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Loyola Institute for Ministry 
Theology of Ministry 

RELM 380  - Default Syllabus 
 

Instructor:  
Email: 	  
Phone: 
Office: 
 
Class Location and Meeting Time: 
 
Course Description: 
 
An exploration of Christian ministry grounded in scripture and the historical tradition, but 
focused on the contemporary situation, especially within Roman Catholicism.  
 
Key Learning Outcomes: 
 
By the end of this course students will have developed: 

• an account of the Catholic understanding of ministry today 
• an initial description and understanding of a concern to be analyzed 
• an appreciation of the various contexts affecting any ministry 
• a method for engaging in contextual analysis for ministry 
• development of feasible and faithful strategies for addressing a ministry situation. 

 
Required Texts: 
 
Fleischer, Barbara et al. Introduction to Practical Theology. New Orleans: Loyola 

Institute for Ministry, 2011. (Available in the Blackboard site, Resources>Course 
Resources). Assigned chapters are also embedded in the assignments of each session. 

 
Edward P. Hahnenberg, Theology for Ministry: An Introduction for Lay Ministers. 

Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2014. ISBN-13: 978-0814635216.  14.95.  
 
Keirsey, David and Bates, Marilyn. Please Understand Me. Del Mar, CA: Prometheus 
      Nemesis Books, 1984. ISBN: ISBN-13: 978-0960695409. $14.95.  
 
Veling, Terry. Practical Theology: On Earth as It Is in Heaven. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 
      2005. ISBN: 1-57075-614-7. $28. 
 
Other recommended and Optional Articles may be found in the Course Resources section 
of the Blackboard site. 
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Recommended Resources (found in the Resources>Course Resources section of the 
Blackboard course site): 
 
Course Topics and Sequence: 
 
Session 1:  Introduction to Ministry 
Session 2:  Biblical and historical sources for Ministry 
Session 3:  The Method of Practical Theology for Ministry 
Session 4:  Ministry in Contexts 
Session 5:  Spirituality for Ministry 
Session 6:  Communication for Ministry 
Session 7:  Theological Reflection Process 
Session 8:  Review of Ministry Praxis 
Session 9:  Sociocultural Context of Ministry 
Session 10:  Personal Context of Ministry 
Session 11:  Institutional Context of Ministry 
Session 12:  Christian Tradition 
Session 13:  Creation as a Meta-Context 
Session 14: Practicing Theology in Ministry 
Session 15: Presentations of results of explorations and strategies 
Session 16: Presentations of results of explorations and strategies 
 
Assignments Detail: 
 
40% -- Substantive Participation in Class Discussions.  The grade will be based on 
consistent contributions to class discussions each week whereby the student demonstrates 
critical reflection on both assigned readings and relevant experience. 
 
10% -- Initial Ministry Praxis Concern Presentation (Due Session 4). Because the 
course requires the identification of a clear “concern” that the student chooses to explore, 
this initial paper helps to ensure that the student begins with a workable situation to 
analyze.  The student receives 5 points if the paper is turned in on time; 0 if it is late.  The 
assignment is below:  
 

Identify a concern you have noticed, related to your ministry praxis, or a concern 
that you feel you are called to address in some way.  A “concern” is situation that 
has called your attention and reveals a need for improvement or development.  It 
may be a situation that you face in your ministry, or one that you have discerned 
that God is calling you to become newly engaged in your neighborhood, 
community, or wider world.  (Remember that it should be a situation where it 
would be appropriate for you to become engaged or take action in some way.  You 
will be asked in your final paper to propose a feasible and faithful course of action 
that you might take to begin to address this situation, based upon the research and 
reflections that you do during this course.)  Then write: 
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1. A brief description of the concern you identified: What have you observed? 

Who is involved? Where and when does it take place?  Focus on descriptive 
information in this step.  
 

2. Your own initial understanding of what you perceive to be influencing or 
creating that situation of concern.  What is at the heart of your concern?  Why 
does it call your attention?  What are the factors that contribute to it or are at 
play in this situation? What are the dynamics involved?  How do you 
understand God’s presence in this situation?   

 
Note: you may be engaged in more than one activity that you consider to be a 
ministry. Choose one concern to be a focus of study in this course. If you have 
difficulties in identifying a concern, please email your instructor.) Your essay 
should be about 750-1000 words in length.  

 
5%  -- Ministry Praxis Concern Revision (Due Session 6). This paper will be graded on 
the basis of the student’s attention to the feedback provided after Session 2 and attention 
to the two areas described above (Description and Initial Understanding of the dynamics 
involved). 
 
5% -- Sociocultural Exploration (Dues Session 10).  In a 500-750 word research-
reflection essay, summarize the results of your sociocultural research related to your 
concern and note how it tests, challenges, or expands your initial understanding of the 
situation. 
 
5% -- Personal Context of Ministry Assignment (Due at the end of Session 11). Using 
the resources provided in Session Six, reflect on your own gifts and areas for growth in 
addressing the issue of concern that you have identified.  500-750 word reflective essay. 
 
5% Institutional Context of Ministry Exploration (Due Session 12) -- Using the 
resources provided in Session Six and your research, reflect on your own gifts and areas 
for growth in addressing the issue of concern that you have identified.  500-750 word 
research-reflection essay. 
 
5% -- Christian Tradition Exploration (Due Session 13) -- Using the resources provided 
in Session Eight and your research, reflect on an aspect of the Christian tradition that 
speaks to and guides the direction for addressing the issue of concern that you have 
identified.  500-750 word research-reflection essay. 
 
5% -- Creation Context of Ministry Exploration (Due Session 14) -- Using the 
resources provided in Session Seven and your research, reflect on Creation in the area of 
your concern and relate it to its implications for the issue of concern that you have 
identified.  500-750 word reflective essay. 
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20%  Summary of all explorations and proposed ministry strategy (Due at the end of 
Course).  In bullet points, summarize the major insights you have gained through your 
various contextual reflection.  Then, summarize how those insights test, challenge or 
expand your initial understanding of the dynamics of the situation of concern you 
identified.  Finally, propose a strategy that you would use to begin addressing that 
particular concern. 
 
Grading Scale and Characteristics of Student Work: 
 
A (100-93%)  Work done with distinction. An outstanding use of all four evaluation 
criteria as a catalyst for critical reflection. 
A-(92-90%) Work done with distinction, with a few minor corrections needed. 
B+ (89-87%) Work of very good quality. The assignment is addressed in an exceptional 
manner with a good balance of personal insight and academic documentation. 
B (86-83%) The assignment is well done and addresses most but not all aspects of the 
assignment with appropriate documentation 
B- (82-80%) The work addresses most of the assignment, but needs better organization 
or improvement in presentation.  
C+ (79-77%) Evaluation criteria are not adequately met in the assignment. Moderate 
improvement is needed.  
C  (76-73%) Evaluation criteria are not met in significant areas; considerable 
improvement is needed.  
D  (70-73%).  Minimally passing.  Major areas of the assignment are missing or done 
poorly. 
F  (69-0%) Assignment not addressed at all, incomplete assignment, or not submitted 
on time. 
 
Course and University Policies 
 
Missed Work: If you foresee that you will be unable to participate in a given week, 
please contact the instructor ahead of time. Generally, extensions for a valid reason may 
be granted, if you arrange for this ahead of time. If you are absent for 3 sessions, you will 
be dropped from the class.   
 
Statement of Incomplete Grades: If by the end of the course you do not submit your 
final assignment but with the instructor arrange to do so later, you will be given an “I” or 
Incomplete for the course.  Grades of “I” (incomplete) change to “F” automatically if the 
course is not completed and the grade changed by the sixth week of the subsequent term, 
excluding summer terms. 
 
Statement on Intellectual Honesty: Intellectual honesty is simply acknowledging, 
through documentation, all those sources that the writer has used in preparing any written 
work. 
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Plagiarism, the obverse of intellectual honesty, is the use of any form of material, 
whether written or verbal, without formal indebtedness through documentation. The 
paraphrasing of any work, either written by other students or found in print or in an 
electronic form, without acknowledgement, is plagiarism. Not properly identifying the 
source of a quotation, even though the quotation is enclosed in quotation marks, is also 
plagiarism. Not only the exact language of a sentence or phrase, but any material falsely 
presented as one’s own – an ideal, a concept, data, graphs, or a line of argument – 
constitutes plagiarism. Any material that neither originates with the student nor is 
common knowledge among educated persons must be formally acknowledged. 
 
It must be remembered that written work stands on its own, not on the intention of the 
writer. The burden of academic honesty rests on the student, not on the instructor. If 
students have any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism or what is required, they 
should inquire before the work is submitted. Otherwise, they open themselves to charges 
of plagiarism. 
 
The penalties for plagiarism are severe: a student who is found to have plagiarized or to 
have assisted another student in plagiarizing may be given a failing grade for the course 
on the first violation; a second offense may result in exclusion or dismissal from the 
university. 
 
Disability Statement:  
If you have a disability and wish to receive accommodations, please contact Disability 
Services at 504-865-2990, ods@loyno.edu, or visit the Office of Disability Services in 
Marquette Hall 112. Please note that before any accommodations can be implemented, 
you must obtain an official Course Accommodation Record from Disability Services for 
my signature. 

 

 

In Case of University Interruptions: 

• At times, ordinary university operations are interrupted as a result of tropical storms, 
hurricanes, or other emergencies that require evacuation or suspension of on-campus 
activities.  To prepare for such emergencies, all students will do the following during 
the first week of classes: 

1. Practice signing on for each course through Blackboard. 

2. Provide regular and alternative e-mail address and phone contact 
information to each instructor. 
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• In the event of an interruption  to our course due to the result of an emergency 
requiring an evacuation or suspension of campus activities, students will: 

3. Pack textbooks, assignments, syllabi and any other needed materials for 
each course ad bring during an evacuation/suspension 

4. Keep up with course work during the evacuation/suspension as specified on 
course syllabi and on-line Blackboard courses. 

5. Complete any reading and/or writing assignments given by professors 
before emergency began. 

Assuming a power source is available.... 

6. Log on to university Web site within 48 hours of an evacuation/suspension. 

7. Monitor the main university site (www.loyno.edu) for general information. 
 
8. Log on to each course through Blackboard or e-mail within 48 hours of an 
evacuation/suspension to receive further information regarding contacting 
course instructors for assignments, etc. 

9. Complete Blackboard and/or other online assignments posted by professors 
(students are required to turn in assignments on time during the 
evacuation/suspension period and once the university campus has reopened.) 

10. Contact professors during an evacuation/suspension (or as soon as classes 
resume on campus) to explain any emergency circumstances that may have 
prevented them from completing expected work. 

 




