
SACSCOC Summary 
 
Comprehensive Standard 3.5.1 
The institution identifies college-level general education competencies and the extent to which graduates have attained them. 
(General Education Competencies) 
 
Compliance Certification (Original LU Submission) 
http://2016sacs.loyno.edu/narratives/college-level-compentencies 
 
Findings of the Off-Site Reaffirmation Committee 
The institution’s long-standing, general education program, the Common Curriculum, underwent a “laborious” revision from 
2007-2013.  This revision involved the campus’s major stakeholders and reflects the Catholic and Jesuit intellectual tradition, as 
explained and demonstrated in the institution’s narrative and supporting documentation for CS 2.7.3. Students completing the 
Common Curriculum are expected to: 
 
1. demonstrate the ability to think critically in a variety of contexts. 
2. demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively in a variety of contexts. 
3. demonstrate the ability to use quantitative reasoning in a variety of contexts. 
4. demonstrate the ability to use information literacy skills in a variety of contexts. 
5. demonstrate the ability to use ethical reasoning in a variety of contexts. 
 
The Off-Site Reaffirmation Committee was unable to find any explanation or evidence as to explain or justify the institution’s 
decision to revise the general education curriculum.  This review would have been helped greatly to have assessment data and 
improvement strategies based on this data for the general education program that was in place before fall 2013.  
 
With respect to the new, revised Common Curriculum, the institution provides pre-test data of what appears to be a proposed 
pre-/post-test mode of assessment of student competencies in reading, writing, and quantitative skills (Learning Goals 1,2, and 
3) for student cohorts entering in fall 2013 and fall 2014.  The institution has not retested the 2013 and 2014 cohorts to 
measure and evaluate the value-added of the Common Curriculum.  In addition, appropriate assessments for Common 
Curriculum goals 4 and 5 have not been developed.  In the absence of assessment data, the Committee could not determine 
the extent to which students who completed the Common Curriculum attained the institution’s identified competencies. 
 
Focused Report (LU Response to Findings of the Off-Site Reaffirmation Committee) 
http://2016sacs.loyno.edu/351-general-education-competencies 
 
Supplemental Documentation Requested by the On-Site Reaffirmation Committee 
Some evidence of a targeted representative sample of course sections to take post-tests after completion of the Common 
Curriculum. 
 
LU Response to Supplemental Documentation Request 

 Response document (enclosed) 

 SCCC meeting minutes (12/11/15, 1/29/16, 2/19/16) 

 SCCC memo (2/1/16) 
 
Excerpt from Final Report of the On-Site Reaffirmation Committee 
The On-Site Reaffirmation Committee reviewed historical documents related to the institution’s decision to revise its common 
curriculum, including the reports of a number of committees and task forces. The institution provided an adequate response to 
the Off-Site Committee’s concerns about its rationale for revision of the General Education curriculum, about the need for 
effective instruments to measure Goals 4 and 5 of that curriculum, and its need to provide evidence of assessment data and 
improvement strategies that led to the decision to revise it. Loyola also provided evidence that it has an adequate post-test 
process in place to gauge the effectiveness of the new common curriculum. 
 
Other SACSCOC Requirements Related to General Education 
2.7.3 General Education:  http://2016sacs.loyno.edu/narratives/general-education 
3.5.3 Undergraduate Program Requirements:  http://2016sacs.loyno.edu/narratives/undergraduate-program-requirements 
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