
College Curriculum Proposal Approval and Routing Form 

TITLE OF PROPOSAL: ___Criminology, Justice and Katrina 

Originating Faculty:_....:D=-r:..;..-=B=e:..:.:th..:.::a::.:.n~y_V:..;:a::.tn.!...B::::.:..::ro<..:.w:...:.n-'--_____________________ 

Department/College: Social Science / Criminology and Justice Chairperson: Dr Rae Taylor 


Contact Phone/Email: ___=50.:.4.:--=86;:.;5,...-.=.20;::...4-'-'!2=--____________________ 


Type of Proposal (Check a/l that apply): 


New Major1__ New Minor__ New Concentration __ Revise Existing Program _____ 


New Course_x__ Change to Existing Course ____ Discontinue Program _ 


Undergraduate _ Graduate _ Online _ Professional & Cont. Studies _ Other ________ 


1. 	 Resources and Fees: 
If this is a proposed revision, are there existing fees? No_x_ Yes___ $___ 
Will course or program fees be required for this course/program? No_x_ Yes $___ 
Are new resources needed for implementing this proposal? No Yes___ 

Ifyes, include complete description and dollar amount in proposal.x 

2. 	 College Review and Approv~ ..--:::.....---_

a. 	 Department/School r.a;J~~ (Chair) Date: ~(p
Approved..tl- Not APProvtV___ 

b. 	 College Curriculum Committee _______________(Chair) Date: ___ 
Approved __ Not Approved -::--__ 

c. 	 College Dean~ i£(i:.te Date: S-'3-/y
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3. 	 Intercollegiate Review and Recommendations Required as applicable to proposal: 

a. Online Education Committee. ________________(Chair) Date: ____ 
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b. 	 Professional and Continuing Studies Committee _________ (Chair) Date: ___ 
Recommended Not Recommended ___ 

c. 	 Graduate Council ____________________(Chair) Date: ___ 
Recommended Not Recommended ___ 

4. 	 University2 Recommendations Required as applicable to proposal: 

a. 	 University Courses &Curriculum Committee ___________(Chair) Date: ___ 
Recommended Not Recommended ___ 

b. 	 Standing Council for Academic Planning ____________(Chair) Date: ___ 
Recommended Not Recommended ___ 

1 New Degree to be Offered---Requires SACS Notification 6 Months Prior to Start 

2 Approval by the Strategic Planning Team, University Budget Committee, and/or Board of Trustees may be required for proposals that have significant 
impact on resources or mission. Proposals to establish or discontinue degree programs require approval by Board of Trustees and SACS. 
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COLLEGE COURSE PROPOSAL FORM 

Instructions: Use this form for new college course proposals and substantial course revisions. 

Department/College:_....;S::..:o~c'-!.:ia::..:I~S:.::;c·~le:!.!n.::::ce:::...L/.!::C!.!ri.!..!m~inw..:o~l~ogt:Lvr...;a~n~d::..;J~u~s.::.:ti::::ce=--_______________ 

Chairperson: ____...::D~r-'-R:::,;ae==--:.;Ta""yr..:.lo""'r'--_____________________..... 

Course Title: Criminology, Justice and Katrina (Limit 28 Characters or Less) 


Course Number: CRIM - A290 


Term: _ Fall _x_ Spring _ Summer Credit Hours: _3_Major _ Required _ Elective J_ 


Effective Term Sp 17 Course 1.0. (SUBJ-LEVL) Middle division ______ Contact Hours 


Grade Type (Normal or Pass/Fail) Maximum Capacity --",-,35==--_ 


Activity Type (LEC, STU, LAB, LLB ... ) 


Inter-disciplinary Classification (s) _____.:.:N~/A!...!-__________________ 


Common Curriculum Classification (s) ___.....:..N:.r../.;..;A'--__________________ 


Pre-requisites/Registration Controls: 


N/A 

New Resources and Fees 

c. Ifthis is a revised course, was there a course fee? Yes___ $___ 

No_x__ 

d. Will a course fee be required for this course? Yes,___ $___ 

No_x__ 

e. Are new resources needed for implementing this course? Yes___ 
If yes, provide descriptions and dollar amounts in Section V. 

Course Description: (maximum 350 spaces) 
Hurricane Katrina shows us how disaster events are not just about the weather but are also about the 

people. This class explore New Orleans, the pre and post storm city, and law, policy and an in-depth 

analysis of the criminal justice system throughout the phases of Hurricane Katrina. We will collaborate 

to identify and analyze the implications of Hurricane Katrina with special attention to social 

vulnerabilities, criminal justice issues and community-based responses. 
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"'U -_ .... "'.,.,.. ....... 


I. 	 Justification for the course: provide a clear and compelling rationale for any proposed curriculum 
modification, including additions and deletions to the course inventory, changes in degree/program 
requirement, new degree programs, and other major curriculum revisions. The justification should 
state explicitly and clearly how the changes relate to the college and department plans. 

This course is one of two new courses intended to provide our students with a working 
knowledge of how a disaster event - an acute disruption to the social system - affects patterns 
of crime. This course is an in-depth focus on how Hurricane Katrina affected the criminal justice 

system and its ability to respond to and recover from the event. Typically, students are learning 
about why crime occurs during routine times. This course provides new perspectives in 
understanding what variables may influence changes in crime patterns, and how the criminal 
justice system can work to prevent or respond to those changes during a specific event. 

The subject of crime, law and policy during acute crisis events is certainly relevant, and of 
ongoing importance. Moreover, studying an event that took place in New Orleans gives students 
exposure to and a deeper understanding of the local area that they may not normally have. Such 
a course provides the means of raising more fundamental questions of social justice. 

II. 	 Impact on the Curriculum: 
A. 	 Review your current course offerings and requirements in light of the proposed change. 

How will the proposed change or changes improve your program and enhance the 
educational outcomes you seek to accomplish? 

This course has been taught at the undergraduate level as an experimental course with great success 
(28 students, very positive course evaluations). It will add to our inventory of elective courses from 
which students may choose, making their criminal justice training even more robust. 

B. 	 How will proposed change impact the major/adjunct/elective hour distribution requirement 
for the major or program? 

The course will be added to our rotation of electives, and will most likely be taught 
every other fall. That way, we are not adding electives we cannot staff or fill, yet we are 
diversifying our elective course offerings on rotation. For example, this course would 
most likely be taught in the Fall of 2016, and then again in the Fall of 2018. We offer 
only 2-3 electives each semester, and these courses will not change that. 

III. Impact of a new course on frequency of course offerings: 
A. 	 Specify whether or not the offering of the new course will increase the number of courses or 

sections offered by the department during the semester in which this course is offered or 
during the following year 

See above, II, B. 

B. 	 SpeCify, if there is no increase in the number of courses offered, which course(s) or 
section(s) will be dropped in a given semester to accommodate the frequency with which 
this course will be offered; 

No courses will need to be dropped. There are virtually no other courses in this area that 
will be displaced in any given semester. Our elective courses are not taught every semester, 
or even every year, so these courses will simply be added to the rotation. 
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C. 	 Specify what effect the new course will have on enrollments in other courses or sections 
within the department and whether or not offering this course will prevent an important or 
required course from being offered in a given semester. 

The required courses for the Department, are scheduled on a pre-planned basis for fall and 
spring. The proposed course, an elective offering in crime and disaster, would not displace 
any of these courses. Rather, it would help to satisfy major elective requirements at an 
upper division level. 

D. 	 Is there a service learning component? If yes, please attach a memo from the director of 
service learning describing this component. 

There is no service learning component 

E. 	 Explain how this proposal does or does not impact other departments, especially those 
serviced by your department or program and those that provide adjunct service to your 
department or program. 

The total number of courses will remain constant, yielding no additional demand of services 
currently provided. 

F. 	 Attach a complete functional syllabus for the course as outlined in the Syllabus Template & 
Policy Undergraduate and Non-law Graduate Courses 

IV. Attach a detailed plan for assessment of the proposed course that includes the following elements: 
A. 	 Student learning outcomes for this course that are tied to course content and assignments. 

Key Question: What do you want student to know or be able to do at the end of this course? 
The student outcomes are listed in the attached syllabus. 

B. 	 Methods, tools, instruments that will be employed to measure success. Describe methods 
for measuring inputs and outputs. Key Question: What the indicators of learning and course 
effectiveness? 
The assessment instruments used in the course are listed in the attached syllabus. The 
results of the annual exit exam are such that they reflect how well students demonstrate 
knowledge of the various sub-fields in criminology and justice. 

C. 	 Criteria that will be used to measure accomplishments or outcomes. Key Question: How will 
we know that we are having a positive impact on our students' learning? 
Students will take two exams, write two essays, and write a research paper. 

D. Frequency and schedule of assessment of student learning in this course. 
Four times during the semester in which the course is offered, and once a year in annual exit 
exams 

E. 	 Describe mechanisms that will be in place to ensure continuous improvement of course. 
Student evaluations, Departmental Exit Exams; the annual exit exam provides detailed 
quantitative assessment of how well the exiting majors display a knowledge of the various 
sub-fields of criminology and justice. 

F. 	 Structure and process for administrative and academic oversight of course. 
Departmental assessment of annual exit exams by the instructor and by the other faculty in 
the Department 
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This course fills a gap in the Departmental curriculum of elective choices 

V. Impact on the budget: 
A. 	 Staffing. Is current staffing sufficient or will new faculty be needed (whether full-time or 

part-time)? 
Yes, current staff is sufficient. We have two full-time faculty, one tenured and one tenure 
track, that can teach this course. 

B. 	 Library Support. Describe how library support will be affected by this proposal. Include 
name of library liaison and date this proposal was discussed with liaison. 
None 

C. 	 Support services. Will the proposed change require additional support services (Media 
Services audio/visual: typing/secretarial, computer services, computer time)? 
No 

D. 	 New equipment. Does the proposed change presuppose the purchase of new equipment or 
software, whether for support or instruction? 
No 

E. 	 Is a student fee requested? If yes, provide justification and basis for amount. 
No 

F. 	 Additional physical space. Does the proposed change require additional physical space (for 
classes or labs) or modifications of existing physical plant space? 
No 

G. 	 Impact on other departments. How will the proposed change impact the staffing, 
equipment, and service budgets of other departments? 
No 

UC&CC approved 11/29/2012 



Ruin. Reconstruction and Recovery: The Story of Hurricane Katrina 


CRJU-C294 
Tuesday-Thursday, 8 am-9:15, Bobet 221 

Dr. Bethany L. Brown 
Office: Stallings 104 
Phone: 504.865.2042 
E-mail: blbrown@loyno.edu 
Office hours: Tuesday &Thursday, 10-12 and by appointment 

Course Description 
Hurricane Katrina shows us how disaster events are not just about the weather but 
are also about the people. Using theories of social vulnerability, we will explore New 
Orleans, the pre and post storm city, and law, policy and crime in catastrophic 
events. We will collaborate to identify and analyze the implications of Hurricane 
Katrina with special attention to social vulnerabilities, criminal justice issues and 
community-based responses. 

Learning objectives 
At the conclusion ofthis course, students will have the skills to: 

• 	 Apply theoretical knowledge to specific events 
• 	 Effectively locate and analyze resources on disaster events 
• 	 Develop practical action recommendations for long-term recovery 
• 	 Develop strategies for communicating and utilizing new knowledge 
• 	 Contribute positively to small-group discussions 
• 	 Demonstrate sensitivity to difference and inequality as these relate to 


disaster events 

• 	 Demonstrate improving verbal and written communication skills 

Course Requirements: 
Students are expected to complete the readings prior to class each week and to 
participate in the discussion. Be sure, especially, to read all assigned readings the days 
writing assignments are due. In other words, do not procrastinate on your writing 
aSSignments. I expect you to be prepared to discuss all assigned reading materials 
regardless of which writing assignments are due. Participation in the seminar will 
be included as part of your grade. This is not meant to intimidate those who are shy. 
Participation includes careful listening as well as sharing ideas, experiences and 
asking questions (e.g. do not play on your iPhonejBlackberry). I expect all students 
to create a learning environment that encourages the participation of everyone in 
the group. I also encourage you to discuss your ideas, reading and written work with 
other students outside the class. 

mailto:blbrown@loyno.edu


Academic Honesty: 

College policies on academic honesty apply to all work done in this class and are 

available on the web at: 

http://2010bulletin.loyno.edu.!undergraduate.!academic regs.! contents.php#integr 

ily 
All cases ofplagiarism,fabrication, cheating or otherforms ofacademic 
misconduct will be immediately reported to Academic AI/airs. 

Attendance and Late Work 
Attendance is required except for excused absences. Any student with more than 4 
unexcused absences will automatically fail this course. If there is an emergency, 
please notify the professor as soon as reasonably possible. Students are responsible 
for all missed work. Late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for each 
day the assignment is late and ¥z a letter grade for being turned in after class the day 
it is due. 

Disability Services: If you have a disability and wish to receive accommodations, 
please contact Disability Services at 504-865-2990. If you wish to receive test 
accommodations (e.g., extended test time), you will need to give the course 
instructor an official Accommodation Form from Disability Services. The Office of 
Disability Services is located in Marquette Hall 112. 

InclementWeatherj In the event of inclement weather, we are prepared to 
continue the course. At times, ordinary university operations are interrupted as a 
result of tropical storms, hurricanes, or other emergencies that require evacuation 
or suspension of on-campus activities. 

To prepare for such emergencies, all students will do the following during the first 
week of classes: 
1. Practice signing on for each course through Blackboard. 
2. Provide regular and alternative e-mail address and phone contact information to 
each instructor. 

In the event of an interruption to our course due to the result of an emergency 
requiring an evacuation or suspension of campus activities, students will: 
3. Pack textbooks, assignments, syllabi and any other needed materials for each 

course ad bring during an evacuation/suspension 

4. Keep up with course work during the evacuation/suspension as specified on 

course syllabi and on-line Blackboard courses. 

5. Complete any reading and/or writing assignments given by professors before 

emergency began. 

Assuming a power source is available .... 

6. Log on to university Web site within 48 hours of an evacuation/suspension. 

7. Monitor the main university site (www.loyno.edu) for general information. 

8. Log on to each course through Blackboard or e-mail within 48 hours of an 

evacuation/suspension to receive further information regarding contacting course 


http:www.loyno.edu
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instructors for assignments, etc. 
9. Complete Blackboard and/or other online assignments posted by professors 
(students are required to turn in assignments on time during the 
evacuation/suspension period and once the university campus has reopened.) 
10. Contact professors during an evacuation/suspension (or as soon as classes 
resume on campus) to explain any emergency circumstances that may have 
prevented them from completing expected work. 

Students should be familiar with their responsibilities during emergencies, 
including pre-evacuation and post-evacuation for hurricanes. This information is 
available on the Academic Affairs web site: 
http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/students-emergency-responsibilities 

Additional emergency-planning information is also available 
http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/emergency-planning 

Assignments: 
1. There will be 2 examinations. a mid-term and a finaL in which students will 
write essays that synthesize course readings. 

2. There will be a total of2 (8-10 pages) papers. Each paper should be written in 
12-point standard font, standard margins, double-spaced, with a title page. You 
MUST provide citations in proper format for any references you make in the paper. 
There are many online sources available. You may choose any format, just be 
consistent. Ifyou are referencing or quoting only one reading, you must cite it. If you 
are citing notes taken from class, you must cite them. Failure to do so will result in 
disciplinary action. The papers will be responses to course readings. 

2. There will be a final research paper of an event of your choice. You will use the 
event as a case study to demonstrate the successes and failures of the criminal 
justice system for that event. We will discuss this assignment in much greater depth 
in class. 

Paper #1: What is a disaster? 
The objective of this course is to expose you to the social dynamiCS of rapid onset 
crisis events through an in-depth case study of Hurricane Katrina. We begin with the 
premise that disasters are fundamentally social events that reflect how we structure 
our communities. We will also investigate how vulnerable groups are adversely 
affected by and cope with disaster events. Your assignment is to define disaster for 
an audience who has no understanding of disasters as social events. 

Paper #2: Research Design: Crime and Disaster 
Your task here is to create a research question that investigates crime and disaster. 
In detail, explain how you would answer your question. Hurricane Katrina is an 
extremely well documented event, yet there are still unanswered questions. What 

http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/emergency-planning
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do you think is missing from the material we have read so far with regard to better 
understanding crime, law and the criminal justice system? How can we better 
measure crime, law and policy in a post-disaster context? Be creative and don't 
worry if you have no methodological experience. 

3. You will keep a journal responding to the readings. Each entry should focus on 
the social and environmental forces that produced Katrina; its environmental, social, 
economic, political, and cultural impacts; social vulnerabilities and capacities among 
affected groups; community mobilization intergovernmental relations; and other 
issues / concepts that are relevant to the course. 

The journal aSSignment is designed to help you critically think about topics and 
issues that we read about and discuss in class. As many of you may already know 
from personal experience, your journal documents how your thoughts, feelings and 
perceptions evolve over time. Recording your reactions to the material will inform 
other assignments in this course and others. Journals will be submitted for 
assessment at least three times during the semester and then will be collected for 
final assessment at the end of the semester. If you do not submit your journal at the 
collection dates, your final grade will be significantly reduced. Journals will be 
collected at random, so always have yours up to date and always bring it to class. 

You will write an entry each week for a total of 15 entries by the end of the 
semester. Each entry should have 3 components: 

1. Identify and describe: some aspect of your life that can be related to course 
content. Then, proVide facts as briefly as possible; sufficient but not excessive. For 
example: 

"As you know I'm black. Our discussion about perceptual biases really hit home with me 
because it reminded me of my experience over Christmas break. Two days after I got home 
my mom bought a new Blazer truck not coat. I couldn't believe she said I could drive it on a 
trip to see some friends New Years Eve. That's where the story starts. Not too far from home 
in a white part of town I got pulled over. The cop said the temporary plates expired - not! He 
asked what I was doing here, why I didn't have a registration, and why I had an out of state 
license? He said I must be lost! He called me boy a lot! He said all this was suspicious and 
made me wait in the back of the car while he called to verify that it was my mom's car. it 
tooka while to contact her and he asked a boat load more questions while we waited. When 
it was settled he told me to hurry away from here - boy!(p 4)1" 

1 Shulman, G. M., McCormack, A, Luechauer, D. L., & Shulman, C. (1993). Using the journal assignment to create empowered 
learners: An application ofwriting across the curriculum. Journal on Excellence in College Teaching, 4. 89-104. 



2. Conceptual linkage: Relate the aspects / event to the topics of terms that we 
discuss in class. Do not simply restate the topics or define the terms. Show how they 
explain, predict, control, or provide insight into the event. 

For example: 
"Stereotyping is the process of inaccurately placing people into categories based on their 
appearance, etc. My tags weren't expired but I'm sure when the cop saw me in a new car in 
the .wrong" side of town he thought I stole it or something. Just cause I'm black he pulled me 
over to check it out. He said it was suspicious. Primacy is letting earlier or initial cues guide 
our perceptions of others. O.K. black man, new car, no registration, out of state license might 
seem suspicious but would he have pulled over a white female? Would he have believed her 
story that it was her car or her mom's? Would he have made her wait in the back of the car? 
I could go through the whole list you gave in class but my point is this. Perceptual biases 
cause us to see the world inaccurately. The cop saw what he wanted/expected to see in me 
not what was real- a college kid home on break borrowing his mom's car. His biases caused 
him to pull me over, grill me, and then "rush" me Out of town. He wasted a lot of time on me 
when he could have been looking or catching people drinking and driving so I guess biases 
lead to inefficiency as you said ...(p 4-5)2" 

3. Conceptual inSight: provides closure and explains why the knowledge regarding 
the topics or terms presented in class is useful or valuable. 

For example: 
"We made a lot ofbiases in the picture game you played with us in class. So they seem to be 
human nature. It all seems so stupid looking back but I guess we just aren't aware that we 
do it so often. How can I use this knowledge - TRUST. I'm going to try and trust people more 
instead of reacting to them like the cop did to me. TIME - before I judge people I'm going to 
take time to know them for who they are not what they appear. My girlfriend always says 
she hated me and thought I was cocky when we first met but she took the time to talk more 
with me and found out that a lot of my appearance was just show. I'm going to try and do 
that more. EXPOSURE - like you said, I'm going to try and learn/meet/talk with people who 
are different from me so I'll know more about the different types ofpeople in the world and 
not be so caught-up in my views ... (p 5)3" 

Grading: Important Due Dates: 

Journal 25% 3~-Sept: Paper 1 
Papers 20% 14-0ct: Mid-Term 
Exams 30% 9-Nov: Paper 2 
Participation 25% ?? Dec: Final Exam 

2 Shulman, G. M., McConnack, A., Luechaucr, D. L., & Shulman, C. (1993). Using the journal assignment to create empowered 
learners: An application of writing across the curriculum. Journal on Excellence in College Teaching, 4, 89-\04. 

3 Ibid 



Course Calendar: Fall 2010 CRJU 394 

I~eek 
1 Aug 

ic 
JIntra uction 

2 Sept What is a disaster? I Phillips, et al: Ch 1 

7 Sept I Social vulnerability; Voices IPhillips, et al: Ch 2, 3 

9 Sept 


14 Sept Vollen & Ying: Intro, pp 1-20; Horne: Ch 1. 

Phillips, et al: Ch 4, 5, 6 


Social vulnerability; Voices 

116 Sept 
I 


VoUen & Ying: 21-43; Phillips, et al: Ch 7 

. 23 Sept 


21 Sept I Social vulnerability; Voices i 


i 
 Phillips, et al: 8, 9; Vollen & Ying: pp 47-93 

28 Sept 
 Voices No Class, START Conference. 

Vollen & Ying: 94-199 

paper #1 


5 Oct 


• 30 Sept 

Evacuation Horne: Ch 2-5 

7 Oct 


12 Oct 
 Response Horne: Ch 6-13 

14 Oct 
 Mid-term 

Response Fall Break 19 Oct 
21 Oct Horne: Ch 14-20 


I 


I 
 I 

Horne: Ch 21-25 + epilogueI 26 Oct ' What went well? 


i 
 28 Oct 

2 Nov 
 Brookings; Other readings TBA 


I 4 Nov 

! 9Nov 


The numbers 

Phillips, et al: Ch 13, 14; paper #2 

~11 Nov 

\ 16 Nov : Recovery 


Recovery 

Catch-up 

18 Nov 
 No Class: ASC Conference 

! 23 Nov Recovery Guest speaker 
\25 Nov Thanksgiving Break 
130 Nov . 

2 Dec 
7 Dec 
9 Dec 

13 Dec 

Future directions 
Review 

Exam Week 

Policy . Phillips, et aI, Ch 15, 16 



