
Angel Parham’s Example Online Session 
Each of these samples includes the following: 
1) Instructions for students to follow when completing the online session 
2) Samples of student responses to the assignment  
3) My written feedback to students and their assignment grade 

 
Sample 1 
 
Introduction to Sociology 
Introduction to Inequality Session, Fall 2012 

******************************************************************************************************* 

Inequalities 
 
There are two separate parts for today’s online session: 

 Posting your bio in the large Discussion Forum for the whole class 

 Interacting with your smaller discussion group 

 
Posting Your Bio (Discussion Forum for the Whole Class—Click on 
“Discussion Forum” on Blackboard) 
As you have seen from the reading this week, we will be looking at the role 
social structure plays in shaping individual lives.  In our reading from Unequal 
Childhoods, the author, Lareau, explains that social structure shapes our 
individual life chances and also helps to maintain social separation between 
people from different class backgrounds. 
 
Provide an introduction of yourself to the whole class that does the following: 

 Explains how social structure has provided opportunities and/or 
challenges that have brought you to where you are today. 

 

 Discusses how much meaningful social interaction you have with people 
who are poor.  “Meaningful interaction” means that you interact regularly 
with the person(s), talk with them, and have gotten to know them in social 
contexts that do NOT involve: 1) the person(s) serving or working for you, 
eg. Housekeeper; cashier; 2) you serving the person(s), eg. as a volunteer. 
 
Explain how social structure contributes to you having or not having 
meaningful social interaction with people living in poverty.  Some 
examples of social structure here include your individual background 
characteristics (eg. race, gender, etc.), and social institutions that you are 
part of (eg. school, church, etc.) 

 



 Answers the question: Have you ever thought about whether or not you 
could or should have meaningful relationships with the poor?  Why or 
why not? 

 
Your introduction should be about 200-300 words. 
 
Post your bio on the Discussion Forum entitled: “Introductions”.  This is the 
discussion forum for the whole class, NOT the discussion forum for your small 
group. 
 
Interacting with your Discussion Group (Click on “Groups” on Blackboard” 
and follow the directions for posting in the small discussion groups) 
Set up a discussion forum in your small group.  If no forum is there when you go 
to post, then you are the first one there and you need to create the forum. 
 
Address the following: 

 Consider the differences between student achievement and parental 
involvement in the Lower Richmond and Swan schools.  In what ways are 
these differences due to “personal troubles” and what ways are they due 
to “public issues of social structure”? Be clear about how personal troubles 
and public issues differ.  Once you make this clear, however, you may also 
discuss how they interact.   In your response, make clear reference to 
details from the reading.  Include the page numbers you are referring to. 
Without these, you will not receive full credit. 

 
Complete this session no later than 5pm on Saturday, September 8th  

 

********************************************************* 
Sample Student Response and Instructor Feedback for 
Sample 1 
 
Student A 

1. Student Achievement and Parental involvement in Lower Richmond: 
 One major problem with a students achievement in Lower Richmond is 

that the process for a child to be considered for special education could take as 
long as a full school year! In page 17, the author mentions, “ this kind of 
bureaucratic infrastructure sometimes results in children “slipping through the 
cracks” as major learning problems go untreated.” This is a major obstacle for 
some students to be able to show any student achievement.  

 Another problem with student achievement in Lower Richmond is the test 
scores. “… About one-half of each class reads below grade level and about one-
third of the fourth grade cohort is at least two years below grade level.” (Page 18) 



The lack of student achievement in terms of grades and test scores may be well 
associated with the fact that there are too few parents involved in the Parent- 
Teacher Association to make enough money to fund supplies and materials to 
help raise these test scores. “… Inner-city schools do not have wealthy parent 
associations capable of supplementing individual site budgets.” (Page 18).  

 Not to mention, many children have a little to no parental involvement in 
their lives, could result in poor academic achievement. Without a support 
system, it can be hard to grow in life not only academically but in every aspect of 
life. For example, “ In Mr. Tier’s fourth grade, among the white students, there is 
Lisa, whose mother left her and who now “lives with her father who likes to 
drink to excess,” and, “ Shaun, whose father “does cocaine,… is paranoid, and 
was arrested twice this year.”  

 Of course there are those few parents, who even though are poor and 
working class, that strive for the betterment of their child’s future by being as 
involved as possible. For example, “In Mr. Tier’s class, there are three such black 
children- Isaiah, whose mother is absent but whose father is devoted to him; 
Morrell, whose mother has “gone back to college to become an elementary school 
teacher,” and Danielle, whose mother works at “Joe’s Steaks. 

  

2. Student Achievement and Parental Involvement in Swan Schools: 
 In the Swan School, where the facilities are wonderful and abundant, 

parent involvement is much more common compared to Lower Richmond. 
Parents worry about the safety of their children at all times, despite the fact that 
it is quite a safe neighborhood, “Burglary and petty theft occur rarely in the 
neighborhoods near Swan, and armed robberies on residential streets are almost 
unheard of.” This factor of parent involvement in their child’s safety is a 
contributing factor to the child’s achievement, since a child needs all the support 
he/she can get.  

 In comparison to Lower Richmond’s long and strenuous problem in 
referring a child to special education needs, in Swan School it’s much quicker 
and easier had if necessary. “Referrals to special education are less common and 
less bureaucratic. Parents must formally agree (by signing a permission form) to 
have their children tested for learning problems, but the paperwork generally 
takes weeks, not months, to be processed.”  

 And also in comparison to Lower Richmond’s fourth grade students test 
scores, Swan School’s fourth graders scored much better, which of course is a 
positive student achievement. “At Swan, most children in the fourth grade, 
including the low achievers, perform at grade level; in reading, many of the 
students are two or three years above grade level.”  

 Not to mention, the parent participation in Swan School’s PTA is 
extremely active. The involvement of the parents in their child’s school 
contributes to their well-being and future so much more than those parents of 



children who neglect them or just have no time for them. A child’s support 
system is a delicate thing, and if it is a positive one, in which the parent is highly 
involved in promoting a busy schedule full of activities and positive interaction 
for the child, then that child, (as the book has up to know explained), may have a 
more secure future full of achievements in academics and in life overall. “the two 
schools are comparably sized, but the Swan PTA meetings attract ten times more 
participants than those at Lower Richmond, and the suburban organization 
raises (and spends) significantly larger sums. For example, the Swan PTA spent 
around $3000 annually to provide supplemental school assemblies.”  

 But sometimes, I think, I child needs room to grow but their parents are a 
little too involved in their child’s life and therefore could become obsessed with 
the future of their child. As Annette Lareau puts it, “ Parents often have an 
exaggerated sense of their children’s accomplishments. For instance, they 
describe their children as “being bored” with schoolwork when, from the 
teacher’s perspective, these children have not mastered the material.”  

  

3. In what ways are these differences due to “personal troubles” and what 
ways are they due to “ public issues of social structure”? And show their 
interaction as well. 

 In Swan School the majority of families in the surrounding neighborhoods 
and those parents that are part of the PTA are of middle-class, and have the 
resources to help maintain the school to its higher standards compared to Lower 
Richmond. The fact that the children attending Swan School are from middle-
class families contributes to the social structure of the school. Swan School has 
more money flowing in to help keep up with their higher standards, more 
materials, and greater supplemental activities. Because Lower Richmond 
students mostly come from working class families, where many parents are not 
entirely focused on their child’s upbringing, the social structure of this working 
class society in Lower Richmond contributes to the fact that children have low 
test scores, there are few resources, and safety is an issue.  

 Many of the students from Lower Richmond have either struggling or 
below test scores, and many show signs of parent neglect. One of the reasons for 
this could be due to personal troubles, personal troubles as a working class 
family in particular. So on top of the fact that in Lower Richmond there are many 
signs of poor resources and failing students, the students attending this school 
mostly all come from working class families that cannot provide so much for 
their children, and therefore can barely contribute at all to the school (as in PTA). 
Basically, the personal troubles of the families of being working class contribute 
to the social structure of Lower Richmond (where they lack enough materials, 
resources and supplemental activities), meaning that the conditions in which 
these children grow up will most likely not lead to their success. Which does not 
seem like a very fair deal for them at all.    



 
 
 
 
 
 

Session Date:     09-08-12 Name:           Student A 

It sounds like you’ve had a great opportunity to form real relationships with 
people from many different classes. 
 
In your post you write: “the personal troubles of the families of being working 
class contribute to the social structure of Lower Richmond”.  If the primary 
problem is being part of the working class rather than the middle class, then this 
is better described as a public issue rather than a personal trouble.    Class 
position is a structural issue.  If low achievement is consistently linked to low 
economic class, then this is a larger public issue, not something that is due 
mainly to random personal troubles. 
Grade:  5 out of 5 
 

 
Student B. 
 
In the Lower Richmond and Swan schools, personal issues and public issues play 
a large part in the student achievement and paternal involvement at both 
schools. Personal troubles relates to the idea that one is responsibility for the 
outcome, no matter the circumstance, and the achievement is determined by the 
person. Whereas, public issues of social structure is the idea that there is an 
underlying social limitation that stops people from achievement. For example, if 
someone has a job and does not perform well on the job then that is personal 
troubles, but if someone or people lost their job due to lay offs then that is an 
extension of public issues of social structure. From these two viewpoints, there is 
an evident contrast of these two schools. When it comes to student achievement, 
the difference lies in the public issues. In the lower Richmond, student 
achievement (or lack of) comes directly from the public issues of social structure. 
The school have a lack of teachers, supplies, and heavily underfunded.“Still, the 
school has its share of problems, ranging from a shortage of teaching supplies, 
such as paper and art material, to a shortage of teachers, to an unwieldy 
administrative structure that can shortchange students’ education.” (17). Another 
example where this is evident is in the children’s home life.”Teachers estimate 
that at least one-half of the children have serious life problems, often involving a 
parent who is absent or incapacitated.” (18). This is social structure in which poor 
students live through, and as a result, it is a major distraction to students. When 
looking at the paternal involvement in the district, it more of a personal 



problems.The Parent-Teacher Association at Lower Richmond lacks 
memberships from parents. Teachers have expressed their frustration in lack of 
parental involvement: 
      An unsupportive parent is one who antagonistic with the teacher. I’ve had 
situation like that. And it makes it virtually impossible. If you have a problem 
with a child, the parent is not supportive of you or the school’s position.(27) 
The parents in Lower Richmond lack of involvement has no other 
explanation,but  personal problems. There is no evidence that social structure 
exist.In the Swan School, student achievement is direct result of social structure. 
The neighborhood in which Swan school resides consist of middle class homes. 
Due to the class of the neighborhood, the students start with an advantage. In a 
study, Laureau shows the difference between middle class and poor 
families.Middle class parents talk more to their children than poor homes, which 
gives middle class students an edge in development of greater verbal ability, 
larger vocabulary, comfort with authorities, and more familiarity with abstract 
concepts.(5). They are given a boast in development due to their parent’s status. 
Now, the parents are fully involve in the their child’s education. This is because 
how they approach raising their children called concerted cultivation.  
“Organized activities, established and controlled by mothers and fathers, 
dominate the lives middle-class children such as Garrett and 
Alexander.”(2).Middle-class families play a large part  in the selections of school 
system, after school activities and usage of language given to their child and they 
keep constant intervention in the children’s lives. Social structure is the reason 
why in both schools student’s achievement and parental involvement are 
different. In the Lower Richmond, lack of parent involvement is due, for the most 
part, personal problems. There is no doubt that social structure play a large of in 
the chances of success of students in both schools. 

 
 

Session Date:     09-08-12 Name:           Student B 

Your experience with coming from a poor neighborhood and your ability to get 
to college despite this put you in a really wonderful position.  You are able to 
translate between the experiences of the poor and those of the middle and upper 
middle classes.  Few people are able to do this.  This is incredibly important.  You 
have cultural capital associated with the poor and associated with the middle 
class.  Use this to make connections and to work toward your goal of making a 
difference in the lives of people negatively affected by social inequality. 
 
You write: “The parents in Lower Richmond lack of involvement has no other 
explanation,but  personal problems.”  Are you sure about that?  What if parents 
are not involved because they are working long hours at low income jobs to 
support their families?  What if they have low rather than high income jobs 
because they were deprived of a decent education?  If these things were to be 



true of many Lower Richmond parents, then their lack of involvement would be 
due more to public issues than to personal troubles. 
 
P.S. Here’s a link to that article I talked about in class concerning Obama and his 
linguistic code switching. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/09/opinion/sunday/obama-and-the-racial-
politics-of-american-english.html?pagewanted=all  
 
Grade:  5 out of 5 

 
Student C 
  As we read the Unequal Childhoods by Annette Lareau we can see the differences 
and similarities between student achievement and parental involvement in 
Lower Richmond and Swan Schools. We also notice how the differences of both 
schools are due to personal troubles, issues that only affect one individual based 
on there decision or luck, or public issue which is a problem that is outside the 
control of the individual.  

 I find that in Lower Richmond School, the shortage of materials, no permanent 
teachers, the untreated of learning problems and that one half of each class reads 
below grade level or even lower is a public issue. (Pg. 17-18) On the other hand 
the public issues in Swans School aren’t many, but it seems like a public issue 
that in a class room the first few weeks of school 10 out of 26 students didn’t do 
there homework (Pg. 22). 

 It is the other way around with private issues. In Swans School there seem to be 
more private issues than in Lower Richmond School. In Swans School that some 
children don’t receive enough attention from their busy parents, that it is hard to 
recruit parents for volunteering looks like a private issue of the parents. In Lower 
Richmond that Tanisha lacks basic school supplies (pg. 18) or that Toya gets in 
fights and her mother doesn’t punish her only defends what her daughter does 
(pg. 19) is a private issue. 

 
 

 

Session Date:     09-08-12 Name: Student C 

What would you need to do or change in order to have some meaningful 
relationships with the poor?  I have found that unless people made deliberate 
decisions to cultivate these cross-class relationships, they don’t happen.  In my 
case I do have many real relationships with the poor.  But this is because the 
church I belong to is committed to social justice work and to crossing lines of 
race and class.  I and many other middle class members of my church live in a 
neighborhood that has many people who are poor or working poor.  We do this 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/09/opinion/sunday/obama-and-the-racial-politics-of-american-english.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/09/opinion/sunday/obama-and-the-racial-politics-of-american-english.html?pagewanted=all


because of the commitment to crossing economic and racial divisions.  In the 
absence of these institutional commitments, I would not normally have any 
meaningful relationships with the poor.  I have made the decision to live this 
way because sociologically I know that if we want to break cycles of poverty it is 
important for the poor to have relationships that cross class barriers. I also do 
this because having meaningful relationships with the poor helps me to have a 
much better sense of who they are, what their struggles are, and what kinds of 
public policies we need as a society to break cycles of poverty.  Living among the 
poor teaches me these things in a way that is quite different, much clearer and 
more nuanced than what I can learn from reading about these issues. 
 
 I use my case as an example, but there are other ways to create cross-class 
relationships.  If you believe this is really important, what can you do to make 
this happen? 
 
The public issues you point out at Lower Richmond make sense.  It is not clear, 
however, why the failure to complete homework at the Swan school is a public 
issue.  You need to explain why this is a public issues and not a personal trouble 
related to lack of seriousness among students.  It is possible to make the case that 
the lack of homework completion is a public issue if for instance you were to say 
that because most middle class parents have both parents working outside the 
home, they don’t give their kids the academic help they need.  In this case the 
larger public issue has to do with the structure of the economy, the fact that it 
takes two parents working outside of the home to bring in enough income to 
sustain a middle class lifestyle.  Later on you explain why this homework 
situation could also be seen as a private trouble.  This is one dimension of the 
problem but the larger public issues I describe is likely also at work. 
 
Grade:  4.75 out of 5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sample 2 
 
Global Sociology 
Introduction to Global Inequality Session, Fall 2012 
*************************************************************************** 

Global Inequalities 
 
Lecture 
Listen to the lecture and follow along with the Power Point slides before starting 
anything else written in the instructions below. 
 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
After you’ve listened to the lecture, visit the link below and learn about the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  On the upper left side of the page, you 
will see a menu item that says “eight goals”.  Click on each goal and read the 
information provided.  For each goal you will see the following tabs: 
introduction; the targets; “did you know”; achieving the goals.  Read these for 
each MDG, they are quite brief. 
 
http://endpoverty2015.org/goals  
 

AFTER you have reviewed the MDGs, complete the following: 
 
Personal Responses 
The lecture has helped us to begin to consider how our lives in the U.S. compare 
to people in less advantaged parts of the world.  Consider the differences in 
resource use when we did the water activity and when we looked at differences 
in energy consumption.  Consider what you have just learned about global 
inequalities by reviewing the MDGs.   
 
In light of what you have been learning, write a brief reflection on the following 
and share it with your small group: 

 Have you thought very much about your relative privilege compared to 
much of the rest of the world?  Why or why not? 

 When you do think the extent of inequality between the average person in 
the U.S. and those in many less advantaged countries, how do you make 
ethical sense of this inequality?  That is: Is the degree of inequality good or 
desirable?  Who is responsible for the currently existing degree of 
inequality?  If you think these inequalities are undesirable, who should be 

http://endpoverty2015.org/goals


responsible for addressing them?  Should or could you have any role in 
addressing these issues?  You do not have to respond to all of these 
questions, just to some subset that is of particular interest to you. 

  
Your reflection should be 200-300 words. 
 
In order to receive full credit your reflection MUST make direct reference to 
specific information from the website above.  
 
Post your reflection in a discussion forum in your small group.  If you are the 
first person to post, you will have to create the forum.  Give the forum the title: 
“Reflecting on Global Inequalities”.  Feel free to respond to what others have 
said, but you must also clearly write your own response to the questions posed 
above. 
 

Complete the session no later than 5pm on Saturday, September 8th  
 
************************************************************************ 

 

Sample Student Response and Instructor Feedback for 
Sample 2 
 
Student D. 
Being an American, it is easy to forget that most people here live luxuriously 
compared to some developing countries in the world. Personally, I don’t always 
remember that there are so many people that will never get as much food as I 
will. We are so caught up in our every day lives and habits that we don’t realize 
how different life would be if we lived like the less fortunate of our world. Being 
presented with the facts about inequality makes it hard to believe that people live 
with so much less than what we are so accustomed to. Its easy to complain about 
food choices or living conditions until you realize that what is our “bad” could 
be someone’s paradise. Since inequality is a global issue, its hard to put the 
blame on any one reason, but when facts like global education would cost half of 
what americans spend on ice cream a year are presented, its easy to see that if 
everyone did do as little as donate to good causes instead of indulge, problems 
could be solved a lot faster (Millennium Development Goals). As much as a 
balanced world would be appreciated, inequality is always going to exist. The 
moral thing to do as humans and especially privileged humans would be to try 
and close the equality gap to a point where 10 million children don’t die of 
hunger and preventable diseases a year (Millennium Development Goals).  
 
 



 
 
 

Session Date:     09-08-12 Name: Student D. 

It is true that we will always have inequality.  And yet you also seem to suggest 
that there are limits to how unequal things should be.   If you wanted to address 
these issues in some way, how would you go about doing it?  Giving a donation 
to a charitable organization might help a few people here or there, but would not 
address the larger structural issues that keep people hungry.  So part of what we 
have to ask ourselves is to what extent do we think it’s enough to engage in 
charity and to what extent do we need to work toward larger structural changes.  
And even if we believe or know that structural changes are necessary, where can 
the average person begin to address them?  My hope is that as we learn more in 
this course you will emerge with some ideas about what kinds of organizations 
and what kinds of policies can help to address these problems structurally. 
 
Grade: 5  

 
Student E 
I am not surprised at but rather reminded of the large gap of inequality found 
between the United States and other countries. Citizens in countries of higher 
standards are partially responsible for this degree of inequality. While people are 
accustomed to using “200 liters of water for a washing machine load,” other 
options are being disregarded. When I traveled abroad over the summer, I 
realized through cultural relativism that, as a frugal college student, Europe had 
more to offer me than I to it – using one tub of water and air-drying clothing was 
cheaper than spending 4 euros. This also leaves more for the 1.2 billion people 
without sanitary water (Goal 7). Even though I am one person, I have a role in 
addressing issues like hunger/poverty, universal education, gender equality, 
child/maternal health, HIV/AIDS, environmental sustainability, and global 
partnership. The world is “smaller” today because of the interconnection of 
industry and service. The amount of water one uses could be available for and 
change the world forever. The United States has the highest gross national 
income per capita, $45,640 (2009 Purchasing Power Parity); this prosperity could 
be dispersed to lessen the gap between America and countries of lower average 
income. This could help with poor healthcare conditions and diminish disease 
and death in other countries; life expectancy could be higher. The educational 
and workforce opportunities that people come to America for could be provided 
in countries of lower socioeconomic conditions if their basic living styles were 
better, leaving time and interest for education. Therefore other countries, 
developing countries’ 872 million illiterate people would be closer to America’s 
99.0% literacy rate by getting the 100 million children not in school on the right 



track (Goal 2)! Improving the world lessens the burden on everyone - provider 
and the receiver.  

 
 

Session Date:     09-05-12 Name:           Student E 

You suggest that in order for people in low income countries to improve their 
situation, people in wealthy countries must be willing to sacrifice and make 
changes in their lives.  Perhaps ion some areas this might be the case, but it is not 
necessarily as simple as me taking one less shower and someone in a drought 
stricken region getting a drink of water.  Wealthier countries do, however, shape 
international economic policies in such a way that they advantage themselves 
and can tend to disadvantage low income countries.  Addressing this power 
inequality is perhaps even more difficult than asking individuals to take fewer or 
shorter baths/showers.  I hope as the class continues we will all have a better 
sense of what kinds of changes or policies are needed to improve the situation in 
areas that are struggling. 
 
Grade:  5 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Sample 3 
 
Global Sociology 
World Bank and IMF Session, Spring 2011 
********************************************************************************* 

 

World Bank and IMF 
 

Complete the IMF and World Bank activities described below.  Then 
complete the assignment. 
 
What does the IMF do? 
1) Work through the imagined scenario in the country of Yak.   Click on the link below. 
 
The Country of Yak Scenario: 
http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/center/action/eng/exchange/index.htm  
 
What does the World Bank do? 

1) Click on the link to the interactive map below.  NOTE: It takes a few minutes for 
the map to load. 

2) Visit TWO low income countries on the map and become familiar with the 
following: 

 Their social and economic data 

 The projects that the World Bank is working on in that country. For the projects, 
focus on the approved/current projects rather than proposed/pipeline projects. 
You will find the projects under the “News” tab for each country.  After you click 
on “News”, click on one of the listed projects.  There may be several pieces of 
“news” here that are not projects, so focus your attention on the items that are 
described as “projects”. Click on a specific project.  Look for the box that says 
“Downloads”, review the PDF Official Version. 

 Once you get to a page describing an approved project, read the project 
description.  In that description, pay attention to the financial information which 
shows you where the money for the project is coming from.  This section will tell 
you whether the project is funded by a grant or loan, the amount of money 
designated for the project, and all the different entities funding the project.  You 
will see that these projects are generally funded by the International 
Development Association (IDA).  Visit the link below on the IDA in order to 
understand what it is and what it does. 

 
World Bank Map: http://geo.worldbank.org/  

http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/center/action/eng/exchange/index.htm
http://geo.worldbank.org/


 
The IDA Explained: 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/IDA/0,,contentMD
K:21206704~pagePK:51236175~piPK:437394~theSitePK:73154,00.html  
 
 
Assignment 
Once you’ve finished the two activities above, participate in your small group by 
creating a discussion forum entitled “World Bank and IMF”.  Focus your contributions 
on the discussion questions below.  Be sure to follow the Discussion Guidelines 
described at the end of this document. 
 

1) After you’ve finished the activities above, revisit the sections on the World Bank 
and IMF from your textbook (pp.58-61). The textbook author McMichael is 
somewhat critical of the institutions, especially of the World Bank.  Compare his 
criticisms with what you learned about the World Bank form the above activity.   

 
 
For Discussion 

Given your review of the available information, to what extent do you agree or 
disagree with McMichael’s criticisms of the World Bank? 

 
2) The IMF exercise is meant to demonstrate how important that institution is. 

Consider the following:   

 Can you think of other ways for the economics minister to resolve the 
hard currency crisis without the existence of an institution like the IMF? 

 What are the potential problems of relying on the IMF to solve Yak’s 
problems? 

 
For Discussion 
After considering these issues, and reflecting back on the exercise above, what is 
your view about the importance of the IMF? 

 
Discussion Guidelines 

1) Go to your small group and, if you are the first person, create a new 
forum entitled “World Bank and IMF”. 

2) In your posting, you MUST include several specific references to the 
readings AND information from the IMF and World Bank website 
activities.  This is meant to be an evidence-based exchange of ideas, not 
simply an exchange of uninformed opinions.  When you reference the 
readings, be clear about which page number(s) you’re talking about.  
When you reference the website activities, you should also be clear about 
the fact that this is where the information is coming from. 

3) Contribute your response by 5pm on Saturday February 5th  
 
********************************************************************************************* 

 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/IDA/0,,contentMDK:21206704~pagePK:51236175~piPK:437394~theSitePK:73154,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/IDA/0,,contentMDK:21206704~pagePK:51236175~piPK:437394~theSitePK:73154,00.html


 
 
 
Sample Student Response and Instructor Feedback for 
Sample 3 
 
Student F 
According to the section of the book starting with multilateralism, which 
explains the Bretton Woods System, it describes the twin sisters of the system, 
IMF and World Bank. The World Bank's mandate was to make large scale loans 
to states for national infrastructural projects such as dams, highways, and 
powerplants while the IMF created criteria stipulations known as the 
conditionality requirement, which required applicants had to have certain 
economic policies in order to receive the loan (58-59). On the world map I looked 
at Chad and Ethiopia. Ethiopia has projects aiming to make their judicial system 
more effective and has over nine billion dollars in bank investments. Chad has 
used the 20 million grant from the US to reduce HIV infections in Chad and has 
over 1 billion dollars in total bank investments. The discrepency between the 
bank investment of these two countries puts into question what conditionality 
requirements were required from the countries to receive the loans, as described 
in the book. However, from the book and the required readings for this 
assignment, the book description of the Bretton Woods System did not mention 
IDA and its functions, even though it has been in operation since the 60's. 
According to "What is IDA",the IDA is one of the largest sources of supplying aid 
to 79% of the worlds poorest countries; therefore, projects in India and 
Tanzania receive millions from the IDA. I think McMichael's criticisms are 
plausible because these organizations can take advantage of LDC's by making 
sure they institute particular economic policies before guaranteeing the loans. 
But as far as the existence of the IMF, I think it is a great strategy an  economics 
minister can use because they get aid from larger organizations and stronger 
countries, and they receive global publicity and attention, which will attract even 
more countries to send aid. However relying on IMF to solve Yak's problems 
because if IMF institutes conditional requirements that may go against cultural 
or moral norms of Yak, the society and citizens of Yak may change negatively, 
losing social or cultural elements that were once essential to Yak. The IMF is 
important because it can drastically help the poorest countries with projects in 
terms of infrastructure or medical advances that will better the communities, but 
the IMF must keep an altruistic perspective in order to remain effective, instead 
of having conditional requirements for self-interest. 
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 Grade: 5, You argue that the IMF should be more altruistic rather than setting 
conditions for countries that take its loans. The bottom line, however, is that 
whoever provides the money drives the agenda.  How do we get around this?  If 
you were the donor and you truly believed that your money should be managed 
in a certain way in order to have the best effect, would you compromise on your 
demands about how the money should be managed?  This is the issue with the 
IMF and World Bank (WB).  They believe they have the answers for what 
countries must do to get back on track economically so they require that certain 
conditions be met for countries borrowing from them.  As it happens, yes, that 
money is paid back overwhelmingly to wealthy countries, but these are the 
countries providing the money for loans.  With our exercise in class on Monday 
we will see exactly how IMF conditionalities work and why the IMF requires 
them.  Keep an eye out for this to see how it affects your thinking on these issues. 
 
Student G 
It was very interesting to read about the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, and about the important roles the two organizations fulfill in 
global economy. However, since the information about these two organizations 
was found in the their actual websites, the World Bank and IMF are probably 
making sure that they portray maintain a good image in the rest of the world’s 
eyes. On the other hand, the textbook author McMichael has stated several 
criticisms about the World Bank and the IMF. 
One of the criticisms is based on the fact that the development projects funded by 
these organizations are more capital intensive than labor intensive. After looking 
at some of the different projects taking place in low-income countries, I was able 
to see a combination of labor-intensive projects and capital-intensive projects. 
Yet, the World Bank and the IMF should fund more labor-intensive projects 
because this would create more jobs for the populations and less polarity in 
social classes. Another of the criticisms mentioned by McMichael is the 
conditionality that the World Bank and the IMF place on countries in order to 
provide aid. I believe that since these organizations are providing countries with 
aid, these organizations should have the right to establish some conditions for 
the aid. However, these conditions should not interfere with the state’s authority, 
ethical code, or customs. A third criticism presented by McMichael is the 
tendency of the World Bank and the IMF to act as gatekeepers for other 
organizations around the world. I find this tendency to be very unjust for the 
countries in seek of financial aid because these countries should have several 



options when looking for funding. Therefore, the World Bank and the IMF 
should not impose their regulations on other organizations in order for countries 
to have a choice of their own.  
 
After doing the exercise on the mythical country of Yak, I thought that the IMF 
was the easiest and fastest way towards development. It is very hard for me to 
imagine how poor countries like Yak with very few resources would be able to 
progress and find a path to development on their own. Especially in the world 
we are living in now, it is very hard for poor countries to compete with 
developed countries when these are creating high quality goods for exportation. 
Even though the IMF seems like a important tool for global economy, it could be 
possibly dangerous to rely completely in this organization because of the 
conditionality criticism states by McMichael and many other IMF critics. 
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 Grade: 5, You mention that it does make sense for the IMF and World Bank to 
impose certain conditions on the way their money is used by borrowing 
countries.  But you then go on to say: “However, these conditions should not interfere with 

the state’s authority, ethical code, or customs.”  But how can borrowing countries have it both ways? 
What if you included representatives from low income countries in the decision 
making about how the money should be used and managed, but you found that 
over and over again you could not agree with their ideas because you felt their 
ideas would do more economic harm than good? This is the issue with the IMF 
and World Bank (WB).  They believe they have the answers for what countries 
must do to get back on track economically so they require that certain conditions 
be met for countries borrowing from them.  With our exercise in class on 
Monday we will see exactly how IMF conditionalities work and why the IMF 
requires them.  Keep an eye out for this to see how it affects your thinking on 
these issues. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Sample 2 
 
Global Sociology 
World Bank and IMF Session, Spring 2011 
********************************************************************************* 

 

World Bank and IMF 
 

Complete the IMF and World Bank activities described below.  Then 
complete the assignment. 
 
What does the IMF do? 
1) Work through the imagined scenario in the country of Yak.   Click on the link below. 
 
The Country of Yak Scenario: 
http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/center/action/eng/exchange/index.htm  
 
What does the World Bank do? 

3) Click on the link to the interactive map below.  NOTE: It takes a few minutes for 
the map to load. 

4) Visit TWO low income countries on the map and become familiar with the 
following: 

 Their social and economic data 

 The projects that the World Bank is working on in that country. For the projects, 
focus on the approved/current projects rather than proposed/pipeline projects. 
You will find the projects under the “News” tab for each country.  After you click 
on “News”, click on one of the listed projects.  There may be several pieces of 
“news” here that are not projects, so focus your attention on the items that are 
described as “projects”. Click on a specific project.  Look for the box that says 
“Downloads”, review the PDF Official Version. 

 Once you get to a page describing an approved project, read the project 
description.  In that description, pay attention to the financial information which 
shows you where the money for the project is coming from.  This section will tell 
you whether the project is funded by a grant or loan, the amount of money 
designated for the project, and all the different entities funding the project.  You 
will see that these projects are generally funded by the International 
Development Association (IDA).  Visit the link below on the IDA in order to 
understand what it is and what it does. 

 
World Bank Map: http://geo.worldbank.org/  

http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/center/action/eng/exchange/index.htm
http://geo.worldbank.org/


 
The IDA Explained: 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/IDA/0,,contentMD
K:21206704~pagePK:51236175~piPK:437394~theSitePK:73154,00.html  
 
 
Assignment 
Once you’ve finished the two activities above, participate in your small group by 
creating a discussion forum entitled “World Bank and IMF”.  Focus your contributions 
on the discussion questions below.  Be sure to follow the Discussion Guidelines 
described at the end of this document. 
 

3) After you’ve finished the activities above, revisit the sections on the World Bank 
and IMF from your textbook (pp.58-61). The textbook author McMichael is 
somewhat critical of the institutions, especially of the World Bank.  Compare his 
criticisms with what you learned about the World Bank form the above activity.   

 
 
For Discussion 

Given your review of the available information, to what extent do you agree or 
disagree with McMichael’s criticisms of the World Bank? 

 
4) The IMF exercise is meant to demonstrate how important that institution is. 

Consider the following:   

 Can you think of other ways for the economics minister to resolve the 
hard currency crisis without the existence of an institution like the IMF? 

 What are the potential problems of relying on the IMF to solve Yak’s 
problems? 

 
For Discussion 
After considering these issues, and reflecting back on the exercise above, what is 
your view about the importance of the IMF? 

 
Discussion Guidelines 

4) Go to your small group and, if you are the first person, create a new 
forum entitled “World Bank and IMF”. 

5) In your posting, you MUST include several specific references to the 
readings AND information from the IMF and World Bank website 
activities.  This is meant to be an evidence-based exchange of ideas, not 
simply an exchange of uninformed opinions.  When you reference the 
readings, be clear about which page number(s) you’re talking about.  
When you reference the website activities, you should also be clear about 
the fact that this is where the information is coming from. 

6) Contribute your response by 5pm on Saturday February 5th  
 
********************************************************************************************* 

 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/IDA/0,,contentMDK:21206704~pagePK:51236175~piPK:437394~theSitePK:73154,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/IDA/0,,contentMDK:21206704~pagePK:51236175~piPK:437394~theSitePK:73154,00.html


 
 
 
Sample Student Response and Instructor Feedback for 
Sample 2 
 
Student F 
According to the section of the book starting with multilateralism, which 
explains the Bretton Woods System, it describes the twin sisters of the system, 
IMF and World Bank. The World Bank's mandate was to make large scale loans 
to states for national infrastructural projects such as dams, highways, and 
powerplants while the IMF created criteria stipulations known as the 
conditionality requirement, which required applicants had to have certain 
economic policies in order to receive the loan (58-59). On the world map I looked 
at Chad and Ethiopia. Ethiopia has projects aiming to make their judicial system 
more effective and has over nine billion dollars in bank investments. Chad has 
used the 20 million grant from the US to reduce HIV infections in Chad and has 
over 1 billion dollars in total bank investments. The discrepency between the 
bank investment of these two countries puts into question what conditionality 
requirements were required from the countries to receive the loans, as described 
in the book. However, from the book and the required readings for this 
assignment, the book description of the Bretton Woods System did not mention 
IDA and its functions, even though it has been in operation since the 60's. 
According to "What is IDA",the IDA is one of the largest sources of supplying aid 
to 79% of the worlds poorest countries; therefore, projects in India and 
Tanzania receive millions from the IDA. I think McMichael's criticisms are 
plausible because these organizations can take advantage of LDC's by making 
sure they institute particular economic policies before guaranteeing the loans. 
But as far as the existence of the IMF, I think it is a great strategy an  economics 
minister can use because they get aid from larger organizations and stronger 
countries, and they receive global publicity and attention, which will attract even 
more countries to send aid. However relying on IMF to solve Yak's problems 
because if IMF institutes conditional requirements that may go against cultural 
or moral norms of Yak, the society and citizens of Yak may change negatively, 
losing social or cultural elements that were once essential to Yak. The IMF is 
important because it can drastically help the poorest countries with projects in 
terms of infrastructure or medical advances that will better the communities, but 
the IMF must keep an altruistic perspective in order to remain effective, instead 
of having conditional requirements for self-interest. 
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 Grade: 5, You argue that the IMF should be more altruistic rather than setting 
conditions for countries that take its loans. The bottom line, however, is that 
whoever provides the money drives the agenda.  How do we get around this?  If 
you were the donor and you truly believed that your money should be managed 
in a certain way in order to have the best effect, would you compromise on your 
demands about how the money should be managed?  This is the issue with the 
IMF and World Bank (WB).  They believe they have the answers for what 
countries must do to get back on track economically so they require that certain 
conditions be met for countries borrowing from them.  As it happens, yes, that 
money is paid back overwhelmingly to wealthy countries, but these are the 
countries providing the money for loans.  With our exercise in class on Monday 
we will see exactly how IMF conditionalities work and why the IMF requires 
them.  Keep an eye out for this to see how it affects your thinking on these issues. 
 
Student G 
It was very interesting to read about the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, and about the important roles the two organizations fulfill in 
global economy. However, since the information about these two organizations 
was found in the their actual websites, the World Bank and IMF are probably 
making sure that they portray maintain a good image in the rest of the world’s 
eyes. On the other hand, the textbook author McMichael has stated several 
criticisms about the World Bank and the IMF. 
One of the criticisms is based on the fact that the development projects funded by 
these organizations are more capital intensive than labor intensive. After looking 
at some of the different projects taking place in low-income countries, I was able 
to see a combination of labor-intensive projects and capital-intensive projects. 
Yet, the World Bank and the IMF should fund more labor-intensive projects 
because this would create more jobs for the populations and less polarity in 
social classes. Another of the criticisms mentioned by McMichael is the 
conditionality that the World Bank and the IMF place on countries in order to 
provide aid. I believe that since these organizations are providing countries with 
aid, these organizations should have the right to establish some conditions for 
the aid. However, these conditions should not interfere with the state’s authority, 
ethical code, or customs. A third criticism presented by McMichael is the 
tendency of the World Bank and the IMF to act as gatekeepers for other 
organizations around the world. I find this tendency to be very unjust for the 
countries in seek of financial aid because these countries should have several 



options when looking for funding. Therefore, the World Bank and the IMF 
should not impose their regulations on other organizations in order for countries 
to have a choice of their own.  
 
After doing the exercise on the mythical country of Yak, I thought that the IMF 
was the easiest and fastest way towards development. It is very hard for me to 
imagine how poor countries like Yak with very few resources would be able to 
progress and find a path to development on their own. Especially in the world 
we are living in now, it is very hard for poor countries to compete with 
developed countries when these are creating high quality goods for exportation. 
Even though the IMF seems like a important tool for global economy, it could be 
possibly dangerous to rely completely in this organization because of the 
conditionality criticism states by McMichael and many other IMF critics. 
 

 

Session Date: 02-04-11 Name:      Student G 

 Grade: 5, You mention that it does make sense for the IMF and World Bank to 
impose certain conditions on the way their money is used by borrowing 
countries.  But you then go on to say: “However, these conditions should not interfere with 

the state’s authority, ethical code, or customs.”  But how can borrowing countries have it both ways? 
What if you included representatives from low income countries in the decision 
making about how the money should be used and managed, but you found that 
over and over again you could not agree with their ideas because you felt their 
ideas would do more economic harm than good? This is the issue with the IMF 
and World Bank (WB).  They believe they have the answers for what countries 
must do to get back on track economically so they require that certain conditions 
be met for countries borrowing from them.  With our exercise in class on 
Monday we will see exactly how IMF conditionalities work and why the IMF 
requires them.  Keep an eye out for this to see how it affects your thinking on 
these issues. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


