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INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM PROPOSAL 
Instructions: Use this form for all interdisciplinary program proposals. Use the College Program 
Proposal Form for single discipline program proposals. 
 
Title of Program:  Religion and Media Minor  
 
Originating Faculty Member or Advisory Committee:  Catherine Wessinger  
 
Contact Phone and Email: wessing@loyno.edu , cell: 504-228-3164  
 
This is a ___X___new program  _ modification of existing program requirements.  

Summary Description of Proposal: 

The interdisciplinary Religion and Media Minor (18 credit hours) will include courses initially 
from three departments—Mass Communications, Religious Studies, and Sociology—that will 
promote knowledge of media and their intersections with religions in several specific areas: the 
history of media as it influences the history of religions as they develop and disseminate their 
religious views; the use of media by religious groups to communicate with members and 
potential members, including “marketing” of the religion in the hope of attracting new members; 
depictions of religions in films and television shows as well as religious and mythic themes in 
apparently secular movies; and discussions of religions and religion-influenced topics in the 
news media.  
 
Courses in the interdisciplinary Religion and Media Minor will educate students about religious 
traditions, encourage students to be attentive to the roles played by religions in history and 
current events, stimulate understanding of religions expressed in the products of culture, and 
teach students to evaluate information so they will become critical-thinking consumers of media 
as well as thoughtful producers of print, digital, and video content about religions. 
 
Students will learn that religions and religious beliefs influence historical events in crucial ways. 
For example, religious constituencies affected the outcome of the 2016 Presidential election in 
the United States. In another example, it is impossible to understand the conflicts and issues in 
the Middle East without understanding the interactions of persons belonging to variations of 
several religious traditions. It is important that young adults are literate about religions to 
appreciate human diversity of worldviews, practices, and societies in order to understand how 
religious faith motivates behavior and impacts events.  
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Undergraduate students today are “digital natives” who have grown up immersed in multiple 
types of media. For good or ill, the media are their primary sources of information. Today, more 
than ever, it is important for young people to learn to be critical consumers of information 
derived from media. 
 
As with the courses in the other interdisciplinary Minors at Loyola University New Orleans, all 
undergraduates will be able to enroll in Religion and Media courses. Students will be able opt to 
fulfill the 18-credit hour requirement for the Religion and Media Minor.  
 
The Religion and Media Minor will require two introductory courses, and four elective courses 
in the Minor. 
 
Two required courses:  

 

CMMN A100 Introduction to Mass Communication 

 
This course is a survey of the various fields of Mass Communication taught at Loyola 
and specific preparation for courses taught in the school. Consideration is given to 
philosophical foundations, historical development, current trends and status, 
organizational structure and career opportunities. 
Communications majors will select one of the Religious Studies courses or Sociology of 

Religion courses on Religion and Media to fulfill this requirement instead of CMMN 

A100. 

 
RELS V2-- Religion, Media, and Culture [Course proposal submitted by Catherine 

Wessinger] 
 

Religion reflects humanity’s search for meaning, community, and well-being in relation 
to what humans consider to be ultimate. Religion is expressed in culture, including 
various media that change and develop through time. This course introduces students to 
the scholarly analysis of religious media use, and analysis of depictions of religions and 
religious themes in three cultural areas of media: films; use of media in the “marketing” 
and “branding” of religious groups; and the news media. Students will learn to assess 
sources of information critically, and to reflect on meanings about life conveyed through 
media. 
 

Four elective courses in the Religion and Media Minor. 

 

RELS V3-- Religion in the News  [Course proposal submitted by Catherine Wessinger] 
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This course will examine the power of news media to shape public opinion, major topoi 
(themes) in news depictions of religious groups and movements, and specific examples of 
news reporting about religions, so students will become informed about religions and 
learn to analyze depictions of religions in the news. Students will learn about the criteria 
for good religion news stories. The course will consider content of reporting on religions 
in international contexts and America. The course educates students in becoming 
informed consumers of news reporting on religion, and critical consumers of reporting in 
general. It is good preparation for students considering becoming reporters, including 
religion news writers. 
 

RELS V2--- Islamophobia [Course proposal has been submitted by Adil Khan] 
 

This course will provide students with an introduction to the phenomenon of            
Islamophobia and its coverage through various media outlets. Students will look at how             
images of Islam in media are portrayed and how representations of Muslims relate to the               
notion of Islamophobia. This entails reading about, writing about, and discussing the            
relevant scholarship and media coverage pertaining to Islam and Muslims in relation to             
Islamophobia and Otherness. This course is intended to provide students with an            
opportunity to question how representations shape public discourse surrounding Islam          
and ultimately influence interfaith relations with Muslims. Students will attempt to           
distinguish between critical thought about Islam and instances of Islamophobia while           
addressing the implications of each as appropriate. This course will also look at             
responses to Islamophobia and provide a context for addressing other forms of religious             
bigotry in order to leave students better positioned to meet the challenges pertaining to a               
variety of religious prejudices. 
 

RELS S---- Bible in the Media  [Course proposal submitted by Terri Bednarz]  
 

The Bible is one of the most influential books in the world today, and yet, it is one of the 
most misused books in history. The Bible has been and continues to be used to liberate 
and oppress, protect and destroy. Biblical interpretation shapes our world, whether we 
choose to be informed about its effects or not. In this online course, we will examine how 
various forms of media present controversial texts in the Bible. We will explore how the 
Biblical interpretation through media impacts on our society and our global community. 
In this course, students will learn how to critique controversial uses of Biblical texts as 
they appear in two forms of media: web-based news and TV programs. Students will 
apply scholarly approaches in their analysis of Biblical texts. They will also examine 
their critiques of Biblical texts in light of Ignatian values. Students will present their 
findings through Weebly and Snag-It presentations. 
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RELS V---- Religion, Secularism, and Discrimination [Course proposal submitted by Adil 
Khan 

 
This course will provide students with an introduction to the complicated relationship            
between religion and secularism in some of the world’s most influential religious            
traditions. It will look at how differing concepts of religion and secularism can lead to               
the exclusion of others and how, in certain cases, may even result in religious              
discrimination. Students will become aware of different expressions of religiosity, which           
present a challenge to conventional understandings of the secular. The readings and            
assignments will focus on providing a sense of how different religious communities in             
different cultural contexts might address these types of issues and how they are portrayed              
in media. This will allow students to reevaluate common conceptions of social justice in              
light of differing circumstances. The course surveys instances of scholarship and media            
analysis where the tension between religion and secularism has led to debates about             
religious freedom and religious discrimination in an increasingly globalized and secular           
world. 
 
Religious Studies Course Already in the Bulletin 

 
RELS A370 Religion and Media 

 
This is a research seminar on Religion and Media. The instructor will determine the 
specific focus of the seminar each time it is offered. 
 

 
Additional Courses That Will be Proposed in Fall 2017 and Spring 2018: 

 

RELS V---- Religion, Ecology & Media  – Anne Daniell 
 

In this course students consider how ideas about religion and ecology are creatively 
shaped, communicated and consumed through various forms of (primarily present-day) 
media.  After an introduction to the concepts of media, religion, spirituality, ecology and 
the environment, we will examine the interconnections of ecology, religiosity and media. 
We will explore how connections of religion and ecology —including, especially, 
“religious environmentalism” or “spiritual ecology”—have been shaped and shared 
through various forms of media, from print media (newspapers, journals, etc.), to forms 
of electronic media popular in the twentieth century (radio, movies, television, 
documentaries), up to today’s ever-expanding modes of internet-based media, such as 
email, Facebook, YouTube and Twitter.  
Proposal will be submitted by Anne Daniell in Fall 2017.  
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RELS S---- Bible and Public Issues   – Robert Gnuse  
 

This course will observe how the biblical understanding on a number of social, religious, 
and political issues diverges from the way the public media (television, radio talk shows, 
newspapers) and social media (internet, web sites, blogs, tweets, etc.) treat these topics. 
Particular issues for consideration include sexual identity, women’s rights, death penalty, 
social justice, creation science, and millennialism, as well as others. 
Proposal will be submitted by Robert Gnuse in Fall 2017. The course will be offered for 

the first time in Spring 2018. 

 

SOCI ----- Bollywood and Religion  – Jaita Talukdar 
 

This course uses the medium of modern cinema based in Mumbai (Bombay), namely 
Bollywood, to investigate the deep nexus that exists between religion and society in 
contemporary India. Students will be exposed to scholarship that documents how films 
function as an important cultural site that help mobilize and consolidate dominant 
religious beliefs surrounding family values, gender roles, and communal ties in the face 
of rapid globalization, a changing gender landscape, and a surprising rise of Hindu 
nationalists in the country.  The course will provide students with the opportunity to 
critically think about the interface of religion and cultural institutions shaping worldviews 
of modern Indians.  
The course will be developed in Fall 2017 and proposed in Spring 2017. 

 
 
 
Proposals for programs will be reviewed using the following criteria. The order of the criteria does not 

imply any ranking of the various items. While all criteria may not be satisfied, all criteria must be 

addressed in a proposal. 

  

I. Brief Background of the Program Development  
 
Provide a brief overview of the background and significance or foundation that influenced the 
development of the program.  

 

RELS A370 Religion and Media was developed and proposed by Catherine Wessinger in 2002. 
She taught the seminar course for three semesters in collaboration with Mass Communications 
professor Claire Badaracco at Marquette University and Jesuit Mass Communications professors 
at other Jesuit universities (Santa Clara University and St. Joseph’s University). Each semester 
the Loyola University New Orleans seminar was linked with seminars on two other Jesuit 
university campuses through interactive video. Wessinger’s background in teaching a Religion 
and Media seminar in collaboration with Communications professors, and her work researching 
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and writing about media treatments of the Branch Davidian case, highlighted the significance of 
the roles played by various media to the history of religions. 
 
In today’s media age, all Religious Studies faculty are aware that the ways that religious 
believers utilize media and how they are depicted in the media are important for understanding 
religious traditions and groups, and how they relate to society and each other. It is important for 
students to become critical consumers of media and critical producers of media, including in 
relation to religion content. 
 

 
II. Description of the Program 

Please organize the proposal utilizing the headings below. The text within each heading can be 
modified to better meet unit needs/dimensions.  

 
1. Mission 

Describe the ways in which the program responds directly or indirectly to the mission of 

the unit (e.g., department, division, college) and the university. 

The Religion and Media Minor will support the mission of Loyola University New Orleans by 
teaching methods for acquiring accurate information and knowledge about religions, 
encouraging analysis of media sources of information, and encouraging appreciation of the 
diversity of peoples and their faiths, thereby enhancing students’ growth into adults who think 
critically and act justly toward others, and have a basis of maturity, knowledge, and ethical 
values from which to work for a more just world.  
 

2. Alignment with the College and University Strategic Plan 
Describe ways in which the proposed program aligns with and will contribute to 
the unit (e.g., department, division, college) and University’s strategic plans.  
 

The Religion and Media Minor aligns with the university’s Strategic Plan in that it will offer 
high quality courses with opportunities for experiential learning and application, which accord 
with values-based Jesuit academic education. Students taking Religion and Media courses will 
have the opportunity to consider their future careers in relation to some aspect of media and 
perhaps religion. Consideration of the human condition as expressed in media and reported in 
media will prompt students to consider how they can be of service others. The Religion and 
Media Minor will contribute to the student’s Loyola education that will facilitate the student’s 
maturation into an informed, critical-thinking citizen of the United States and the world. 

 

3. Projected Demand  
a. Evidence, quantitative and qualitative data, regarding the potential demand for the 
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proposed program, based on internal information and/or comparisons with peer 

programs (e.g., informed opinion and source, data-driven from published reports, 

anecdotal information)  

 

Religious Studies professors at a number of North American universities have developed and 
teach courses on Religion and Media. Evidence for this is found in the Religion and Media 
Syllabi webpage at http://religionandmedia.org/syllabi/ . This syllabi webpage is hosted by the 
Religion and Media Interest Group, which has the aim of promoting discussion of religion and 
media from the perspective of social science, historical or other scholarly perspectives.  
 
The American Academy of Religion, in collaboration with the Wabash Center for Teaching and 
Learning in Theology and Religion, hosts a Syllabus Project website that includes topics such as: 
Religion and Film, Religion and Journalism. See 
https://www.aarweb.org/programs-services/syllabus-project .  
 
The Center for Media, Religion and Culture is based at the University of Colorado Boulder. The 
center is founded by media and religion scholar Stewart M. Hoover, who is a professor in the 
Department of Media Studies with an adjunct appointment in the Department of Religious 
Studies. 
 
A search for other Religion and Media Minors indicates that there are a couple: Syracuse 
University (where the Religion and Media Minor appears to be a World Religions Minor with 
only two courses specifically about some aspect of Religion and Media); University of Iowa 
(where the School of Religion formed the Religion and Media Minor in collaboration with the 
Communication Studies Department with 7 courses specifically about Religion and Media).  
 
Presently Thiel College in western Pennsylvania, a liberal arts college affiliated with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is the only college or university in America that offers 
a Bachelor of Arts Major in Religion Communication with a focus on either religion journalism 
or religious broadcasting. This Major is the product of the collaboration of Thiel’s Department of 
Communication and Department of Religion. However, examination of the courses in this Major 
indicates that Thiel’s Religion faculty have not made the effort to develop and offer courses 
specifically on Religion and Media. 
 
Loyola University New Orleans, with a strong School of Mass Communication and a strong 
Religious Studies Department, is well placed to develop a cutting-edge Religion and Media 
Minor that offers courses developed by Religious Studies faculty and faculty in other 
departments that focus specifically on aspects of Religion and Media. 
 
 

b. Trend Data. Provide projected enrollment statistics including numbers of majors 

and/or minors and full time equivalent (FTE) student enrollment; 
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Not available. 

 
c. Provide any other relevant information regarding potential market for the proposed 

program.  

 
In recent decades, major news media outlets have realized the importance of the study of religion 
in order to understand current issues and events. 
 
Religion news stories are produced by NBC News ( https://www.nbcnews.com/news/religion) , Fox 
News (http://www.foxnews.com/category/us/religion.html) , Huffington Post 
( http://www.huffingtonpost.com/section/religion) , The Guardian 

( https://www.theguardian.com/world/religion) , the New York Times 

( https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/religion-and-belief) , Al Jazeera 
( http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/subjects/religion.html) , among many others. 
 
The Religion News Service (RNS) produces religion news stories on diverse topics 
( http://religionnews.com/category/news/) .  
 
The Pew Research Center regularly produces studies of religious trends in the U.S. and elsewhere. 
The Pew Research Center has a Religion and Public Life webpage that includes reports on aspects 
of religions intersecting with current events and politics. The Pew Research Center also provides a 
Religion in the News webpage ( http://www.pewforum.org/religion-in-the-news/) .  
 
There is a Religion News Association specifically for religion news writers ( http://www.rna.org/) . 
Loyola students who graduate with the Religion and Media Minor may choose to go on to become 
religion news writers. 
 
There are numerous publications on Religion and Film. Students who graduate with the Religion 
and Media Minor may go on to be creatively involved with the production of films that depict 
religions or contain religious themes. 
 

d. If available from the Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness (OIRE), provide 

national trend data for degrees awarded over the last five years. – N/A 

 

4. Relationship to Other Existing Programs 
a. Describe ways in which the proposed program will enhance/complement existing 

programs and curricula, including potential service to majors, minors, other 

programs and/or the Loyola Core. 

 
The new courses developed for the Religion and Media Minor will be part of and enrich the 
Loyola Core.  
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The Religion and Media Minor will introduce students to Mass Communications topics and may 
stimulate student interest in a Mass Communications Major. Mass Communications majors will 
have the option of minoring in Religion and Media. 
 
The Religion and Media Minor courses will introduce students to the academic study of 
religions, and increase the number of students taking Religious Studies courses. 
 
The Sociology courses in the Religion and Media Minor will introduce students to Sociology 
topics and methodologies and may stimulate student interest in a Sociology Major. The same 
will be true of courses in other departments that become included in the Religion and Media 
Minor. 
 

b. Describe ways in which the proposed program overlaps with other existing 

programs. 

 
 

5. Adequacy and appropriateness of resource utilization  
Evaluate the availability of resources to meet the program’s priorities and build 
strengths. Provide information regarding: 
 
a. Financial Plan including: 

i. Annual operating budget 

 
No budget is needed.  
 
A small budget for production of brochures and flyers will be welcome. 
 

ii. Actual or potential external grants 

 
Internships for students in the Religion and Media Minor will be sought at the Times Picayune 
and the Clarion Herald , the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of New Orleans, for 
students interested in religion reporting. The Religion and Media Minor will seek out other 
sorts of internships for Religions and Media minors. 
 

iii. Contributions to and impact on fundraising 

 
It may be possible that potential donors will be interested in supporting the Religion and Media 
Minor. 
  

iv. Plan for profit sharing, if applicable - N/A 

v. Accreditation or certification expenses – N/A 
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b. Current faculty resources, including those available through consortial agreements, 

and number of new faculty required (may involve a stepped approach depending on 

enrollment projections) 

 
Faculty resources are sufficient. 
 

c.  Administrative support staff resources – N/A 

 

d. Space requirements (including both instructional space and administrative support 

space) and classroom technology 

 
Classrooms are already available with internet access, overhead projector, and media equipment. 
 

e. Course development expenses 

f. Library 

i. Information and instructional technology resources (e.g., books, journals, 

databases, learning management system capabilities, streaming media, 

videoconferencing, classroom capture) 

 
Relevant books and journals are already available in the Library. 
 

ii. Confirm that discussion with library representatives has taken place to assure 

appropriate resources are available.  

 
During Summer 2017, Laurie Phillips ordered some books on Religion and Media that were 
requested by Catherine Wessinger. These are currently on reserve for the Religion, Media, and 
Culture course being taught by Wessinger in Fall 2017 as an experimental course. 
 
Victoria Elmwood created a Research Guide for use by students in Religion, Media, and Culture. 
It is available at: researchguides.loyno.edu/c.php?g=693281&p=4911713  
 

g.  Information Technology and other Technology Needs (e.g., network capacity, lab 

software, computers, etc.)  

 

These are already standard in the classrooms. 
 

h.  Other academic support services 

 
6. Assessment – Projected  

a. Provide the program’s projected assessment plan that includes student learning 

outcomes, process of implementation, and results; 
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Learning Outcomes for All Religion and Media Courses: 

 
1. Students will be informed, critical-thinking consumers of media content about religions. 
2. Students will be knowledgeable about religions, as well as the scholarly terms, concepts 

and analysis of religions and their texts, beliefs, customs, and histories. 
3. Students will know how to evaluate various types of sources of information about 

religions (scholarly, popular, news, primary, secondary, documentaries, films). 
4. Students will be familiar with various types of media, the issues that they raise, and their 

intersections with religions. 
5. Students will have well-developed written and oral communication skills about religion 

and media. They will be able to construct an argument or thesis based on their research 
and critical analysis of religion and media topics. 

 
Learning Outcomes for Relevant Religion and Media Courses: 

 
6. Students will be critical-thinking producers of media content about religions. 
7. Students will be able to discern mythic and religious themes in some films and/or some 

television shows. 
8. Students will be familiar with the uses of media by religious groups and denominations. 

 
Process of Implementation 

 
Courses proposed to the Religion and Media Minor Committee will be assessed to make sure 
that they are designed to accomplish at minimum Learning Outcomes 1-5. Some courses will 
also address Learning Outcomes 6-8. 
 
Assessment 

 
Every year the faculty who are teaching Religion and Media courses will meet to discuss how 
their courses are fulfilling these Learning Outcomes and where improvement can be made. 
 
Every other year, a subcommittee of the Religion and Media Minor committee that includes the 
chair will examine all the syllabi for courses in the Minor as well as minors’ written assignments, 
video and web-based projects uploaded to a student portfolio in a Religion and Media Minor 
Blackboard to assess whether the Learning Outcomes are being accomplished and where 
improvement can be made. The results of these course assessments will be reported first to the 
Religion and Media Minor committee. Then the chair will convey a report on the course 
assessment, in writing and in personal consultation, to the instructor. 
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If a course is not meeting these Learning Outcomes, a faculty member will be advised so 
improvement can be made. If the course continues not to meet the Learning Outcomes, the 
Religion and Media Minor committee will opt to remove the course from the Religion and Media 
Minor. 
 

b. Provide the results of any external reviews or plans for reviews, if available; - N/A 

 

c. Describe the structure and process for administrative and academic oversight; 

 

The Religion and Media Minor will be administered by a committee made of the initial ordinary 
and extraordinary faculty members with courses in the Minor with an elected chair serving a 
term of one year. The chair may be reelected by faculty on the committee. The initial committee 
members will determine the size of the committee and will make additions to the Religion and 
Media Minor committee by nomination and vote. 
 
The Religion and Media Minor committee will consider proposals for new courses. If the 
committee approves the course, the chair will write a letter to that effect to accompany the course 
proposal when it is submitted to the curriculum committee. 
 
The Religion and Media Minor will be based in the Religious Studies department.  
 
The chair of the Religion and Media Minor will work in consultation with the director of the 
School of Mass Communication. 

 

 

III. Impact on the Curriculum: 
 

1. Which departments and colleges will be contributing courses?  Will an 

introductory course be needed to introduce methodologies and integrate 

disciplines?  If there is no introductory foundational course, please explain 

why this is not needed. 

 
The required introductory foundational course in Mass Communication will be CMMN A100 
Introduction to Mass Communication.  
 
The required introductory foundational course in Religious Studies will be RELS V2--- Religion, 
Media, and Culture [Course proposal submitted by Catherine Wessinger]. 
 
At present, Religious Studies and Sociology are contributing courses to the Religion and Media 
Minor. Other departments may also propose courses to the Religion and Media Minor 
committee. 
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2. Resources needed for the new or revised minor or major: 
 

a. List of courses
 
and names of faculty whose courses will be included. 

3

Detail the extent to which these courses will be able to accommodate 

additional students. 

 
CMMN A100 Introduction to Mass Communication  is offered at least once an academic year 
by Katherine Collins. 
 
RELS V2--- Religion, Media, and Culture [course proposal submitted by Catherine 
Wessinger] will be offered at least once an academic year. Frequently it will be offered two 
semesters in the academic year. It is being taught by Catherine Wessinger as an experimental 
course in Fall 2017. 
 
RELS V3--- Religion in the News  [course proposal submitted by Catherine Wessinger] will 
be offered once every academic year by Catherine Wessinger.  
 
RELS V2--- Islamophobia [course proposal submitted by Adil Khan] will be offered at least 
once every academic year. It was last offered as an experimental course in Summer 2017. 
 
RELS V--- Religion, Secularism & Discrimination [course proposal submitted by Adil 
Khan] will be offered at least once every academic year. It has not yet been offered. 
 
RELS S---- Bible and Media  [course proposal submitted by Terri Bednarz] will be offered 
once every academic year online. It was last offered as an Honors experimental course in Fall 
2016. 
 
SOCI A320 Sociology of Religion will be offered by Carol Ann MacGregor once every three 
years. It was last offered Spring 2016. She also offers it as an independent study, as she is doing 
in Fall 2017. 
 
RELS A370 Religion and Media  will be offered occasionally by various Religious Studies 
faculty. The last time it was offered was by Boyd Blundell in Fall 2013. 
 
One other Religious Studies course, or other Sociology of Religion course , may count toward 
the Religion and Media Minor if the student contracts with the professor to fulfill a research 

component relating to media , and that contract is approved by the chair of the Religion and 
Media Minor committee. 
 

3
 Include information on when these courses were last taught and how often you expect this course to be taught in 

the future. 
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The courses in the Loyola Core will accommodate the standard number of students. RELS A370 
has a cap of 20 students. 
 
RELS S--- Bible & Public Issues  will be proposed by Robert Gnuse in Fall 2017. It will be 
offered at least once every academic year. It will be offered for the first time in Spring 2018. 
 
RELS V---- Religion, Ecology & Media  will be proposed by Anne Daniell in Fall 2017. It 
will be offered at least once every academic year. It is a new course that has not yet been offered 
 
SOCI ----- Bollywood and Religion  will be proposed by Jaita Talukdar in Spring 2017. This 
course will be offered once every two or three years. It has not yet been offered. 
 

b. Detail the extent to which this minor/major will impact upon existing 
departmental or program resources of the various faculty involved. 

 
Another Religious Studies faculty member will offer Religion, Media, and Culture while she is 
on sabbatical during the academic year 2018-19. 
 

c.  If the program requires a director, name the director and the compensation 
requested in terms of course releases or a stipend. 

 
Catherine Wessinger is serving as the founding chair of the Religion and Media Minor in 
2017-18. She will be on sabbatical in 2018-19, so another chair of the Religion and Media 
Minor will be elected in Spring 2018 for the following academic year. 
 
There will be no compensation. 
 
 

3. How will proposed change impact the major/adjunct/elective hour distribution 
requirement for the major or program?  For new or significantly revised 
programs, provide a detailed description of the major/adjunct/elective elements 
of the curriculum, including copies of the old and new Degree Couse Program 
Lists (DPCL) or equivalent.  
 

Since the Religious Studies courses proposed for the Religion and Media Minor will also apply 
toward the Religious Studies Major and Minor, with concentrations in Christianity and World 
Religions, there will be no disruption to offering courses relevant to the Religious Studies Major 
and Minor. 
 
There will be no impact on use of current adjunct faculty, since Anne Daniell offers Religious 
Studies courses regularly as adjunct faculty. 
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4. Specify whether any new courses will be offered, and whether this will increase 
the total number of courses or sections offered by any participating departments. 

 
See the new courses specified above that have been proposed, with additional courses to be 
proposed in the near future. These new courses will not increase the total number of courses or 
sections offered by the participating departments. 
 

5. To what extent will any new courses for this program impact upon resources in 
the departments and programs in which these faculty are teaching?  Will any new 
courses replace courses currently offered?  Will any such courses prevent an 
important or required course from being offered in a given semester?  

 
Offering these courses will not replace courses currently offered. Offering these courses will not 
prevent an important or required course from being offered in a given semester. 
 

6. If new courses will not increase the overall number of offerings, specify which 
course(s) or section(s) will be dropped in a given semester to create room. 

 
No courses will be dropped in a given semester to create room.  
 
In Religious Studies, the courses offered vary from semester to semester. Religions of the World 
was eliminated as a required course in the restructuring of the Common Curriculum to make the 
Loyola Core. Sections of Religions of the World were taught by all Religious Studies faculty 
members. Therefore, the new courses being proposed for the Religion and Media Minor, to a 
great extent, are replacing sections of Religions of the World that would have been offered in 
past semesters. 
 

7. Specify any anticipated impact on enrollments in other courses or sections within 
the department and whether or not this program will prevent an important or 
required course from being offered in a given semester. 

 
There will be no such impact. 
 

8. Assess the impact of the proposed change on other departments, especially those 
serviced by your department or program and those that provide adjunct service to 
your department or program. 

 

17 
UC&CC approved 11/29/2012, Revised with updated SCAP criteria for new programs - July 2016 

 
*Criteria of Standing Council for Academic Planning for new program proposals. Proposals for new programs will be reviewed 
using these criteria. While all criteria may not be satisfied, all criteria must be addressed in a proposal. 
 

 



 

 

As specified above, Religion and Media Minor courses will increase interest in Mass 
Communications as an area of study as well as in other disciplines offering courses in the 
Religion and Media Minor, such as Religious Studies and Sociology. 
 
Other departments that develop courses for the Religion and Media Minor will enhance their 
course offerings and generate student interest in majoring or minoring in those disciplines. 
 

9. Will there be a service learning component? Description of service learning 
component to be provided by director of service learning. 

 
There will be no required service learning component to the Religion and Media Minor. 
Individual course proposals will address whether or not they include a service learning 
component. 
 

10. All proposals must be accompanied by a supporting letter from the chair of 

each participating department confirming the department’s support.  

 

IV. New Course Proposals 
1. List titles of any new courses created for this program.  

 
RELS V2--- Islamophobia has already been proposed by Adil Khan. 
RELS V---- Religion, Secularism & Discrimination  has recently been proposed by Adil 

Khan. 
 
Other courses recently proposed by Religious Studies faculty are: 
 
RELS V2-- Religion, Media, and Culture by Catherine Wessinger 
RELS V3-- Religion in the News  by Catherine Wessinger 
RELS S---- Bible and Media  by Terri Bednarz 
 
Course that will be proposed in the near future: 
RELS S--- Bible & Public Issues  by Robert Gnuse 
RELS V---- Religion, Ecology & Media  by Anne Daniell 
SOCI ------ Bollywood and Religion  by Jaita Talukdar 
 

2. Attach proposals for all new courses including assessment plan, learning outcomes, and 

complete syllabus, each with a Course Proposal cover sheet.  
 
Include as appendix a copy of the projected Degree Program Course List (DPCL) or Progression Plan (PP) 
for each program of study.  
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