


 
DEPARTMENT	OF	SOCIOLOGY	
 
TO:	 Members	of	Loyola’s	Curriculum	Committees,	&	SCAP	
				 	 	 	
	
FROM:	Dr.	Marcus	Kondkar,	Chair	
	 Department	of	Sociology	
	
RE:	 Religion	and	Media	Minor	Proposal	
	
DATE:	 September	28,	2017	
	
 
 
Dear	colleagues,	
	
I	write	in	support	of	the	proposed	interdisciplinary	minor	in	Religion	and	Media.	In	my	
view	this	is	a	creative	use	of	resources,	and	will	give	our	students	interested	in	these	
fields	an	opportunity	to	pursue	those	interests	in	a	more	structured	way	(with	specific	
goals	and	learning	outcomes).	I	believe	it	will	be	particularly	attractive	to	Mass	
Communication	majors	who	are	required	to	choose	a	minor.	
	
Dr.	MacGregor	has	offered	Sociology	of	Religion	several	times	at	Loyola	and	plans	to	
continue	offering	the	course	regardless.	Dr.	Talukdar	will	be	developing	a	new	course,	
Bollywood	and	Religion,	which	I	believe	will	be	a	popular	elective	for	Sociology	majors	
and	minors	in	addition	to	this	proposed	minor.			
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October 10, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of the faculty in the School of Mass Communication, this letter is in  
support of the interdisciplinary Religion and Media Minor at Loyola University  
New Orleans.  We believe such a minor may be a nice compliment to numerous  
majors on our campus and endorse and support this proposal.  
 
Should there be any questions, please contact me.  
 
 
Sonya Forte Duhe’, Ph.D.  
Director and Professor 
 



 
 
To:  Loyola University Curriculum Committees & SCAP 
 
FROM: Dr. Terri Bednarz, R.S.M. 
 
RE:   Religion & Media Minor proposal 
 
DATE:  September 30, 2017 
 
I am pleased to write in enthusiastic support of the proposed Religion & Media Minor, which has the potential 
to develop into an exciting and unique Minor for Loyola students, including Communications majors. Loyola 
students in all Majors are likely to go on to careers in some area of media, including news, documentaries, 
entertainment, and film. All Loyola undergraduates should be critical consumers of media about religions when 
they graduate. Students taking Religion & Media Minor courses may well discern a career direction for their 
lives beyond Loyola. If approved, the Religion & Media Minor director will solicit internships relative to 
religion news writing, for instance with the Times-Picayune and the Clarion Herald. The Religion & Media 
Minor has the potential to develop and grow in many directions since we live in the Media Age, and religion 
literacy is crucial for all citizens and most professionals. 
 
On September 19, 2017, the Religious Studies faculty voted to approve the interdisciplinary Religion & Media 
Minor proposal composed by Dr. Catherine Wessinger. The proposed Minor receives support from Dr. Marcus 
Kondkar, chair of Sociology, and Dr. Sonya Duhé, director of the School of Mass Communication.  
 
The Religion & Media Minor will have two required courses: CMMN A100 Introduction to Mass 
Communication, and RELS V2-- Religion, Media, and Culture. 
 
Five Religious Studies Loyola Core courses have been developed and proposed by Religious Studies faculty. 
The course proposals are currently under consideration: Religion, Media, and Culture by Dr. Catherine 
Wessinger; Religion in the News by Dr. Catherine Wessinger; Islamophobia by Dr. Adil Khan; Bible and 
Media by Dr. Terri Bednarz, R.S.M.; and Religion, Secularism, and Discrimination by Dr. Adil Khan.  
 
Two more Loyola Core courses have been developed by Religious Studies faculty and will be submitted later in 
the Fall 2017 semester: Bible and Public Issues by Dr. Robert Gnuse; and Religion, Ecology & Media by Dr. 
Anne Daniell. 
 
Dr. Carol Ann MacGregor of the Sociology Department has agreed to add a media analysis assignment for 
Religion & Media Minor students who take SOCI A320 Sociology of Religion, which is an excellent 
introduction to religions in America and teaches sociological theory for the study of religions. Dr. Jaita 
Talukdar is developing a Loyola Core course, Bollywood and Religion, and will submit the proposal in Spring 
2018. 
 
The Religious Studies majors course, RELS A370 Religion and Media, is already in the course inventory and 
will be used for Religion & Media seminars. 
 
After the Religion & Media Minor is approved, it will be advertised to all Loyola faculty inviting course 
proposals to be submitted to the Religion & Media Minor committee as well as the relevant curriculum 



committee. Any faculty member who develops a course that contains religion content and analysis as well as 
media analysis may submit a proposal to the Religion & Media Minor committee. 
 
After the Religion & Media Minor is approved, the new Minor and its courses will be advertised to the students, 
as other interdisciplinary Minors are. 
 
I urge that the Religion & Media Minor proposal be approved. It is a program worthy of the university’s 
investment since it will be a draw to potential students considering attending Loyola University New Orleans. 
 
 
 
 


