
University Courses and Curriculum Committee 
Minutes of Meeting 
November 30, 2017 

 
 
Members: David Borofsky, Chair  Maria Calzada  Carol Ann MacGregor  
  Patricia Pearce   Michael Rachal    

         
Proxies: Deborah Poole for Laurie Philips, Nate Straight for Bill Locander, and Vicki Vega for Kern 

Maass 
 
Guests:  Erin Dupuis   Josh Dupuis  Adrienne Blanco 
  Ed McClellan   Debbie Danna  
 

The University Courses & Curriculum Committee met on Thursday, November 30, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. in 
Monroe Hall, room 651.  The minutes of November 3 and 17, 2017 were approved as submitted.  
 

Old Business 

College of Music and Fine Arts 

School of Music 

Drs. Vega and McClellan presented the proposals of the Music Education program.  The Music Education 

program proposals returned to the committee for clarification, as was requested at the last meeting.  

The Louisiana Department of Education mandated changes in the curriculum.  As a result the unit 

submitted modifications of the following programs: 

(a) Bachelor of Music Education in Instrumental Music 
(b) Bachelor of Music Education in Vocal Music 
(c) Alternative Teacher Certification in Instrumental Music 
(d) Alternative Teacher Certification in Vocal Music 
(e) Master of Music with Alternative Teacher Certification in Instrumental Music 
(f) Master of Music with Alternative Teacher Certification in Vocal Music 

The changes include the increase in student teaching from one semester to two.  The request was also 

made for an increased course fee for the student teaching courses.  When students are enrolled in the 

student teaching courses they are not assessed the $200 program fee for the semester.  During the 

meeting the course fee was amended to a reduced amount of $100 per semester.  Committee members 

approved the modifications to these programs, along with the amended course fee. 

 

New Business 

College of Arts and Sciences 

Department of Psychological Sciences 

Drs. Calzada and Dupuis presented the BS in Emergency Services Management for discussion.  Mr. Josh 

Dupuis of Acadian Ambulance Services was also present at the meeting.  He helped shape the 

curriculum of this proposal. There are over 1800 paramedics within the organization that could 

potentially be interested in this program.  There are also other regional companies with an interest, and 



since this is an online program it could be attractive to other organizations nationally.  This program is 

designed to help paramedics learn operations management in order to have the opportunity for career 

advancement. Mr. Dupuis is meeting with upper level management of Acadian to discuss the possibility 

of offering incentives for Acadian employees who enroll and complete this program, such as a raise in 

salary or scholarships.  This program requires a number of business courses – setting it apart from other 

similar programs.  The proposal needs to be updated with the standard 39 credit hour core. ESMP was 

suggested as the mnemonic for this program.  It was requested that the marketing materials clarify what 

certification or credits are required to enroll in the program.  Though it will be clear during advising, 

many students review materials on the web prior to connecting with someone on campus. A suggestion 

was also made to change the title of the program to better reflect its intent.  Furthermore, the question 

was raised whether this should be a BA degree.  If it should remain a BS, perhaps a statistics or evidence 

based course should be added to the program.  The committee agreed that it should be sent back to the 

department to consider the questions raised.  – Following this meeting, the dean worked with the 

program proposers to consider the committee feedback.  The department revised the program and it was 

presented for an e-vote to the voting committee members.  The motion passed with six members in favor 

and one not in favor.   

 

Department of Mathematics and Computer Science 

Dr. Calzada presented revisions to the following programs for discussion: 
 

(a) B.S. in Computer Information Systems 

(b) B.S. in Computer Science 

(c) B.S. in Computer Science with Game Programming 

 

The modifications presented included the removal of the language requirement and the addition of PHIL 

A206, Symbolic Language, to all of the above programs.  In addition, the CIS degree was modified to 

replace MATH A257, Calculus I, to MATH A116, Survey of Calculus.  The committee approved these 

modifications. 

 

Office of International Education 

Ms. Danna presented the exchange agreement with the Universidad Iberoamericana for approval.  This 

is a Jesuit Catholic university in Mexico City that we have established a great partnership with.  They 

have a great design program that we can advertise to our students.  The University’s risk manager was 

included in the development of this partnership from its inception.  The committee approved this 

exchange agreement. 

 

Ms. Danna presented the faculty led program application for the Tropical Ecology Lab trip to the 

Pantanal in Brazil.  Dr. Bob Thomas submitted a request for an increase in cost to approximate $5,000 

without airfare.  Students will be responsible for arranging their own flight to Sao Paulo, Brazil.  It is 

common for some programs to allow students to make their own flight arrangements in order to use 

frequent flier miles or other discount/reward options.  Committee members approved this program 

application and increased fee. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 


