
RELIGIOUS STUDIES AND THE ADVANCED COMMON CURRICULUM 
 
The Advanced Common Curriculum courses share many of the same goals as 
the Introductory Common Curriculum courses in Religions of the World and 
Christianity and Society. In terms of structure, however, the Advanced level 
courses move beyond the broad survey approach that is appropriate to an 
introduction.  Instead, these Advanced courses focus more tightly on a religion, 
theme, or era, allowing the student to delve deeper into the subject. While the 
student gets a broad but shallow exposure in the Introductory courses, they are 
able to gain a deeper understanding of a particular religious topic at the 
Advanced level, choosing an individual course more germane to their major or 
more appealing to their personal interests.  
 
All courses in the common curriculum also seek to advance the general goals of 
the department of Religious studies. Because of the department's history of 
heavy participation in the common curriculum, much thought has been given to 
the religious education of all Loyola students.  The goals are as follows: 
 

I. Students will have a basic literacy in Religions of the World and 
Christianity. 
 
A. They will be able to identify key religious terms, ideas, and 

institutions. 
B. They will be able to locate sacred sites and geographic movements 

in the world’s religions. 
C. They will be able to generate a timeline of major religious events in 

Religions of the World and Christianity. 
D. They will be able to compare fundamental teachings and central 

doctrines in these religions. 
 

II. They will be able to read and interpret religious texts; and they will be 
able to read and understand the writings of major thinkers in the 
various religious traditions. 
 
A. They will recognize important literary genres, literary styles, and 

religious motifs. 
B. They will understand the principles of readings texts critically, such 

as the Bible, major Christian writings, and the great texts of the 
world’s religions. 

C. They will be able to understand the texts and writings of major 
religious figures. 

D. They will be able to compare intellectual positions of major thinkers 
and the ideas expressed in their texts. 

 
III. They will be able to trace the historical development of beliefs and 

practices. 
 



A. They will be able to trace the development of concepts on the 
nature of God. 

B. They will understand the formation process for canons of sacred 
literature, both among Religions of the World and Christianity. 

C. They will be able to chart the emergence and development of 
liturgies, rituals, and systems of religious thought. 

 
IV. They will have an understanding of Faith and Tradition in religious 

faiths. 
 
A. They will be able to cite components of faith and tradition in the 

various religions. 
B. They will have critical insight into the systematic aspects of both 

faith and tradition in the various religions. 
C. They will understand the internal complexities within various 

religious traditions. 
 

V. They will have an understanding of ethics, moral theology, and 
concepts of justice. 
 
A. They will have a basic knowledge of Catholic social teaching. 
B. They will understand modes of ethical reasoning. 
C. They will be able to apply ethical principles to contemporary 

situations. 
 
 
All the Religious Studies Advanced Common Curriculum courses to be 
considered will be courses that are offered and approved by the Religious 
Studies Department. The approval process is as follows: 
 
1. Departmental evaluation & approval  
2. Dean’s evaluation & approval  
3. SCCC’s evaluation & approval  
4. UC&CC for final recommendation  
 
 
These courses will to some extent achieve all the following learning outcomes for 
our students:   
 
Critical Thinking (A1)  
Written Communication (A3)  
Oral Communication (A4)  
Information Literacy (A6)  
Interdisciplinary Knowledge and Skills (A7)  
Religious Traditions (C6) 
Global Understandings (C9)  
Exploration of Diversity (D1)  
Acting Justly & Ethically (D5)  



 
 

Learning Outcomes Suggestions for Activities and Assignments to 
Achieve these Outcomes  

Critical Thinking (A1)  

Students will be able to critically examine statements 
made in our culture about religious thought so as to 
discern and critique much of the nonsense that is 
articulated. 

 Class Discussion 

 Close Reading Exercises 

 Book, article reviews 

 Peer critique on Discussion Board 

Students will demonstrate proficiency in the critical 
reading of both primary religious texts and 
secondary sources.  

 

 Textual Analysis exercises 

 Applied assignments (eg, redaction criticism) 

 Classroom Discussion 

 Discussion Boards 

Written Communication (A3)  
Students will demonstrate proficiency in critically 
engaging religious texts, rituals, and concepts, while 
articulating their own responses, both personal and 
academic. 

 Discussion Boards 

 Short response assignments 

 Critical summaries 

 Research papers 

 Exam essay questions 

Oral Communication (A4)  

Students will be able to engage diverse cultures in a 
respectful but critically engaged way, formulating 
relevant questions and defending opinions. 

 Classroom discussion 

 Formal debates 

 Oral presentations 

Information Literacy (A6)   

Students will be able to access and process the 
material from religious texts and traditions. 

 Bibliographies 

 Web page assignments 

 Primary source assignments 

Interdisciplinary Knowledge and Skills (A7)   

Students will be able to approach material from more 
than one disciplinary direction (theological, 
sociological, anthropological, etc) 

 Lectures and discussions 

 Multiple assignments/quizzes on the same 
material 

 

Religious Traditions (C6)  

Students will have a greater knowledge about the 
nature of religious experience in our world. 

 Class lectures & discussions 

 Contrasting primary source papers / 
discussions 

Students will have a deeper appreciation for religious 
phenomena 

 Field trips, assignments 

 Religious films/media 

  

Global Understandings (C9)   

Compare and contrast how different cultures engage 
with similar topics while trying to understand the 
universality of religious experience.  
 

 Media critique 

 Close reading of texts from multiple 
religions 

 Research essays 

Exploration of Diversity (D1)   

Students will have a greater tolerance for people of 
different religious persuasions 

 Field trips, assignments 

 Religious films/media 

 Media critique 
 

Acting Justly & Ethically (D5)   

Students will appreciate religious diversity and be 
sensitive to religious persecution. They will develop a 
sense of the political impact of religious beliefs. 

 Service Learning 

 Class debates on ethical issues 

 Class discussion of media 



Here is a sample of some of the course themes students will be able to take to fulfill this 
requirement: 
 
RELS V358 Ignatius Loyola 3 crs. 
The course will analyze the vision of God, the world and the human person 
presented by Ignatius Loyola in his Spiritual Exercises. The course will also 
develop themes of creation, sin and mercy, discipleship, Christian discernment, 
and the Paschal Mystery, and will study the Ignatian vision as embodied in the 
20th-century writer, Teilhard de Chardin. 
 
RELS V260 Discovering Islam  
This course is an introduction into the central experiences and teachings of 
Islam. Topics include Muhammad, Qur’an, Sunna, Shi’as, Sunnis, Sufis, 
relationships to Judaism and Christianity, the problems of modernity, and Islam in 
North America. 
 
RELS U388 Sin: History of an Idea  
This course links together central human questions of personal and social moral 
responsibility and of relationship with God. Sin will be studied in historical and 
biblical contexts. Ethical, psychological, sociological, religious, and literary 
perspectives will be used in reappraisal of this key category of Judeo-Christian 
tradition. 
 
RELS U377 Buddhism  
This course is a study of the rise and development of the Buddha’s Middle Way. 
The life of the Buddha, basic texts and scriptures, and schools of thought will be 
studied. Topics include nirvana, enlightenment, emptiness, Theravada/ 
Mahayana, and the differences among Indian, Chinese, and Japanese 
Buddhism. 
 
RELS U343 Women in Christianity  
This course is an examination in historical terms of the tension between the 
significant religious opportunities available to women in the Christian tradition, 
and the subordination of women in Christian institutions. This historical 
examination will begin with women in the scriptures, trace women in European 
Christian history through the Reformation, and then focus on Christian women in 
America. 
 
 
 


