
Honors Seminars for Spring 2010 

“Reality and Interpretation” 

Course Descriptions 

 

 

 

FINE ARTS  

 

THEA H295 033 “Ireland, Nationalism, & Theatre” Dr. Laura Hope (MWF 12:30) 

Students may take this course for either fine arts or literature Honors credit. 
 

Ireland, Nationalism & Theatre examines the intersection of Irish nationalism with formal 

theatre and resistant performance traditions on the island of Ireland from the late nineteen 

century to the present. Since the days for W.B. Yeats and Lady Gregory, Irish theatre has 

been conceived as a tool of resistance to imperialism and colonial rule, and a medium for 

the development of cultural nationalism. Likewise, the concept of a "national theatre" 

has been used as a site to interrogate nationalism and navigate national identity. This 

course will examine how this tradition continues from the days of Yeats and Gregory 

into the the twenty-first century in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.  

Playwrights under examination MAY include W.B. Yeats, Lady Gregory, Bernard Shaw,  

J.M. Synge, Sean O'Casey, Brendan Behan, Samuel Beckett, John B. Keane, Brian Friel, 

Tom Murphy, Steward Parker, Frank McGuinness, Anne Devlin Christina Reid, 

Margaretta D'Arcy, Marina Carr, and Marie Jones. 

 

 

MUGN H295 033 “The Medieval Imagination: The Age of Cathedrals”, Dr. Alice 

Clark (MWF, 1:30) 

 

In twelfth- and thirteenth-century France, architectural monuments that have never been 

equaled, such as the Cathedral of Notre-Dame and the Sainte-Chapelle, were being built.  

At the same time, significant work was also being done in music, philosophy, literature, 

and other areas.  The new University of Paris benefited from an influx of Greek, Muslim, 

and Jewish thought, while kings and their armies went to the Holy Land on crusade.  This 

semester we will consider the culture of this time and place from several different 

perspectives, with the help of visiting faculty Drs. Sara Butler (history), Mark Gossiaux 

(philosophy), and John Sebastian (literature). 

 

 

 

 LITERATURE 

 

SPAN H295 033 “Stages of Reality: Theories and Interpretation of „Reality‟ in 

Modern Western Theatre”, Dr. Eileen Doll (MWF 11:30) 

 

In this course we will discuss how modern dramatists in Western cultures have portrayed 

reality, and how we perceive as real a representation on stage. Additional discussion will 

include playwrights’ social criticism and critics’ various approaches to analysis of the 



plays, as well as our own. Beginning with the twentieth century, the class will examine 

theories and texts that include the theatre of the absurd, Brecht’s alienation effect, poor 

theatre, postmodernism, hyperrealism, and street spectacle. The class will include works 

from France, England, Germany, Spain, Brazil, and Mexico, in English translation. If 

possible, we will attend one or more plays and meet with the director, actors, and/or 

backstage staff to discuss how they create reality in their work. 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS  

  

 

MATH H295 033 “Visual, Symbolic, and Historical Perspectives in Mathematics”, 

Dr. Ralph Tucci (MWF 1:30) 

 

This course presents important mathematical developments from a cultural, historical, 

and scientific perspective. The course material is taken from important topics such as 

number theory, logic, analysis, probability theory, and other topics of the instructor's 

choice.  

 

 

 

MATH H295 034, “Applied Scientific Computing” Drs. Maria Calzada and Thomas 

Spence (TR 2:00) 

 

This course introduces students to techniques and methods commonly used by scientists 

to analyze, build models, visualize and make decisions based on data collected in 

laboratory and field experiments.  It emphasizes the interdisciplinary nature of scientific 

computing by applying the mathematical tools of statistics and numerical computations to 

hands-on experiments from diverse areas of science. 

 

 

 

NATURAL SCIENCE 

 

BIOL H295 033 “Human Ecological Science” Dr. David White, TR, 9:30 

 

Global Climate Change; Natural Selection; State of the World; Population Thinking; 

Ecological Footprint; Coastal Wetlands; Canoeing!  Want to learn about each of the these 

topics from the advanced perspective?  This exciting course stimulates thought about the 

human impact on the biosphere through lecture, critical writing, carefully directed 

experiences in the field, and outside class assignment.   We will focus on two sub-

disciplines of the Biological Sciences – Evolution & Ecology. There are scheduled 3 

class field experiences (trips) in the course that are very important learning opportunities.   

 

 



HISTORY 

 

HIST H295 033 “Greece and the Orient” Dr. John Nielsen (MWF 12:30) 

 

The course will consider Greek origins in the Ancient Near East and the regard in which 

the ancient Greeks held their Anatolian, Mesopotamian, and Egyptian neighbors.  

Readings will emphasize Greek historians and geographers who described the cultures 

and events in the Near East as well as the writings of Edward Said.  We will also consider 

contemporary scholarly and popular depictions of the Ancient Near East. 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY 

 

PHIL H295 033 “Getting Real: Creativity and the Process of Becoming” Dr. Francis 

Coolidge (MWF 9:30) 

 

This course will explore the process metaphysics of Alfred N. Whitehead and the nature 

of its ultimate category, creativity. Whitehead’s “event” metaphysics locates both 

creativity and the real in the process of change, or “becoming,” and thereby avoids 

traditional dualisms (for example, splits between eternity and time or subjectivity and 

nature). Students will have the opportunity to address the radical implications of process 

metaphysics for theology, ecology, physics (e.g., the wave/particle duality in quantum 

mechanics) and ethics.       

 

 

PHIL H295 034   “ The Experience and Value of Nature” Dr. John Clark (TR 3:30) 

 

In this course, we will explore the ways in which human beings experience and value the 

natural world.  We will investigate the various modes by which we experience realities in 

the natural world (life forms, landscapes, ecosystems, bioregions, and the earth) and the 

diverse means by which these realities are represented culturally.  In addition, we will 

examine the kinds of value we attribute to these realities, and the theoretical basis for our 

evaluation. Perhaps most significantly, we will consider whether, beyond various kinds of 

instrumental value (exchange value, use value, aesthetic value, recreational value, 

spiritual value, etc.), beings in nature can be shown to have intrinsic value or value in 

themselves.  

 

 

 

PSYCHOLOGY 

 

PSYC H295 033 “The Science of Babies: Developmental Origins of Everything” Dr. 

Lawrence Lewis (TR 2:00) 

 



What forces shape each of us to become the unique individuals that we are? What effects 

do childhood experiences have on our adult lives? Do parents really matter in our 

development, and if so, how much? Is physical punishment an effective form of 

discipline?  These are just some of the many questions that we will ponder in this 

course as we explore the interdependence of physical, cognitive, and social contexts on 

the development of infants and children.  

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 
RELS H295 033 “The Bible and Media: Proof-texting and the Misuse of Biblical 

Texts in Ancient & Modern Media” Dr. Teresa Bednarz (MWF 2:30) 

 

This is a seminar style course in which we discuss proof-texting, that is, the misuse of 

biblical texts in ancient and modern media.  Through film, art, poetry, letters, political 

cartoons, commercial ads, television, music and other media, we explore the ways in 

which the Bible becomes a rhetorical device that shapes social and political responses to 

critical issues.  Our discussion begins by exploring key biblical texts that reveal 

controversial social concerns in early Christian communities during the Roman, 

Medieval, Reformation and Counter-Reformation periods.  For the bulk of the course, we 

turn our attention to the use and misuse of the Bible in contemporary media. Our 

discussion focuses particularly on biblical texts that are often cited in conjunction with 

hotly debated topics such as consumerism, abuse of power, the promotion of the 

prosperity gospel, sexism, homophobia, immigration, prejudice, racism, global warming 

and imperial politics.   

 

 

 


