
University Courses and Curriculum Committee 
Minutes of Meeting 

January 12, 2017 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Monroe Library, Seminar Room 4 
 

Members Present:  Marc Manganaro, Lydia Voigt, Angie Hoffer Brocato, Bill Locander, Patricia 

Pearce, Tony Decuir, Laurie Phillips, Vicki Vega, Tim Ryan, Maria Calzada, Brad 

Petitfils, Michael Rachal, Felipe Massa, Desiree Rodriguez 

The University Courses & Curriculum Committee met on Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 9:30-11:00 a.m. 

in Monroe Library, Seminar Room 4. The minutes of September 1 & 29, 2016 and December 1, 2016 

were approved as submitted. Dr. Manganaro called the meeting to order. 

Old Business   

Drs. Calzada, Pearce and Ryan presented the following interdisciplinary proposal. 

1. Interdisciplinary Proposal 

a. LIM 4+1 program       

i. SACSCOC requirement that undergraduate and graduate programs together 

have to be at least 150 semester hours. Original LIM + 1 was 138. Planning to 

add 12 semester hours (4 courses), out of a selection of specific courses from 

other Loyola graduate programs.  

ii. Opportunity to raise awareness of students to major in RELS, go on into LIM 

iii. Is there any concern that 150 hours will make program less attractive? Yes, but 

it would still be less than 156 hours of total RELS + LIM programs taken 

individually.  

iv. Would be dual degree.  

v. Concern: would students pay LIM tuition rate for LIM courses, but if they’re 

taking Counseling courses they pay tuition rate for Counseling courses.  

1. This will have to be communicated, included in Bulletin course 

descriptions.  

vi. Would require a Bulletin change Academic Regulations that does not allow 

more than 2 graduate courses to count as undergraduate.  

1. Student Records researched, Regulation does not apply for established 

and articulated programs. Bulletin text does not address this, so a text 

change would be required.  

2. Concern: students on undergraduate scholarship using scholarship 

money for graduate courses; which tuition would they pay?   

vii. Motion to approve, second. Motion approves without objection or abstention.  

New Business 

Dr. Maria Calzada presented the following proposals from the College of Arts and Sciences. 

1. CAS Proposals  

a. Revision of Philosophy Degree Programs  



i. Requesting to add an extra 3 credit hours in the historical period. Currently only 

include ancient, medieval, and modern. Would like to add “contemporary.”  

ii. Have attempted changes in the past, did not solve the problem.  

iii. Major would move from 30 to 33, electives go from 45 to 42. A 33 credit hour 

major is not structurally difficult to manage in an UG degree program. 

  

b. Philosophy | PHIL A494 – Contemporary Philosophy 

i. Will create an individual course number that all Contemporary Philosophy 

courses can associate, looking for a non-generic number.  

ii. Right now using generic 493 number for contemporary and non-contemporary 

courses, makes tracking difficult.  

iii. Course capacity at 15 to 20. Course cap not likely to be an issue with a 400 level 

Philosophy major course.  

iv. What does “contemporary” mean in terms of Philosophy? Over time, this may 

become a moving target.  

v. Syllabus “turn your phone off” in all-caps, considered yelling in contemporary 

discourse. 

vi. Syllabus says that Sara Smith is Director of Disability Services 

 

c. Motion to approve both program revision and course, second. Motion approved 

without objection or abstention.  

 

Drs. Locander and Massa presented the following proposal from the College of Business 

2. CoB Proposal 

a. Certification in Software Development 

i. Summer software program. 

ii. Been in development for a long time, student driven to include more software 

development coursework.  

iii. Developed in conjunction with local software development shops and 

instructional formats.  

iv. Designed very specifically for students graduating from Loyola and Tulane other 

UG institutions. 

v. Program is demanding 10 week program. First 8 weeks is web development 

skills, basic HTML, CSS syling, Javascript. Moves to back end of software 

development stack.  

vi. Different from computer science or computer programming degree.  

vii. This is a bridge program allow students to use liberal arts degree and develop 

software and web technical skills. Hope to connect graduating students to jobs.  

viii. Worked through Center of Entrepreneurship.  

ix. Complementary to Computer Science programs. Not designed for first year 

students, designed for graduating.  

x. Piloted in the past summer. Really good feedback.  



xi. Resource concern: new, summer revenue stream for university. Offering 

program at lower cost than competitor.  

xii. Concern: what about students who are not able to complete 10 week program, 

no refund policy puts them on the hook for the entire program cost. Worried 

about attrition rate.  

1. If sickness or technical ability not enough, students can pause and finish 

program following summer.  

2. Strong orientation to let students know that the program is very 

intense. 

3. Second chances built in, if one week’s unit not complete, have a chance 

to complete the next week and stay on track.   

xiii. Concern: partnering with for-profit ventures. Would rather have program taught 

by own faculty.  

1. For-profit instructors will be employees of Loyola, university maintains 

quality control over program.  

2. The reason other programs cost higher than Loyola’s proposed program 

is that these programs are expensive to deliver.  

3. For-profit instructors participating are interested in building human 

capacity locally to meet business need locally.  

xiv. Concern: has this program been discussed with Computer Science faculty? 

1. Computer Science programs hoping to develop events to reduce 

intimidation of computer tech among students, may want to consider 

partnership.  

2. Also may want to speak with Department of Design regarding their new 

programs. Hoping to keep collaborative approach at the university 

where several new programs have recently been approved that deliver 

computer design, programming, and development content in a variety 

of ways.  

3. Suggest College of Business bring Design and Computer Science faculty 

together to build understanding of the program. Even though programs 

will not be competing, will help keep everyone on same page.  

xv. Concern: is there an expectation that certificate guarantees them to be a 

programmer? It is an exposure program, not an expert program. Purpose of the 

program is to develop an understanding of programming among existing college 

graduates. Not supposed to be an advanced, expert programmers at the end of 

the program, but will be able to work in those spaces and understand this 

technology.  

1. Companies looking at this program prospectus ready to develop 

scholarships.  

xvi. Concern: how is this handled from a registration perspective?  

1. Are they tracked as CEU students? Can work out mechanics to develop 

CEU transcript.  

2. If they get a certificate that says Loyola University New Orleans, there 

should be a way to keep the students tracked.  



3. Would like to keep the database of students who are taking courses on 

campus. 

4. Also need information on classroom use for course delivery. Expecting 

one classroom.  

5. Does 10 week period cut across Summer Sessions? Yes.   

xvii. Concern: does this need to go to Graduate Council or SCAP? Not a graduate 

program. Does not need to go through SCAP.  

xviii. Concern: how are revenues divided up? Center for Entrepreneurship. 

xix. Hoping program can encourage more synergy between programs, 

undergraduates, and jobs. The post-graduation set up can help build non-

computer programs.  

1. May get more Tulane graduates in the program, at least initially.  

xx. Motion to approve, second. Requesting follow up report to UCCC involving 

1. Notifying Computer Science and Design faculty 

2. Operating details such as registration, CEUs, student record keeping, 

classroom space.  

xxi. Motion approved without objection or abstention.  

 

Dr. Brad Petitfils presented the following interdisciplinary proposal. 

1. Interdisciplinary Proposal (Student Success Center) 

a. Magis Colloquium Course  

i. Was running as experimental course, need approval. Zero hour course.  

ii. Evolution of Protocols of Learning. Developed to echo what other universities 

are doing nationally with University 101 courses. Loyola does not do University 

101, does FYS.  

iii. Mixed results. Population has retained at higher rate than general student pool, 

but had individual students who were not able to remain.  

iv. This was a replacement for Summer Bridge program.  

v. Majority of students continuing to show up each week, participants came back 

in the Spring.  

vi. Little basis for comparison because this was a new program structure.  

vii. Staff led course.  

viii. Not exactly a University 101 course. Specific population of students.  

ix. May want to consider assigning 1 cr to course in future.  

x. Motion to approve, second.  

xi. Motion passes without objection or abstention.  

 

Dr. Lydia Voigt presented the following Loyola Core Proposals  

2. Loyola Core 

a. Creative Arts & Cultures - VISA 200 Level Study Abroad –  Art & the Jesuits in Early 

Modern Rome (New Course)  



i. Study Abroad program in Italy 

ii. CAC workgroup noted that course would need revision to be taught on campus.  

iii. SCLC approved course for meeting all CAC criteria, noted that if it were to come 

back to be taught on campus does it need to go through course proposal 

process again?  

1. Yes. Changes significant enough moving courses from Study Abroad to 

On-Campus. Should be routine.  

2. Can make courses STU for Study Abroad instead of LEC for Lecture. 

Would help tracking.  

iv. Loyola Library resources are available online from anywhere. Sometimes 

professors do not include that information in their syllabi from Study Abroad 

courses. Would like to see those included.  

v. Health Action Plan for Self-Care. Who is designing Action Plans for self-care in 

Study Abroad? Maybe language incorrect, but students with health issues have 

to have a plan in place for care while out of country. May need to address 

language.  

1. Fit condition. Cannot say a student cannot attend.  

2. Should work with Debbie Danna to find reasonable accommodation that 

works for student and institution.  

3. Should add that students needing accommodations need to also work 

with ODS. 

vi. Motion to accept, second.  

vii. Please review accommodations as stated.  

viii. Motion approved without objection or abstention.  

 

b. Religious Studies - RELS 300 Level Study Abroad –  Religious Ecologies of SE Asia (New 

Course)   

i. Study abroad course in India, second time to SCLC.  

ii. Concerns and communication from SCLC included requested review on:  

iii. Reference to a mid-term vs. Study Abroad schedule, asked to review.  

iv. SCLC asked for clarity on grading.  

v. No mention on how attendance and discussion would be graded. Some rules 

may be specific to Study Abroad.  

vi. Concern – does Loyola expect to have all the grading rubrics in each syllabus?  

vii. Attendance listing in this courses is too generic. If you’re going to say X% is 

graded, there should be some detail as to how that grade is calculated.  

viii. Motion to approve, second.  

ix. Motion approved without objection or abstention.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 


