
HONORS SEMINARS:  SPRING 2009 
 

BIOL H295 033, “Human Ecological Science” Dr. David White, TR 9:30 

Global Climate Change; Natural Selection; State of the World; Population Thinking; Ecological Footprint; Coastal Wetlands; 
Canoeing!  This exciting course stimulates thought about the human impact on the biosphere through lecture, critical writing,  

carefully directed experiences in the field, and outside class assignment.  
 

CHEM H295 033, “Chemistry in Global Climate Change” Dr. Lynn Vogel Koplitz, W 6:20 

How do greenhouse gases trap heat in Earth’s atmosphere? What proposed solutions to global warming can be successful? 
Featured Speaker: Greg Choppin, co-discoverer of Mendelevium (element 101), Loyola Class of '49, Fr. Carter’s lab partner, and 
world-famous nuclear chemistry expert will discuss the role of nuclear resources in the world’s energy future. 
 

DRAM H295 033, “Post Colonial Theatre” Dr. Laura Hope, MWF 9:30 
This class will explore theater created within nations formerly colonized by Western imperial powers in response to imperialism, 
colonization and their aftermath. These works are created by theater artists to respond to, to resist, and to critique colonial culture.  
They often represent an attempt to reclaim local history, culture, and performance traditions.  
 

ENGL H295 033, "Capturing the Self, Interpreting Society" Dr. Janelle Schwartz,  TR 3:30 

This course will be a comparative study of texts representative of interpreted realities, including novels, short fiction, drama, and 
Star Trek. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between self and society, with an emphasis on how the modern self 
is constructed and explored through narrative technique.  
 

HIST H295 033, “Violence in the Middle East: Political or Religious?” Dr. Behrooz Moazami, T 6:20 

This multi-disciplinary writing-intensive seminar ponders on the ongoing violence in the Middle East by investigating the history 
and socio-political development of the Middle East since the landing of Bonaparte’s forces in Egypt (1798) to our time.  The 
central theme is what has caused the Middle East to be so volatile and what role, if any, religion plays in this violence.  
 

MATH H295 033, “Visual, Symbolic, and Historical Perspectives in Mathematics”, Dr. Ralph Tucci, MWF 1:30 
This course presents important mathematical developments from a cultural, historical, and scientific perspective. The course 
material is taken from important topics such as number theory, logic, analysis, probability theory, and other topics of the 

instructor's choice.  
 

MATH H295 034, “Applied Scientific Computing” Drs. Maria Calzada and Thomas Spence, TR 2:00 

This course introduces students to techniques and methods commonly used by scientists to analyze, build models, visualize and 
make decisions based on data collected in laboratory and field experiments.  It emphasizes the interdisciplinary nature of 
scientific computing by applying the mathematical tools of statistics and numerical computations to hands-on experiments from 
diverse areas of science. 
 

PHIL H295 033 “God: A Philosophical Examination” Dr. Mark Gossiaux, TR 9:30 
This course critically examines several philosophical problems that arise from belief in the existence of God. It begins by asking 
about the proper attitude of philosophy towards religion; looks at the nature of religious language; examines the traditional 
arguments that philosophers have given to prove God’s existence; examines the claims that God is omnipotent and omniscient 
then concludes by examining the problem of evil.  
 

PHIL H295 034  “Human Meaning in a Natural World: Naturalism and Its Discontents”Dr. Joseph Berendzen, MW 3:30 

In this class we will consider arguments for and against naturalism, first by examining prominent naturalist views, then 

confronting them with anti-naturalist views, and finally by examining views that seek to broaden the debate by incorporating 
naturalist and non-naturalist aspects.   
 

POLS H295 033 “Constitutional Interpretation” Dr. Philip Dynia, MWF 12:30 
It will address questions regarding the nature of the Constitution, as well as the political and institutional contexts of 
constitutional interpretation. The course will turn to the question of WHO may authoritatively interpret the Constitution and 
conclude with some of the leading contemporary approaches to constitutional interpretation. 
 

RELS H295 033 "A Good Story Well Told: Theology, Narrative, and the Ethical Life" Dr. Boyd Blundell, TR 2:00 
It explores: 1) the role of narrative in theological reflection, which is at the core of the "Chicago-Yale" debate between the 
postliberal and revisionist theologians; 2) the relationship between history and fiction as way of understanding truth; and 3) the 
role of narrative in forming a coherent sense of identity and making good ethical decisions. 
 

RELS H295 034 “Contemporary Issues and Conflicts in World Religions”, Dr. Catherine Wessinger, TR 11:00 
This course will examine the characteristics of pre-modern, modern, and post-modern religious traditions in the world, and 
contemporary issues and conflicts that arise as a result of these different orientations to religious faith and life.  


