
Loyola Core Criteria: Philosophy I: Introduction to Philosophical Reasoning

1. Description: Introduction to Philosophical Reasoning (IPR) is the umbrella title for a set 
of courses that serve as an introductory course in philosophy.  Because the methods of 
philosophical reasoning can be applied to many different topics, IPR will allow for the 
various philosophy faculty members to design their own specific introductory classes.   
However, all IPR courses will cover major systematic areas of philosophical inquiry, 
inculcate in students habits of clear and logical thinking, and cultivate the students’ 
critical thinking, reading, and writing skills.  These courses will help provide the student 
with fundamental reasoning skills that can be applied to future coursework and will 
provide unifying principles for other philosophy courses in the Common Curriculum.

2. Format: Though IPR courses will differ depending on the specific version, there are 
elements that all IPR courses will share.  They will all be primarily lecture courses, but 
with class participation encouraged.  Also, each section of IPR will engage the student in 
serious reflection on a selection of core philosophical issues, and in doing so will engage 
at least two of the three major systematic areas of philosophical inquiry: Metaphysics, 
Epistemology, and Ethics. 

3. Goals: All IPR courses will have the following goals: 

 Goal 1: Develop student competence in philosophical inquiry. This Goal is to be realized 

by means of two Learning Objectives. 

◦ Objective 1 is the preparation of students to read and plausibly interpret (with 

pedagogical help) primary texts in philosophy. 

◦ Objective 2 is the development of student ability to summarize and evaluate some of 

the arguments, problems, questions, or issues central to philosophy.

 Goal 2: Students will engage in philosophical inquiry concerning fundamental questions 

in at least two of the three systematic areas of epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics. 
This Goal is to be realized by means of three Learning Objectives (each course will fulfill
two of the following): 

◦ Objective 1 is the development of student ability to summarize and evaluate some of 

the arguments, problems, questions, or issues central to epistemology.

◦ Objective 2 is the development of student ability to summarize and evaluate some of 

the arguments, problems, questions, or issues central to metaphysics.

◦ Objective 3 is the development of student ability to summarize and evaluate some of 

the arguments, problems, questions, or issues central to ethics. 

4. Grades & Assessments: The following table includes recommended graded assignments 
and assessments professors might use to measure student learning and achievement of the
course goals. (Please note that these are only recommendations; professors have wide 
leeway in determining how their courses are graded and assessed.)



IPR Goals Example Graded 
Assignments

Example Assessment 
Activities

Goal 1:Develop student 
competence in philosophical 
inquiry.

 Obj. 1: Read and interpret 
primary texts.

Full class and small group 
discussions of primary texts.

Homework assignments 
requiring textual exegesis and 
argument analysis.

Guided Discussion Rubric: 
Professor designs rubric to 
record critical content 
knowledge on topic and 
evaluate respectful discourse 
and critical engagement on 
part of students.

 Obj. 2: Summarize and 
evaluate philosophical 
arguments and issues.

Short papers or exams 
requiring the summation and 
critical evaluation of 
philosophical issues

Embedded Exam Questions: 
Professor grades exams, 
reviews answers on specific 
and critical questions to ensure
class is correctly identifying 
content.

Simple Rubric: While grading
short papers, professor picks 
small sample of assignments, 
uses simple rubric to verify 
students correctly identify 
central questions and issues.

Simple Checklist: Professor 
assigns and grades “short 
paper.” Uses “successful/not 
successful” checklist while 
grading to verify students 
summarize content 
appropriately.

Goal 2: Philosophical inquiry 
concerning fundamental 
questions in at least two of the 
three systematic areas of 
epistemology, metaphysics, 
and ethics.

 Obj. 1: summarize and 
evaluate some of the issues
central to epistemology.

Short papers or exams 
requiring the summation and 
critical evaluation of problems,
questions, or issues central to 
epistemology.

Embedded exam questions, 
Simple Rubric, Simple 
Checklist

 Obj. 2: summarize and 
evaluate some of the issues

Short papers or exams 
requiring the summation and 

Embedded exam questions, 
Simple Rubric, Simple 



central to metaphysics. critical evaluation of problems,
questions, or issues central to 
metaphysics.

Checklist

 Obj. 3: summarize and 
evaluate some of the issues
central to ethics.

Short papers or exams 
requiring the summation and 
critical evaluation of problems,
questions, or issues central to 
ethics.

Embedded exam questions, 
Simple Rubric, Simple 
Checklist

5. Competencies:
 Critical Thinking
 Effective Communication
 Ethical Reasoning (depending on how Goal 2 is satisfied)

6. Features: As the initial course in the philosophy sequence of the Loyola Core, IPR 
should serve as a fundamental introductory course to the liberal education at the heart of 
a Jesuit education. The content knowledge and strategies of inquiry presented in this 
course should prepare students for both the advanced philosophy course (PHIL II: 
Foundations of Knowledge and Morality) in the Loyola Core sequence as well as other 
courses in the Loyola Core and the student’s chosen major. Professors should indicate on 
their course proposal how their offering of this course achieves this. 


