
Alice Clark’s Hildegard Discussion 

Hildegard as prophet 

 Watch the Powerpoint presentation on "Hildegard as Prophet". 

 

This is one unit from an on-line Common Curriculum course on Hildegard of Bingen, her works, 

and her world.  It includes a narrated PowerPoint lecture (14 minutes), some supplemental 

reading materials, a Blackboard quiz (to cover basic concepts), a discussion board, and an essay 

(300-500 words on an aspect of Hildegard’s visionary and prophetic writings that the student 

finds particularly interesting, e-mailed to me by midnight Monday).  The unit covers a week of 

an eight-week summer term. 

 

The discussion board is structured in three stages:  

1. Two substantive entries on the following topic, due by midnight Wednesday:  Look at the 

letter to the clerics of Cologne. How does this letter show Hildegard’s reforming interests 

and the basic themes of her prophetic work? Feel free to raise any questions you have, or 

any 

aspects that you find particularly interesting. 

2. Three substantive responses to threads opened by others, due by midnight Friday. 

3. Closing entries on the threads opened by the student, due by midnight Monday. 

The discussion is a bit sparse, because this was a small class, and I was new at fostering such on-

line discussion.  I tried to weigh in on every thread, letting the students start the discussion but 

injecting new information or encouragement to help it continue.  With a larger class, I think, it 

would have been more fruitful.  You can see, however, one of my revelations that semester:  the 

extent to which, after the mammoth work of setting all this up was done, I found myself delving 

into new material to supplement student ideas.  The week we had this discussion, I was travelling 

to Loyola Chicago for a seminar, and I took Barbara Newman's Sister of Wisdom:  Hildegard of 

Bingen's Theology of the Feminine with me; that book proved to be timely, and it underpinned 

most of my comments during this week.  

 

This discussion board also includes a reading response; students are required to do two during 

the course of the semester.  If I were doing this type of unit as a make-up segment of a regular 

fall semester class, I would likely omit this, and I would probably scale back the discussion 

board slightly, and perhaps the essay as well. 
 

http://loyno.blackboard.com/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_277821_1&course_id=_17896_1
http://loyno.blackboard.com/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_277821_1&course_id=_17896_1

