
Loyola Core Criteria Which section of the Loyola Core (LC) do these criteria cover?  

 

1. Description: Short overview of the LC section. Why is this section important to 

the student’s education, the LC, and the university’s mission?  

 

2. Format: Describe the general format for courses within this Loyola Core section. 

What elements should be present in these courses? Are there different categories 

or should they all adhere to similar forms?  

 

3. Goals: List the goals of this LC section. When students complete this course, 

what are the big things they will have learned? What are the skills they will have 

developed?   

 

This list is important, because professors designing courses should be able to line 

up their course goals with the LC section goals. Reviewers should be able to look 

at a course proposal and see how the course goals line up with these section goals.  

 

4. Grades & Assessments: List the recommended evaluations and assessments 

professors might use to measure student learning and achievement of these goals. 

Please note these are only recommendations, professors have wide leeway in 

determining how their courses are graded and assessed. (See Difference Between 

Grades & Assessment below) 

 

5. Competencies: List the LC Core Competencies this section specifically 

addresses. This will tell the SCCC what assessments to apply with this section. 

a. Critical Thinking 

b. Communication 

c. Information Literacy 

d. Quantitative Reasoning 

e. Ethical Reasoning  

 

6. Features: Are there additional criteria each course in this section should 

accomplish or highlight (if any)? 

a. Diversity focus 

b. Service learning focus 

c. Experiential learning 

d. Foundation for the next course  

e. Etc.  

 

  



Difference between Grading and Assessment: 

 

- Grading – activities the students complete for the course grade 

- Assessment – activities the faculty use to determine how well students are 

achieving the goals of the course 

 

Yes. Those sound very similar. The difference? Grades are evaluations of individual 

student work in a course, assessments are faculty looking at the whole class.  

 

Example: A professor evaluates student content knowledge by requiring completion of a 

Final Exam. Each student gets their own grade based on their own answers.  

 

While grading those exams, the professor notices that several students answered the same 

few questions incorrectly. Students who got A’s for their overall exam grade missed this 

set of questions, just like students who got C’s & B’s because they missed additional 

questions. Was that just a coincidence, or was there something about that set of questions 

that most students missed? Figuring that out is an assessment activity. 

 

- Maybe those questions were worded strangely for the examination.  

- Maybe the content knowledge was missed during class lecture and notetaking. 

- Maybe there was a new text presenting content knowledge a different way.  

- Maybe the professor expected the students to know something specific from a 

previous course, but for some reason the previous course didn’t deliver.  

 

 


