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Seminar 4 Monroe Library 2:30 – 4PM  

SCCC Meeting Agenda  

 

1. Announcements 

2. Review of previous minutes 

3. Streamlined Criteria Update 

4. Course Proposals 

5. HIST 200 level WWI in History & Lit approved by evote – 6 yeas 

6. Writing About Literature: ENGL 200 level Aspects of Love 

a. WAL report 

7. CAC: VISA 200 level Medieval Art 

8. CAC: ENGL 200 level – In Sickness and in Health 

a. CAC report  

9. Other business 

 

  



The WAL committee met to discuss the English Department's proposal for 

WAL: Aspects of Love.  The committee has conditionally approved the 

syllabus to be sent along to the SCCC.  We saw that the syllabus does not 

include the required disability statement or emergency statement. In order 

to be approved, the course should include those required statements. 

 

We would like to note for the record that, although we have conditionally 

approved the course to fulfill the WAL requirement in the Core Curriculum, 

we do have reservations about the course content in this case. While the 

course largely meets the current requirements for WAL, we feel that it 

presents an overwhelmingly heteronormative portrayal of love in both the 

course description and in the reading assignments. As a result, there was 

concern that the course might not encourage the kind of critical thinking 

skills that WAL criteria recommends, in that constructions of 

relationships within the syllabus leave no room for complicating 

accepted/received/normative notions of love including asexual, 

intersexual, homosexual, or other non-normative aspects of love. 

Furthermore, the committee is concerned that the course could alienate our 

diverse student body and that the exclusion of so many in our student 

community does not adhere to our Jesuit values. 

 

The members of the WAL committee wanted to make the SCCC aware of these 

content concerns that came up in our consideration of this course and its 

relation to the larger goals of the Core Curriculum and our mission as a 

university. However, our committee's role as written seems to give us 

license only to approve or reject courses based on their compatibility 

with the technical aspects of the requirement for Writing About 

Literature. Nonetheless, we feel it is appropriate/important, in cases 

like this, to describe the issue as we see it and pass it along to the 

SCCC, who, it seems to us, has a wider mandate in terms of the larger 

goals of the Core Curriculum as a whole and its compatbility with issues 

of diversity and inclusion on which the university is especially (and 

appropriately) focused these days." 

 

The WAL Committee 

 

Nathan Henne, Languages and Cultures 

Laura Murpy, English 

Karen Rosenbecker 

 

 



ENGL 200 level - In Sickness and in Health: approved with recommendations* 

*The members of the workgroup agreed more can be done to bring the film and visual arts components 

to the same level as the course's literature component. We would encourage Tracey to consider adding 

material (additional works of cinema and/or visual arts, for example, along with critical texts that would 

examine this material). The members of workgroup discussed a number of ways in which this could be 

approached and would be happy to share our suggestions with Tracey. 

 


