Outline of Steps for Approval of Interdisciplinary Programs[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See approval flow chart on page 2.] 

1. Proposal initiated by faculty, committee or department.  The proposal and cover page must be complete before beginning the approval process.
2. Vice Provost, who currently serves as liaison between interdisciplinary programs and the Office of Academic Affairs and coordinates programs, will review the proposal for completeness.
3. University Planning Team reviews to determine whether the proposal is consistent with broad, general purposes and mission of the University.
4. The originator(s) home College Curriculum Committee reviews.
5. The University Courses and Curriculum Committee reviews.
6. The Standing Council on Academic Planning reviews.
7. Provost reviews.  If approval by the Board of Trustees (BoT) is necessary (new majors/degree only), then the Provost forwards the proposal to step 8.  If BoT approval is not needed, then steps 8-10 are omitted and the proposal goes to step 11, if necessary because the proposal has significant budgetary implications.  If proposal does not affect the budget in major ways, then the proposal goes to step 12.
8. University Planning Team informed.
9. President reviews.
10. Board of Trustees reviews.
11. The University Budget Committee reviews proposals that have significant budgetary implications.
12. Program implemented by originators.
Note:  If disapproval is indicated at any level, then the proposal is returned with an explanation of the decision to the originating faculty for revision and resubmission.  If the originators decide to resubmit, then the revised proposal is routed through the entire approval process in order to give all parties the opportunity to review the revised program.  This revision needs to contain a summary of the changes made in response to the questions/issues raised by the person or committee that returned the proposal to the originators.
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Flow Chart of Interdisciplinary Proposal Approval Process (Numbers in Boxes Denote Order of Steps in Approval Process)
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