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History in the Advanced Common Curriculum 

 
Mission 

The Advanced Common Curriculum courses share many of the same goals as the 

Introductory Common Curriculum courses; however, their structure is very different.  Where the 

Introductory courses offer a long-durée perspective of world history, the advanced courses focus 

in on a theme and often on a specific part of the world with the goal of emphasizing more 

deliberately historical methods.  As a result, unlike what we find in the Introductory Common 

Curriculum with Global History I and Global History II, there is no one set course for the 

Advanced Common Curriculum.  Rather, students will be able to choose a course that aligns 

with their interests from an array of thematically-aligned offerings.  Here is a sample of the kinds 

of courses students will be able to take to fulfill this requirement: 

 

HIST X254 Palestinians and Israelis 3 crs. 

Envisioning peace, dignity, freedom and security for Palestinians, Israelis and their Arab 

neighbors, this class addresses the ongoing conflict by exploring its origins in the history of 

Zionism and the formation of Palestinian national identity since the nineteenth century.  

The aim of this course is to familiarize the participants with the historical roots, development, 

dynamic structure, and implications of this conflict for Palestinians, other Arabs, Israelis, and 

Middle Easterners and for the rest of the world.  This course will cover the gradual but steady 

influence of western powers in the region particularly after WWI and the dismembering of the 

Ottoman Empire, and analyze the interaction of local and regional powers with the changing 

balance of international power after WWII and the end of the Cold War.  We will examine peace 

proposals, both existing and possible, evaluating their shortcomings and merits.  We will also 

reflect on the seemingly unattainable: the prospects for an honorable peace for all peoples of the 

region as the stepping stone towards denuclearization and eventual demilitarization of the Middle 

East. 

 

HIST W255 Medieval Sex and Gender 3 crs. 

Sex and gender are linked together throughout history as cultural constructs that evolve 

from a power relationship. In studying these aspects of a society, we are much better informed 

about its social mores, hierarchical relationships, even political strategies.  Because many ideas 

about sex and gender developed in the Middle Ages, a study of these aspects will help students 

better appreciate modern values.  

 

HIST W266 The Quest for Empire 3 crs. 

This course looks at both the unifying and divisive forces of empire and imperialism in 

the modern period. Starting with the discovery of the New World and the Spanish Empire as a 

model for what evolved and came later – the Dutch, French, English, “Americans,” and Russians 

– and ending with either the universalism of OR the decline of capitalism and democracy as 

expounded by the United States, the course seeks to illuminate the underlying issues and trends 

down to the present day as a way to see what is in store for us in the future. 
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HIST X294: The Silk Road 3 crs. 

This course examines globalization in ancient and medieval Eurasia, with a focus on the 

connections between East Asia and Europe that flourished with the opening of the Silk Roads in 

the second century BC and continued into the early modern period.  Students will learn how 

religions, art, political systems, technologies, and disease have moved across the Silk Roads 

along with the luxury goods that drove exchange.  

 

Encouraging Global Understanding 
All courses will attempt to introduce students to a world outside their own and to incorporate the 

voices of marginalized and/or non-Western peoples; accordingly, all courses incorporate 

transnational approaches to historical understanding. That said, no one course needs to consider 

the entire global community to fulfill the needs, requirements, and learning outcomes. 

Comparative analysis is an acceptable path to the global component. To meet this requirement, 

an advanced common curriculum course must engage the student in the study of a theme or topic 

that crosses at least two or three cultural and/or diplomatic borders. For example, “Medieval Sex 

and Gender,” takes a broader approach to defining Europe, encompassing also North Africa and 

the Middle East, and will make cultural comparisons between Christian, Muslim and Jewish 

perspectives as well as diversity in approaches among regions and classes. 

 

Our department’s commitment to the global perspective extends to the teaching of North 

American history. Most courses in North American history cross either cultural or diplomatic 

borders or both. For example, courses on the early colonies or early America involve cultural 

contact between Europeans, Africans, and American Indians. Any course on early America or 

Louisiana demands an Atlantic World perspective. Courses on the modern United States probe 

the depths of international diplomacy and foreign wars. Courses that deal with aspects of the 

American intellect rely both on the broader Western Tradition and on how American ideas about 

liberty, equality, and imperialism have wider implications for the rest of the world. Some 

courses; however, do focus on peculiarly American issues. Therefore, the history department will 

require that Advanced Common Curriculum courses on North American topics include a 

justification of how these courses satisfy the global requirement in the course proposal and the 

history department will consider those justifications as one of the criteria for approving the 

course. 

 

Chronological Coverage 
The history courses in the new Common Curriculum will be sequenced.  If students take HIST 

T122 for their introductory requirement, they MUST take a modern history at the advanced level.  

If students take HIST T124 for their introductory requirement, they MUST take a pre-modern 

history at the advanced level. The goal of this sequencing is to ensure that students gain an 

understanding of both modern and pre-modern world views in their overall historical 

perspective. 

 

The pre-modern requirement at the advanced level will be met as long as at least 60% of the 

course is rooted in the pre-modern period (that is pre-1650). 
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Learning Outcomes 
 Students will be able to analyze some of the major themes and topics of global history from 

multidisciplinary perspectives and will be able to analyze them as interconnected 

developments across cultures, territories, and time.  

 Students will be able to assemble information of a historical nature. 

 Students will be able to compare and contrast how different cultures and peoples engage 

with similar topics while trying to understand the universality of historical experiences. 

 Students will be able to analyze, compare, and contrast cross-cultural exchanges 

proficiently in both written and oral forms of expression.  

 Students will demonstrate proficiency in the critical reading of both primary and secondary 

sources. 

 Students will demonstrate a comprehension for the complexities of history and historical 

argumentation in both written and oral forms of expression.  

 Students will be able to show their fullest capacity as conscious world citizens by 

becoming familiar with the intricacies of our world, developing a concern for cultural 

diversities, and an appreciation for the world in which they live, thus fulfilling the ideals of 

a Jesuit education.  

 

All Advanced Common Curriculum courses in history will include the following criteria for the 

overall Common Curriculum: 

 Critical Thinking (A1) 

 Written Communication (A3) 

 Oral Communication (A4) 

 Information Literacy (A6) 

 Interdisciplinary Knowledge and Skills (A7) 

 Global Understandings (C9) 

 Exploration of Diversity (D1) 

 Acting Justly & Ethically (D5) 

 

Depending on the student’s choice of history course, the Advanced Common Curriculum courses 

in history will also satisfy many of the following criteria for the overall Common Curriculum: 

 Creative Thinking (A2) 

 Literature (C1) 

 History (C3) 

 Appreciation of the Arts (C4) 

 Philosophical Traditions (C5) 

 Religious Traditions (C6) 

 Social Behavior (C7) 

 Political Behavior (C8) 
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Achieving Learning Outcomes 
 

Learning Outcomes Suggestions for Activities and Assignments 

to Achieve these Outcomes 

A1. Critical Thinking  

Students will demonstrate comprehension of 

complex historical issues and familiarity with 

the relevant theoretical arguments (eg., 

regarding gender, models of empire, or 

Catholic theology) in both written and oral 

forms of expression. 

 Book or article review 

 Formal debates 

 Class discussion (small or large group) 

 Close reading exercises 

 QHQ assignments 

 Peer critique workshops 

Students will demonstrate proficiency in the 

critical reading of both primary and secondary 

sources. 

 Document analyses / worksheets 

 Reading logs / blogs / discussion 

boards 

 Web-site evaluations 

 Creative assignments (i.e. write your 

own medieval sermon story; write the 

diary of a confederate soldier) 

 Summary exercises 

  

A3. Written Communication  

  

A4. Oral Communication  

Students will be able to analyze, compare, and 

contrast cross-cultural exchanges effectively in 

their oral expression. 

 Class discussion 

 Character debates / reenactments / role-

playing 

 Class presentations 

  

A6. Information Literacy  

Students will assemble information of a 

historical nature. 
 Annotated bibliography 

 Database assignment. 

 Primary source assignments. 

  

A7. Interdisciplinary Knowledge & Skills  

Analysis of major themes and topics of global 

history.  
 Class lectures & discussions 

 Reading assignments 

 Reading quizzes 

 “What if?” assignments to focus on 

historical causation 

Familiarity with the theoretical topics around 

which the class is structured that are relevant to 

other disciplines. 

 Readings and lectures that specifically 

address the theoretical topics around 

which the class is structured. 

 Student discussions that examine these 

topics. 
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C9. Global Understandings  

Compare and contrast how different cultures 

and peoples engage with similar topics while 

trying to understand the universality of 

historical experiences. 

 Class lectures & discussions 

 Contrasting primary source papers / 

discussions 

 Oral history interviews 

 Biographies in context 

  

D1. Exploration of Diversity  

Analysis from a multidisciplinary perspective 

to see interconnected developments across 

cultures, territories, and time.  

 Reading or movie assignments that 

focus on issues such as exploitation, 

caste, poverty, gender, race, religion, 

followed by class discussion 

 Primary source readings or 

performances 

 Character debates 

 Position papers 

  

D5. Acting Justly & Ethically  

Students will be able to show their fullest 

capacity as conscious world citizens by 

becoming familiar with the intricacies of our 

world, developing a concern for cultural 

diversities, and an appreciation for the world in 

which we live, thus fulfilling the ideals of a 

Jesuit education. 

 Class debates on moral issues 

 Response papers 

 Reading or movie assignments that 

focus on issues such as exploitation, 

caste, poverty, gender, race, religion, 

followed by class discussion 

 Position papers 

 

Suggested Strategies for Course Assessment 
 Rubrics for peer critiques / evaluation 

 Rubrics for essays / book reviews / position papers 

 Two-minute papers after discussions 

 Reading quizzes 

 

Approval Process  
1. Departmental evaluation & approval 

2. Dean’s evaluation & approval 

3. SCCC’s evaluation & approval 

4. UC&CC for final recommendation 
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