
2017 January 6 | Standing Committee on the Loyola Core | Minutes 

Present: Carol Ann MacGregor (Voigt proxy), Elizabeth Kelley, Michael Paskevich, Joe Berendzen, Teresa 

Bednarz, Greg Waldrop, Tish Beard,  

Announcements 

- Happy Epiphany, King Cake has been brought.  

Review of previous meeting minutes 

- Motion to approve, second. Minutes approved.  

Review of 2015-2017 CC/LC course offerings 

 Handout of preliminary findings 

 What else can SCLC provide to Dean’s Offices and Departments to help with planning? 

 May be worth going back even further to check trends.  

Course Proposals – Creative Arts & Cultures 

 VISA 200 level Art and the Jesuits in Early Rome 

o Concerns from CAC workgroup – course set up for Study Abroad in Italy, would need 

revisions if taught on-campus. 

o Do Study Abroad courses receive their own numbering? Will ask Student Records, but 

think that may be the case.  

o Would it need to be reapproved if adjusted for on-campus offering? Not sure.  

o Motion to approve, second. Motion approved.  

 FOSY 200 level Foundations of Food Culture 

o Concerns from CAC workgroup 

o CAC requesting revisions before SCLC votes on the course. Right now course content is 

mainly literature, one short film. CAC has to have incorporation of more media and 

materials. List of possible additional materials included.  

o Challenging because syllabus is not associated with an instructor of record.  

o Revise to reflect the broad mandate of CAC.  

o Concern: Why are these courses being proposed as Loyola Core courses?  

o MacGregor spoke to Daniel Mintz, sense is they want to offer courses outside Food 

Studies program, but they will have to address issue on DPCL. 

o Concern: course is too broad and ambitious. How can someone cover all these topics, 

could be 3 different classes.  

o Concern: difficult to evaluate a syllabus trying to do so much.  

o Concern: one of the activities is to fast, but Honors attempted this last year and ran into 

serious complications with Student Affairs. Also omnivore challenge. While exercises are 

optional, may need to include much stronger disclaimer. May want to speak to Risk 

Management before including activities like that.  

o Feedback will be returned to proposer.   

 



Course Proposals – Religious Studies  

 RELS 300 level Religious Ecologies of SE Asia 

 Course came to SCLC last year, but was not followed up. Resubmitted.  

 Core courses for India Study Abroad program.  

 Syllabus talks about mid-term, grading does not include mid-term. Not usually a part of Study 

Abroad program in the Summer. May want to reevaluate how this grading works.  

 Please indicate how attendance and discussion will be graded. Have asked this of other courses. 

May be Study Abroad attendance rules, but would like to see a little more specificity.  

 Does match criteria for RELS section. May be small tweaks to syllabus, but not critical.  

 Motion to approve, second. Motion carries.  

Course Proposals – Social Science 

 FOSY 200 level Foundations in Food Policy 

o Concerns from SSCI workgroup:  

 Quantitative criteria not addressed 

 Course proposal not tied to a professor 

o Most LC courses don’t have students doing statistical analysis, but would present and 

facilitate students being able to read and interpret data. Even if they weren’t doing any 

original empirical items. This is an important part of Social Science.  

o Can be part of SSCI requirement without meeting that competency, but would need to 

state it up front. But policy often deals with reading and interpreting data.  

o Concern: course is too broad and ambitious. How can someone cover all these topics, 

could be an introductory course for a major.  

o Concern: difficult to evaluate a syllabus trying to do so much. 

o Many interdisciplinary programs are created by using existing courses. With Food 

Systems, there may not be enough existing courses to complete a major.  

o Are these the core courses we’re hoping Food Systems majors will take?  

o Difficult to evaluate these courses as submitted. Want to be supportive of program, but 

they could be offered within the major program. These may be better served as majors 

courses.  

o When Environment Program was created, most of the courses were already being 

taught. This seems like creating new courses with expectation to create program, means 

evaluation is very difficult.  

o Recommendation to send back to proposer.  

 

Other Business 


