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Department of Mathematics and Computer Science 

 

Recommendation for requirement of online proctoring of ALEKS Math Assessment: 

During the transition to the use of ALEKS for all mathematics placement, it was decided to proceed with 

the assessment as unproctored with monitoring for suspicious or irregular scores. For the first iteration of 

the assessment in AY 16-17, this worked very well and overall yielded excellent results. Suspicious 

scores were sparse and handled on an individual basis. However, the results of Fall 2017 have led me to 

recommend that we reverse the policy and move to online proctoring for all ALEKS assessments. Fall 17 

saw increases in every assessment indicator, the most alarming of which being the increase in the rate of 

students qualifying for exemption (non-science/non-math majors scoring at least a 76 earn exemption 

from Math A115/T122) from 25% to 38%. If one looks deeper in the numbers this indeed appears 

significantly inflated by suspicious scores. Far more than in the previous Fall. In addition to the data, 

there was anecdotal evidence of students cheating on their assessment given from faculty or staff from 

each college.  

Now, for the solution, I recommend we use Honorlock. Their software was originally designed for 

ALEKS so it integrates seamlessly through our current internal IT setup. They offer on demand, record 

and review proctoring with on the spot support. There is no cost to the institution for integration or use, 

but the student is charged $13 per assessment.  

I firmly believe that a shift to proctoring the ALEKS Math Assessment is necessary to ensure to correct 

placement of our students and improve their likelihood of success at Loyola. Please let me know if more 

information is required.  

Regards, 

Dr. Patrick Corbin 

Department of Mathematics and Computer Science 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


