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SACS Standards 
 
2.7.3  In each undergraduate degree program, the institution requires the successful completion of 
a general education component at the collegiate level that (1) is a substantial component of each 
undergraduate degree, (2) ensures breadth of knowledge, and (3) is based on a coherent rationale. 
For degree completion in associate programs, the component constitutes a minimum of 
15 semester hours or the equivalent; for baccalaureate programs, a minimum of 30 semester 
hours or the equivalent. These credit hours are to be drawn from and include at least one course 
from each of the following areas: humanities/fine arts, social/behavioral sciences, and natural 
science/mathematics. The courses do not narrowly focus on those skills, techniques, and 
procedures specific to a particular occupation or profession. If an institution uses a unit other 
than semester credit hours, it provides an explanation for the equivalency. The institution also 
provides a justification if it allows for fewer than the required number of semester credit hours or 
its equivalent unit of general education courses. (General Education) 

 
3.5.1  The institution identifies college-level general education competencies and the extent to 
which students have attained them. (General education competencies) 

 
3.5.3  The institution publishes requirements for its undergraduate programs, including its 
general education components. These requirements conform to commonly accepted standards 
and practices for degree programs. (See Commission policy “The Quality and Integrity of 
Undergraduate Degrees.”) (Undergraduate program requirements) 

 
Common Curriculum/Loyola Core Overview 

 
The Common Curriculum & Loyola Core equip students to understand the world as it is and how 
we can work to make it better, to focus on the values that shape our lives, to free ourselves from 
prejudice and unexamined views, and to acquire knowledge and skills that inspire us to act and 
reflect critically on our actions as we seek the creation of a more just world. 

 
Common Curriculum/Loyola Core Goals 

 
Foster students’ competency in five key areas: 

 
•  Critical Thinking 
•  Effective Communication 
•  Quantitative Reasoning 
•  Information Literacy 
•  Ethical Reasoning 

 
Common Curriculum/Loyola Core Assessment  
 
Educational assessment is the systematic collection, analysis, and use of data related to academic 
programs.  The Common Curriculum assessment package is designed to measure specific student 
learning outcomes identified by the university.  Data collected will be used for program 
improvement purposes rather than determination of individual student progression through a 



Updated August 2016 
 

program of study.  Participation in assessment activities related to common curriculum goals is a 
requirement for all undergraduate students. 

 
ETS Proficiency Profile 

 
Measures college-level skills in critical thinking, reading, writing and mathematics which aligns 
with core competencies 1-3.  Administered to first time, full time freshman and rising Juniors 
each year.  This standardized test allows the university to benchmark student performance 
against other institutions. Post-test for juniors was implemented Spring 2016, and received a 
large enough sample size that these results can be considered by the committee. This will be 
communicated to the SCCC in the Assessment Report presented by Dr. Culver.   

 
Standardized Assessment of Information Literacy Skills (SAILS) 

 
For core competency 4, OIRE worked with the SCCC to identify an appropriate assessment tool 
to measure information literacy skills. In Spring 2016, juniors and seniors were tested to create a 
baseline set of data. Results will be communicated to SCCC in the Assessment Report presented by Dr. 
Culver. 

 
Defining Issues Test (DIT) 

 
For core competency 5, OIRE worked with the SCCC to identify an appropriate assessment tool 
to measure ethical reasoning skills. In Spring 2016, juniors and seniors were tested to create a 
baseline set of data. Results will be communicated to SCCC in the Assessment Report presented 
by Dr. Culver.  


