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Loyola Institute for Ministry 
Religious Education in Theory and Practice 

RELM 400  - Default Syllabus 
 

Instructor:  
Email:  
Phone: 
Office: 
 
Class Location and Meeting Time: 
 
Course Description: 
 
Foundational questions of religious education are investigated with particular focus given to the 
relationship between theory and practice. 
 
Key Learning Outcomes: 
 
By the end of this course students will have developed: 
• an understanding of the range of religious education theories  
• a theological understanding of religious education as a form of evangelization   
• a working facility with key ecclesial documents that address religious education  
• an appreciation of key pastoral issues surrounding the practice of religious education  
• increased digital media literacy for retrieving and evaluating online religious education tools 

and resources  
• a model for leadership in religious education and volunteer management 
 
Required Texts: 
 

• Groome, Thomas H. Will There Be Faith? A New Vision for Educating and Growing 
Disciples: HarperOne, 2011. ISBN-13: 978-0062037282; $15.99 Print, $10.23 Electronic. 

• Kravatz, Marylin T. Partners In Wisdom And Grace : Catechesis And Religious 
Education In Dialogue. n.p.: Lanham, Md. : University Press of America, 2010. ISBN-
13: 978- 0761849384; $32.99 Print. 

• McKee, Johnathan and Thomas McKee. The New Breed of Volunteers. Simply Youth 
Ministry, 2012. ISBN 0764486195. $16.96. 

 
Resource Texts: 

• United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. National Directory for Catechesis. 
Washington: USCCB, 2005.  

• Congregation for the Clergy. General Directory for Catechesis. Washington: USCCB, 
1997.  08671648601 

 
Other recommended and Optional Articles may be found in the Course Resources section of the 
Blackboard site (in the Resources>Course Resources section of the Blackboard course site) 
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Course Topics and Sequence: 
 

Session 1: Introduction to Religious Education 
Session 2  Theories of Religious Education  
Session 3: Models of Religious Education Leadership  
Session 4:  Religious Education and Catechesis 
Session 5:  Catechesis as a Ministry of the Word 
Session 6:  RCIA and Religious Education 
Session 7:  Midterm 
Session 8:  Religious Education for Youth 
Session 9:  Religious Education for Young Adults 
Session 10: Religious Education for Adults 
Session 11: Community as a Context for Religious Education 
Session 12: Liturgy and Religious Education 
Session 13: Planning for Religious Education 
Session 14: Finding and Mentoring Religious Educators 
Session 15: Presentation of Results of Religious Education Plans 
Session 16: Presentation of Results of Religious Education Plans 

 
Assignments Detail: 
 
40% -- Substantive Participation in Weekly Online Class Discussions.  The grade will be based 
on consistent contributions to class discussions each week whereby the student demonstrates 
critical reflection on both assigned readings and relevant experience. 
 
10%-- Research Presentation.  Students will sign up for one of the course sessions and select a 
peer-reviewed journal article that is related to the week’s topic that they are responsible for 
presenting.  The article must be of at least 10 pages in length. 
 
25% -- Midterm 
 
25% -- Religious Education Plan Due at the End of Course         

 
The final assignment for this course, worth 25% of your grade, will be a project that you 
will develop over the course.  Instead of a traditional research paper, my hope for this final 
assignment is that it will be something practical and useful for you in your ministerial work.  
Along these lines, for your final project, I would like you to create a Religious Education 
Plan.  If you already have a one as part of your ministry, you are welcome to use that as the 
basis of this final project and tweak it according to your project. You can also invent a 
brand new plan.  Your plan should be based on current religious education theory and 
practice.  

The Criteria of your Final Project:  
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Format: 7-10 pages, with charts and other visuals on additional pages; Times New Roman 
font, 12 point size, double spaced, one inch margins.   

Your Final Project will have the following parts:   

1) Description of the Religious Education Context:  Whom are you working with? 
(Children, teens, young adults, adults, etc.)  What is the context of your ministry? 
(sacramental preparation, RCIC or RCIA, adult faith formation, etc.)  What are the practical 
details that surround your ministry? (resources and staff available, number of people you are 
serving, anything about the greater community that may be relevant, etc.)   

2) Your Vision of Religious Education Leadership:  Given your context that you describe in 
Part 1, what is your overall vision of religious education that animates your plan? In 
addition to helping people learn more about the faith, what is your fundamental reason for 
serving this ministry? What are you really hoping to achieve?  What is religious education 
really all about for you?  Use the GDC, NDC, your research, course videos and other course 
materials to support your vision.  What is your vision of leadership (including finding, 
recruiting, educating and mentoring religious educators)? 

3) The Plan Itself:  In describing your plan, be sure to articulate or name:  

a) Goals and Outcomes,  b) Curriculum,  c)Topics, d)Timeline, e) Resources and 
Materials You may include a chart or any other formatting that is helpful to you, f) 
Research that informs your plan.  

4) Analysis:   In this section, tell me about some of the decisions you made in creating the 
plan. More specifically:  

• In what ways does your plan reflect your vision for religious education that you 
articulated in Part 2? (Important! Be sure to address this!)   

• What did you learn from your research that enhanced your plan? 
• What is the greatest strength of this plan?   
• What are some foreseeable challenges in carrying out this plan? How might you/your 

team meet these challenges?  
 

Grading and Assessment:  
To grade your plan, I will follow closely this five-part outline that I just described above. I 
will be looking for the five parts of this outline and the key elements I named under each 
part. Here is how I will be evaluating your plan:  

1) Description of the Religious Education Context  - 6 points  
2) Your Vision of Religious Education Leadership  - 20 points  
3) The Plan Itself  - 12 points  
4) Analysis   - 12 points  

 
Total:  50 points  
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Grading Scale and Characteristics of Student Work: 
 
A (100-93%)  Work done with distinction. An outstanding use of all four evaluation criteria as a 
catalyst for critical reflection. 
A-(92-90%) Work done with distinction, with a few minor corrections needed. 
B+ (89-87%) Work of very good quality. The assignment is addressed in an exceptional manner 
with a good balance of personal insight and academic documentation. 
B (86-83%) The assignment is well done and addresses most but not all aspects of the 
assignment with appropriate documentation 
B- (82-80%) The work addresses most of the assignment, but needs better organization or 
improvement in presentation.  
C+ (79-77%) Evaluation criteria are not adequately met in the assignment. Moderate 
improvement is needed.  
C  (76-73%) Evaluation criteria are not met in significant areas; considerable improvement is 
needed.  
D  (70-73%).  Minimally passing.  Major areas of the assignment are missing or done poorly. 
F  (69-0%) Assignment not addressed at all, incomplete assignment, or not submitted on time. 
 
Course and University Policies 
 
Missed Work: If you foresee that you will be unable to participate in a given week, please 
contact the instructor ahead of time. Generally, extensions for a valid reason may be granted, if 
you arrange for this ahead of time. If you are absent for 3 sessions, you will be dropped from the 
class.   
 
Statement of Incomplete Grades: If by the end of the course you do not submit your final 
assignment but with the instructor arrange to do so later, you will be given an “I” or Incomplete 
for the course.  Grades of “I” (incomplete) change to “F” automatically if the course is not 
completed and the grade changed by the sixth week of the subsequent term, excluding summer 
terms. 
 
Statement on Intellectual Honesty: Intellectual honesty is simply acknowledging, through 
documentation, all those sources that the writer has used in preparing any written work. 
 
Plagiarism, the obverse of intellectual honesty, is the use of any form of material, whether 
written or verbal, without formal indebtedness through documentation. The paraphrasing of any 
work, either written by other students or found in print or in an electronic form, without 
acknowledgement, is plagiarism. Not properly identifying the source of a quotation, even though 
the quotation is enclosed in quotation marks, is also plagiarism. Not only the exact language of a 
sentence or phrase, but any material falsely presented as one’s own – an ideal, a concept, data, 
graphs, or a line of argument – constitutes plagiarism. Any material that neither originates with 
the student nor is common knowledge among educated persons must be formally acknowledged. 
 
It must be remembered that written work stands on its own, not on the intention of the writer. 
The burden of academic honesty rests on the student, not on the instructor. If students have any 
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doubts about what constitutes plagiarism or what is required, they should inquire before the work 
is submitted. Otherwise, they open themselves to charges of plagiarism. 
 
The penalties for plagiarism are severe: a student who is found to have plagiarized or to have 
assisted another student in plagiarizing may be given a failing grade for the course on the first 
violation; a second offense may result in exclusion or dismissal from the university. 
 
Disability Statement:  
If you have a disability and wish to receive accommodations, please contact Disability Services 
at 504-865-2990, ods@loyno.edu, or visit the Office of Disability Services in Marquette Hall 
112. Please note that before any accommodations can be implemented, you must obtain an 
official Course Accommodation Record from Disability Services for my signature. 

In Case of University Interruptions: 

• At times, ordinary university operations are interrupted as a result of tropical storms, 
hurricanes, or other emergencies that require evacuation or suspension of on-campus 
activities.  To prepare for such emergencies, all students will do the following during the first 
week of classes: 

1. Practice signing on for each course through Blackboard. 

2. Provide regular and alternative e-mail address and phone contact information to 
each instructor. 

• In the event of an interruption  to our course due to the result of an emergency requiring an 
evacuation or suspension of campus activities, students will: 

3. Pack textbooks, assignments, syllabi and any other needed materials for each 
course ad bring during an evacuation/suspension 

4. Keep up with course work during the evacuation/suspension as specified on 
course syllabi and on-line Blackboard courses. 

5. Complete any reading and/or writing assignments given by professors before 
emergency began. 

 

Assuming a power source is available.... 

6. Log on to university Web site within 48 hours of an evacuation/suspension. 

7. Monitor the main university site (www.loyno.edu) for general information. 
 
8. Log on to each course through Blackboard or e-mail within 48 hours of an 
evacuation/suspension to receive further information regarding contacting course 
instructors for assignments, etc. 
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9. Complete Blackboard and/or other online assignments posted by professors 
(students are required to turn in assignments on time during the 
evacuation/suspension period and once the university campus has reopened.) 

10. Contact professors during an evacuation/suspension (or as soon as classes 
resume on campus) to explain any emergency circumstances that may have 
prevented them from completing expected work. 

 




