced Common Curriculum courses are 
taught by both the English Department and the Languages and Cultures Department. The courses 
emphasize critical reading and writing about a variety of types of literature. The Advanced Common 
Curriculum courses share many of the same goals as the Introductory Common Curriculum; however, 
their structure is very different. Where Critical Reading and Writing (ENGL T122) introduces students to 
reading non-literary texts that are focused on persuasion and teaches students to think critically about 
argument and to write analytical and argumentative papers, The Writing about Literature courses focus 
on reading literary texts, on examining literary conventions, and on writing analytically about literature. 
As a result, unlike the introductory course (Critical Reading and Writing) where there is one set course, 
the Writing about Literature requirement allows students to choose a course that aligns with their 
interests from an array of offerings. 
 
Criteria for Writing about Literature: 

1. Writing about Literature courses are writing intensive. 

2. Students must write a minimum of 7,000 words (all assignments will be written in English).   

3. Writing must include a substantial revision process. 

4. Students must engage in a process that helps them evaluate and integrate source material into 

textual analysis. 

5. The courses must include a variety of different literary texts. 

6. A substantial number of assignments must be devoted to texts. 

7.  Because these courses are about the processes of thinking critically about literature, writing and 

revising written work, and integrating relevant sources, a single paper does not satisfy the course 

requirements. 

8. All requirements for writing/research must be clearly stated on the syllabus. 

 
Goals and Outcomes: 

1. Goal: Develop and Reinforce Critical Reading and Thinking Skills. 
Outcomes: Common Curriculum Rubric A1, 2, 3, 8, and C1 
a. Students will be able to analyze a work of literature—its thematic point and literary 

elements.  
b. Students will be able to compare different literary texts. 
c. Students will be able to make critical arguments about literature. 
 

 
2. Goal: Develop and Reinforce Critical/Analytical Writing Skills. 

Outcomes: Common Curriculum Rubric A1, 2, 3, 8, and C1 
a. Students will be able to write a mechanically correct paper. 
b. Students will be able to write a clear analysis of a work of literature. 
c. Students will be able to improve their writing through global revisions of their papers. 

 
3. Goal: Develop and reinforce the ability to evaluate and incorporate secondary sources relevant 

to target literature. 
Outcomes: Common Curriculum Rubric A6, A8, and C1 



a. Students will be able to identify resources (e.g. library catalog, MLA International 
Bibliography) appropriate for locating secondary sources on the target literature. 

b. Students will be able to evaluate secondary sources to determine if they are appropriate for 
incorporation into written assignments. 

c. Students will be able to properly incorporate sources using MLA formatting guidelines in 
order to follow the style of the discipline and avoid plagiarism. 
 



 

Assessment: 
1. Examination by holistic scoring of pre- and post-tests of 10 percent of the students each 

semester. Those students (in specific classes) will be chosen randomly and papers will be 
evaluated by members of the departments that are teaching Writing about Literature. There will 
be a blind grading process. These tests will consist of a short (less than a page) piece of 
literature given to students to analyze in class on the first and last day of class.   

2. Student evaluations of the course will NOT be a part of the assessment process. 
3. The library will develop an assessment of evaluating and incorporating secondary sources into 

student papers.  Faculty members may use this assessment or develop their own. 
 
 

Achieving Learning Outcomes 
 

Learning Outcomes Suggested Activities and Assignments;  NOT REQUIRED 

Goal 1: Develop and Reinforce Critical Reading and Thinking Skills 

Analyze a work of 
literature 

 Short writing assignment emphasizing literary analysis. 

 Group work on short poem or story to identify literary elements 

Compare literary texts 
 

 Comparative paper 

 Compare two critical articles 

Show proficiency in the 
critical reading of texts 

 Reading worksheets  

 Document analysis 

 Class discussion guided by “close reading” questions 

 Summarizing an article 

 Reflective writing on assigned readings 

Make critical arguments 
 

 Analyzing a short piece of literature 

Goal 2: Develop and Reinforce Critical/Analytical Writing Skills 

Write mechanically 
correct papers 

 Grammar and style assignments 

 In-class grammar and style exercises  

Write a clear analysis of 
a work of literature 

 In-class writing on a short work of literature to illustrate competence in 
analysis as opposed to summary 

Improve writing 
through global revisions  

 Meetings with tutors in WAC lab, peer editing, individual meetings with 
instructors, revision exercises, responses to instructor’s written feedback 

Goal 3: Develop and Reinforce a Command of evaluating and incorporating secondary sources relevant 
to target literature (Information literacy) 

Identify resources for 
finding secondary 
sources 

 Paper on a target literary text using secondary sources 

 Annotated bibliography 

 Professor provides sources for students to work with in writing papers 

 Library workshop on locating secondary sources 

Evaluate secondary 
sources  

 Evaluating a source paper (1-2 pages) 

 Library workshop on helping students find and evaluate sources 



 Evaluation exercise 

Incorporate sources 
using MLA formatting 
guidelines 

 MLA exercises  

 Grammar and style assignments 

 Peer evaluation for correct citation 

 WAC Lab materials on MLA format 

 WAC Lab presentation or workshop 

 
Achieving Information Literacy Learning Outcomes through Library Instruction  
Instructors can help achieve information literacy learning outcomes by consulting and 
collaborating with librarians. This is optional; it is NOT required. Librarians provide subject 
knowledge and instruction on the research process, including navigating and evaluating electronic 
and print resources. Librarians can also enable instructors to integrate instructional technologies 
that aid in the writing and research process.  
Library instruction involves optional in-class activities that utilize active learning to help students 
conduct research. In addition to library instruction, individual students can interact with a librarian 
outside of regular class times through appointments or at the library’s Learning Commons desk.  
 

Rubric for Evaluating Writing About Literature Proposals 
 
To be completed by the Writing About Literature Workgroup.  
 
Recommendations 
Recommend: The requirements are fully met. 
Recommend with revisions: The requirements are partially met and/or require revisions. 
Not recommend: The requirements are not met. 
 

Requirements  Recommendation Comments  

Alignment with course 
description 

 
 
 

  
 

Incorporation of learning 
outcomes 

 Critical Reading and 
Thinking Skills 

 Critical/Analytical 
Writing Skills 

 Incorporating and 
evaluating secondary 
sources  

  

Inclusion of activities and 
assignments that achieve 
learning outcomes 

  
 



 Critical Reading and 
Thinking Skills 

 Critical/Analytical 
Writing Skills 

 Incorporating and 
evaluating secondary 
sources 

 
Overall Recommendation: 
 
Additional Comments: 
 


